Chapter VI

The Spirs

-The Spirs~ is Goldingts latest book apd the most substantizl
ana. The foeml point of the book is the spirs that dominates all the
living characters., Blindly inspirited by his oun vision, Dean Jocelin
of Barchester Cathedral decides that the spire must be built, directly
fram the heart of the cathedral, four hundced fesi high ithout
Toundations. He uses his faith as its foundations. He is happy hecausa
the vizicn of his life is put into stome.

In The Spire- Golding uszes $he historical past as his backeround.
The story is based on the building of the famous Spire of Sallsbury
Cathedral during the reign of Bdward £{Z. It was built without adequata
foundations, yot it has stood for six hundred yoars: it is said therefors
to have becn built on feith, The book is mo®, of' course, a historleal
novel , Golding is not primarily wdth anthentie historical detail,
(though there is no planty of this), but with & timeless human probdlem,
Jocelin's spire is built on faith, without foundstion. I% 1s callsd
"Jocelin's Folly" since it is loclish %o expect the spire to stand when
its builders defy ths basic lawa of construction, But at the end of the
book thers it stands, rising four hundred feet into the air from the
heart of the cathedral, thz glory of the church.

The central theme of the book is the problem of distinguishing
between faith ang vanity, bebween the saint and the proud maﬁ; betwezn,

uwltimately, pood and evil, Golding shows how lar faith san go, now much
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it can achieve ("Faith® said S5t, Paul “can move mountains,“) yoi asks
the disturbing tut relevant question: “where is the bordanline hztveen
Faith and vanity?" The reader is lelt to decide whether Jocelin is
really on the sida of the angels or the devils,

Like many great men, soms sainis have very difficult and ﬁﬁrd
lives because they are never underatood by their contemporaries, They
hnve vision and are therefors misunderstood by their fellovmen. Lzepite
her great faith in God that brought victory to France, Joan of 4n¢ wms
accused of heresy, witcheraft and sorcery and was consequently burnt
at the stalte. TI% was many years after her nartyrd;m hefors people
realized bthat she was a saint. She was burnt in 1431 and finslly
canonized inIlQEDa IIt took only half an hour to burn her and more than
four centuries to find out the truth about her, It seems that they
must be purished because of their borm genins since they are condemned
to be alore in the world, Once Shaw's St. Joan cries desperately,

'Wes: I am slone on earth: 1 have always baen alnne.,EZTE T=an Jocelin
is like Saint Joan in a way. Peopls meither understand him nor accaph
his vislon. He alore must [ight and meke sacrifices lor vhat he believes
in, which is invisible to the others. As far as the problem of good

and evil 1s concernsd, evil does exist in this wnrld.nnt only to contrast
wlth and assure that good exists but also bacomes, sometimes, the

foundation of gvod.
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The story begins with Jocelin‘s.averwhelming Joy and z:ds with
his agonizing death. He has great joy becauss vhat he has wited for
half of His life is coming %rus: the spire of his vision is poing So
be transformed into a concrate form., He sirongly believes thet he ig
chosen by God to do this work and that it 1s his duty to fulfil God'is
ﬁnmmandu He has faith and believes that God will provide the Ioundaticnsz,
To the chancellor vho brings him the modsl of the spire he says, . .«
foundatiopns, I loow, Put God w511 provida,"z?j To him faith ig tne
only solid foundation for every thing. 4g the spire; in spite of
objections by his cclleagues and servants, begins to be set wp oc’agon
by cctagon, unforeseen, bitter conflicis are born.

FPangall, the old werger. is against building because tho crude
workmen dlwvays make fun of him. His instinet tells him that they ars
surely going to do him harm, "Ons day, they will kiil mepﬂg?£ he tells
Jocelin, and vhen the latter answers, "They shant’t kill you. [ one
shall kill ynup“z?ﬁ Pangall retorts, “Then they will driwe me outv“’??6
Pangall is against fhe spire above 2l) 'becanse fthere are no foundatlons,

