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# # 5485954534 : MAJOR LAWS

KEYWORDS: DIRECT ELECTION / PRIME MINISTER / FORM OF GOVERNMENT
KOBCHOCK CHANDRASAPTH: IMPLEMENTING A DIRECT ELECTION OF PRIME MINISTER IN
THAILAND. ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF. MANIT JUMPA, 250 pp.

Implementation of a direct election of the Prime Minister in Thailand is a solution for
problems derived from parliamentary democratic system within the Country. Such system had
been leading to merger of legislative and executive powers since origins of the executive branch
did not come directly from powers of citizen, but rather from the legislative branch in order to
establish a government. Hence, the executive branch had to create influential powers for

negotiating with the legislative branch which subsequently brought impacts towards its stability.

To encourage systemic problem solving initiation for the Thai parliamentary system, a
concept of dividing a structure of the origins of the legislative and executive powers should be
introduced. The origins of the executive branch should not be related to the legislative
one. Therefore, implementing a direct election of the Prime Minister - as head of the executive
branch should be able to resolve problems of an inefficient and unstable coalition
government. When the Prime Minister can be accountable for people and the Parliament directly,
it will encourage stability together with efficiency of work performance. Such proficiency also arises
when the Prime Minister is empowered to independently select and control his/her Cabinet to
smoothly follow their determined policies without political influences. It will create less concemns
that Prime Minister and the government will come from major political parties of the House. Also,
the government will be able to perform duties steadily. Efficient performance of the government
originates from independence of the legislative branch in overseeing the executive branch through
the parliamentary system. This helps reduce problems regarding corrupted support from members
of the House extended towards the executive branch. Members of the House of Representatives,
therefore, are able to conduct inspection through parliamentary committees and censure debates
which will be resulted in a better effectiveness of check and balance mechanism. More
importantly, direct election of Prime Minister can also provide a complete support and protection

for the Royal institution from any political affairs.

Field of Study: Laws Student's Signature

Academic Year: 2014 Advisor's Signature
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**2 The Constitution of Japan, Article 69. “If the House of Representatives passes a non-

confidence resolution, or rejects a confidence resolution, the Cabinet shall resign en masse,

unless the House of Representatives is dissolved within ten (10) days.”

> Article 66. “The Cabinet shall consist of the Prime Minister, who shall be its head, and

other Ministers of State, as provided for by law.
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The Prime Minister and other Ministers of State must be civilians.
The Cabinet, in the exercise of executive power, shall be collectively responsible to the Diet.”
> Article 67. “The Prime Minister shall be designated from among the members of the
Diet by a resolution of the Diet. This designation shall precede all other business.
If the House of Representatives and the House of Councillors disagree and if no agreement can
be reached even through a joint committee of both Houses, provided for by law, or the House of
Councillors fails to make designation within ten (10) days, exclusive of the period of recess, after
the House of Representatives has made designation, the decision of the House of
Representatives shall be the decision of the Diet.”
> Article 68. “The Prime Minister shall appoint the Ministers of State. However, a majority
of their number must be chosen from among the members of the Diet.
The Prime Minister may remove the Ministers of State as he chooses.”

P 9ns JunSTUR, “nsvuiunsnsiaeumsidiiuaznielasgessuuauisnveandnsine

WVSANTIY 2540 wATSTETTUUAMIANTIYRNTNT NG WNsAnIY 25507, Wi 262.

" Article 7. “The Emperor, with the advice and approval of the Cabinet, shall perform the

following acts in matters of state on behalf of the people: Dissolution of the House of

Representatives.”
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> Article 76. “The whole judicial power is vested in a Supreme Court and in such inferior

courts as are established by law.
No extraordinary tribunal shall be established, nor shall any organ or agency of the Executive be
given final judicial power.
All judges shall be independent in the exercise of their conscience and shall be bound only by
this Constitution and the laws”.
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