and Jocelin's Folly will fall before they fix the eross on the top.ﬂzT?
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The Pangall family has lived in the church from the beginning, Hy
grzat-great-grandlfather helped %o build its,“‘z?8 he toasts. Hz feals
that he belongs to the church and is part of it. It is painfuail and
unbearable for him to sse the cathedral destroyed by the {ilthy hands
of those brutal workmen, He rescts against this as though he forasees
his own fate; that be himself and his wife will be used as the foundations.
ind to Pangallfs fear Jocelin econtemptuouely answers, #¥ou ave like all
the rest; .., You haven'$ any faith,</0
Father Anselm the Sacrist votes against Jocelin because he is
sure that the new spire is going %o destroy the cbureh. hen he loocks
at Jocelin his eyes say, Y.,, the invisible thing up there is Jocselin's
Folly which will fall, and in its fall, bury and destroy the churchu"zﬂg
then Jocelin blames him because he lets the workmen defile the church by
their [ilthy songs he calmly answers, At lesst they don 't destroy it,“zﬂj
And Jocelin is irritatad bscause ho knows tﬁat what Father dnselm really
wvants to say is that he 1s worse than those workmen because he is going
to destroy the church by his spire, Even young deacons are elso against
him and despite thelir respect to his face they blame him behind his back:
"3ay what you iike; he's prowd."

YAnd igmrant,? 2
"Do you know what? He thinks he 19 a saintl & man like thati
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The master buildes, Boger Mason, tries to dissuade the Dean
from his old intention of building the spire becsuss the Ffoundation ig
ot suffecient to support such a weight and such a Fafpght of four hundred
feot. As a sldlful builder he knows that the business cannot g0 on aad
it will surely bring destruction tc the whole church sines the apire is
golng to be built right from the heart of the eathadral; il it fails,
the fall must destroy the whole chureh, Even Rachel, the masisr buildar‘e
wvife, a rather silly woman who neither knows mox dogs anything bui roam
around her husband, deras to take pari in the argumeat because even she
knows that "a spirs goes doun as far as it go2s up... that thsre has o
be as much weight undsr a bullding ag there is over it. So if you ars
going up four hundred foet you will have to go down [our hundied feet.@aj

Dezpite all these objactdlons; Jocelin remains c¢olm amd staady:
the spire is to be built apd finished vithin two years., Ho holiewes in
his oun vislon and nothing can change hls w3ll. He kiows that bhe is
just a selecied instrument used by God to fulfil the Dvine 11, %o
build His Glory. Althovgh hs alons must fight for the new spire, he doas
not faeel lppely at all because ho feels that his guardian angel is
always vith him. For this he lg heartily gratefiul %o God, "I do Thy
work; and Thou bas sent Thy messsnger to comfors: msq”gaé Tnen how can
he defy Him who alweys gives him mepcy? He would rather defy his own

fellowmen than God,
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The spire, when it is yet the visiod; is a pure, lonocead,
simple thing. But when it begins to materialise it bescomes go complex
that even Jocelin himself is stunmed and becomes suspicious of hig owm
vlsion, Jocelin is ml staken when he first thinks that tie spirs would
cogt only money., After having stapted bullding he reaiizes that it
costs much more than that. Yet he determinss %o sacrifics ewvesrybhing
ne matter what it will cost - "Let it bs zo, Cost what you lil{ec“285
The spire means so much %o him that any withdraval is completely impossible,
Once the building 1s begun, it must surely riss to its endy Jaﬁelin-
mrrmurs to hmself, 1 difn't krow how much you would cest up thers; four
hundred fect of you, 1 thought you would c¢ost mo more than woney. Bus
still, cost wvhat you like.,"256 In fact the cost is almwost foo expensive
for him,

Through the sppearance of the spire, feacs disappears from
the church. Tie unity and friendship smong the priests ave broken,

Most of the priests vate against the dean and can giue nim only a false
respect. With his authority Joeslin suppreases them. He uses obedience,
one of the main disciplines, as & weapoa te overcome them, yet under the
placid gurfacs, there is frustration. 4 dark shadow falls all over the
church and its pecple as if doomsdsy was drawving near. Everything is

in disorder and bescomes abgurd:

"# dark night had not descendad oa the cathedral, bu% = micdday
wvithout sun and therefore blasphemously without hope. Thars
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wag hysteria in the laughter of the choir boys, ... laspite

thiz laughter, these snigsers, the services went on, and

business wvmg donme but as in the burden of somd nearly
overvhalming weight., Chapler was testy, songschool was dull
or fretful apd full of coughing, and the boys quarre.led
withoui knowving why. Littls boys cried for mo resson, Big
boys were heevy-eyed from nighimares of roseless men vio
floated bemeath the pavements, their flat faces presced
against a hesvy lid, ... My and night acts of worship wand
on in the stink and haifdark, where the candles I1luvmineted
nothing but close haloss of vapour; ard %he woices wose, in
fear of age and death, in fear of weight and dinension, in
fear of darlmess and a universe without hope,’?

The elr iz full of dusi snd dirt, The psaceful atmosphers is
usurped by talking, shouting, ovdering, dragging voods, ﬁheeling and
dropping loads. The prayers ara drowned by worlmen's filthy curses and
- the sweet; sacred songs of the choir toys ara obscured by the vorlmenis
nasiy gongs. Pesldes, slmost sll iinds of wickedness happen in ihe
chureh, The workrea murder a man and no one seems to woties, A workman
falls through the hole above ths ¢rossways and is killed and buried ad
the hottom of the [oundation pli. The old chamesllor walks against
the il vhich 1ma formerly the docr he hass used all his life, and he
is struck by panic thinking that the cslestial gate is clossd agzningt
him; ho dies soon aiterverds, a roken man. Tha most wicked incidani
iz the adultery committed by the mazber bullder, He seduces Cocdy,
Pangall's imnocent and lowely wifs, Thess Incidents are all hurdeng that
fall on Jocelin's back, 4And the hardesh of a2ll is the last cass, the
scandalous relatienship betw2an Roger and Goody ~ that they hzve used

sucﬁéfacred placos to commlt & sin, is slmost unbearable to him and once
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he cries out irritahly and in frustfatiunII WFLlahi Filth E“ESd L% seams

that the vietims of the spall of tiwe spire hold Jooelin ragpensilh.
because he alone witnesses this vicious affair and that is why Pangal
locks dumb when he hears the deanis cry. In ordsr to hide the trus
meaning and make it logleal to the verger and in ordsr to lesd ile
latter’s intention in the other dirsction, he then contimes his
complaint, "The placa is filthy dizty! They diriy everythingj"ggg In
fact both place and people Deccme dirty, The difference is that ona
can vash away dirt from the placs, from ths floor bub peopleis dich
cannot be removed; it is as & bizthmark.

BDegplte his strong will to sacrifice everything, Jovalin is
shattierad by thess unexpected events, He feels discouraged and
desperate. MHs preys o his guwardian angel to strengthen him, “Bug
thers vas no angel: only the tldes of fesling, sirling, priclring,
burning -~ a horror of the burgeoning evil thing,“zgﬂ He iz burnt by
his own inner evil beecsugs he knows that hs hag made use of the psople
around him, They are reducsd to instruments used hy him for building:
" ... for aven to him, his instruments, these peopla he had %o uge,
seemed 1itile more than apes now that clambered aboub the building:."ﬁg1
Fe aleo sees them as tha clockfigures weiting to be strusk and then

fall into the foundation pit in order to Fill it: WThers was Goody
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Pangall, Pangall with his broom, Jehsn, the dumb man, Roger Macon; it
was ag if they were clock figures, frozen in attitudes of mechanical
activlty and weiting for the hour to strike., They were an irregular
circle; and the centre of this circie was the open pith“EQE Auad uhen
their time ‘comes, the sirike falls fetally on them, one by ome, and they
fell into the pit and become the foundations themzelwes,

Thig 1s a tragedy that elmest breaks Joclin's heard becouse
he hag to destroy the people hs lowes. But he haz no cholez sings he
has crazily fallen in love with $he spire and can do everything for it's
sake; he 13 willlng even to tremple om his beloved people, He lets
himself be degraded by thoss superstitious rude workmen, 1bsy igrore
him and never pay him any respsct. The master builder is wulgar end
impudent. Yet he must endure Rogerls vulgarity. Jocelin keeps usrning
himgself, "I must be eareful mt to anger him {he though®). is long as
he does vhalt 1 wani; let him say vhat he likes,"72 Hg tries to console
Pangall and asks him tc andure for enly two years for the spira’s make,
-Tﬁé workmen always torturs and malke fun of old Pangall becauss, as Roger
tells Joezlin," It7s our wmy of kesping off kad luck. "% % makes use
of Goody Pangell bscauss hs kmows that Roger desiies her sinca she is
completely differant from hls wife who 1s mers 1iko a man than s woman,

Jocelin knows that Goody ™will ksep him here ™7 until the spire is
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‘finished. Although the sacrifice of Goody is wost painful to him, it is

indispensible, bescauas E}s love for the spire ig greater than his lowa
for her! #nd in order %o lessen his agony he keeps telling himself,
"Iip abouk my Father's businassg“z?é

His lowe for Goody is not as pure end Inracent as that of
Fathar for child. In fact it is much more complicated than that. IJ%
is obvious that hls love for her is partly se:nal. Her feminlne paturs
appeals atrongly and is almost irvesistable %o him., Althouch ke dong
8 priestiz robe; he himself is s%ill & human being whose wild inssinclbive
nature can be easily aroused by &he opposite sex, His own feeling towards
her is clearly rewealed at the sight of the relationship batween her and
Roger, and hls inner woice achoes within him, "I need youl Befors voday
I dida't really koovw why, Fozgive mei“zg? Ha trizs his besti %o resist
no mattar how much her figore baunts him. He must find anpther wsy,

He hes not only used her as e prey to allure Roger to fall into nis mo%
and go on building the spire but he slso identilies himgelf with Roger
who has dome what he wanis to do himsell. Through Roger he has achieved
his vicarioua satisfaction.

Escaugs of the dirt involved in building the spire, the cimzch
beging to stink like a stagnant peel. Amd Jocelin alone must b2
responsible for this. The hipher the spire grows, the heavier the
welght which falls on Jocelin's back. He bazoomes restiess. The angel
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is with him mo more. He sees four pecple: Goody, Fangzll, Foger and
R_e_:.-::hellg dance in the sngals® place. He is olvays tormented by remorse
that be has dellberately brought them destructiom in ordsr to fulfil his
oun vislon. And as though to prophesy his destiny, bhe sses himself,
in his nightmare, crucified and people come to sneer at and tovtuce himg
among them ars Roger, Rachell and Pangall. He also sses "Satan himself,
rising out of the west, clad in rothing but blazing hair shood owar his
nave and worked at the bullding, tormenting 1*1:'.11-“1"2@8 He is tortu-ed by
the evil things which are the sequences of the building. He has troded
these four psople for the spire’s sake and also for himself, for iths
own salvalion since the spire, for him, is the highest, nohlest proyer
man can achieve in order to bring 2im salvaticon, He has to sacrifice
other people for hls owm salvation becavse 'we are gach responsible for
OuUr oun salvaticnﬂﬂzqg

Iegpite all this outer pressure and inner mortification
Jocelin forces the spire up stone by stone, fool by foot and pinnacle
after pinnacle. Feopls call the spire "Jocelin's Tolly" but he answers,
"The Folly is not mine, It's God's Folly. Even in the old deys He never
asked men to do what was reagonabls, ien can do that for themselves,
They can buy and sell, heal and govsrm, Bu% thsn out of some dezp place

comes the command to do what makes #o sense at all - to build a ship on

dry land; to =it among the dvnghills; to marey a vhowre: to sat their =zon
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2GO
on the altar of sacrifice. Then if men hawe faith, a new thing 4S5,

Jocelin has done everything according to God s command. If the work
does not make any sense it is Godis fauli not his. God hes chosen him
to do this work so 1% is not his duty to find ocuk whether it is
redspnable; logieal or nmot. It seams to man that God commands him to
do vhat makes no sense at all, But ""Your ways are not my w»ays,’ calih
the Lord." The faet is that man fails to understand God's way, FBith
ig the only and finel thing that wil)l make averything possible and
croate nev things in the werld. A4zd his colossal spire i1z o2 thing
that is built on faith., Here Jocelin seems to say that God has to te
responsible for all ewil things that have happened; since God has chosen
him te do His work God must bs angwerable to the consequence of Hig
choice,

Yhan the beilding has progressed two hundred and fifty fecy,
Noger tells Jocelin that 14 cannot continue since the earth 1s beginning
to cr2ep. One step hipher will surely bring about i%s fall. Rogsr
wants to stop working with him and find another job. But Jocelin wdll
not release him from the sealed contracht and assures him that the spire
can be uilt and wiil be built becauss Roger, too; is chosen by God fo
acgomplish this work. "He chose me. He chooses you,® he fells Roger,
"to £111 the diagram with glass and iron and stons, ™' Roger feels bhat

he is cheated and trapped i?xnetg But Jocelin does not accept that it
=8
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is his net but God's, He says to Roger, "D'you think youw can escape?
fou're not in my nst - oh yes, Roger, I understand a number of 3hings,
how you are drawn, and twisted, and tormented ~ but it fsa't my met.
It's His, We can neither of us aveid this wurk.“302 He varns Zoger %o

work quickly se that he will be strong emough to break the net, ¢ he

stays in there so long he will be caught by fthe ma jor evil“jﬂj

ang nover
be able to break the net. ﬁlthough Hoger does not clearly understand
what Jocelin says, he cannot keep feeling disgusted at the dean’s
cunning, "I believe youire the devil," he whispars to Jocelin, 'the
devil himselfu"304 Hoger finally gives in, partly because of the
contract and partly because of Goody whose husband, the rumour says, has
run sway and degerted her, In spite of human filth amd conflict the
spire plerces higher and higher inte the sk,

By now "thers was a kind of necessary marriage; Jocslin and
the spireq"305 Everything becowss trivlel and is put aside. For two
years thore is neither prayer nor confession in the church whichk is 17t
cold and dark beeause candles stop burning. People dare rot coms to use
the church because they are afraild of the fall of the spire and because

its shadow falls on the vhole c¢hurch and darkens it. Jocelin himself

ceases to pray and confess because the spire is the highest disgram of
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Prayer, it is "the crown, the ultinate prayer. v In order to =zseape

From all the confusion he elimbs wp the zpire often and staye hiners low
a long time: "he would climb eggerly,. like a child that sesks coufort
from its mother, Only he did mot care %o think of 3 mntherpﬁjﬁ? Se
feels cemfortsble hecauss he is far fram all problems and is fioating
avay wivh the spire from all Filth snd dirt. To him it is miraculoug
that the spire can float withﬁut foundatiens. God has provided the
invisible foundations, The spire will be so high that 1% will seam %o
touch heaven, It seems that he con reach salvation by the spire. From
1ts towering helght, like God who pseps over the world, he lcoks down
brooding over this stale world full of wickedness. He compares 4his
world to an ark that contains all swil things and the spire i; like the
mast thal {its the ark, So it seems that he makes the place of evil
perfect,

The stones begin to sing because of the height and the ueightn
About this the cheerful angwer Jocelin gives to the workers is, “It 1il)
paﬂsoﬂags As the spive is set higber and higher Jocelin is toriured by

fear that it will not reach 1%s end; Rogsr is equally tormenied by feer

of helght, I8 becomes moody and unpepular among his men and wliimately

134

leaves them all alome up thera, Jocelin knows that they ars superstiticus

and feels that they need him. He zoes up there and is weleomed because
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309 He becomes part of the crzvw helping

"he was a speeillc apainst fesr,?
them in building, Although the stones striek and sing, the pilisrs band
and the earth creeps and cravls, the spire is draving %o its end, lony
times Foger wants to stop but is always overcome by the Dsan. Thé uitvation
becoms s more and more tense. Things seem ko haprenin order to add more
weight of the burden on Jocalin's shoulders. u.lready he has beard how
people in the eity curse him for énding the services in the esihedral

-And when Goody is uiﬁh child, Jocelin knows wiat people will say -

"First Jocelinis Folly: and now Jocelins whnrea"Bqﬂ

Soon affiez the
scandalous quarrel betvesn Rachel and Roger about ker, Goody dize in
childbirth, One of 'the workmen suddeniy deseris his friends (niatly
and leaves behind him an uneasy, mysterious atmosphere wiih hl=
superstifious fallows, Roger begins to drink, cursing and bemoaning
Goody's death. Desplte these inconsnlable circumshances the zoiie
pierces gloricusly highsr and higher, Zven the threatenming, wruel
weather cannot stop Jocelin and his workmen. They work in haste ageinst
‘the marciless elemends end compete with tima, To Jocelin, Pi%'s become
a race between me and the Dewil, "e'trs going faster both of us, racing
for the line. But I shall win,"'! This is Joeelin's pride and ego
thinkinh that he ecan beat the Davil. Tt seems that everything 1s against

him, against the spire. And in the rain storm en octagon tumbles dotm,
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Jocelin feels that God has challengad his sbility bacause by now his
guardian angel has left hin alone to fight against uhe storm which is
Satan who "in the likensss of a cosmic vildead lsaph off all four feeth
on the north east horizon and come gereaming down at Jocelin avd Mo
folly ... and what had once been tha whispered expostulations of &he
spire sms novw & shouting end screaming with ths roar of released Lutan
as a sort of universal black backgruundn“312 Only Joeelin's sivong wrili
and faith finslly drive the spire to its end.

It is at this point that the povel rsaches ite climax, Jocalin
has driven too high, so the fall is e fatal one, He is put on trial and
many accusations are made against him. He ams kept a whore in ths
chuirch and his relationship with her is auspecﬁédq He has deserted his
religious duties im the chureh, His geod worlmen turn out to be
"murders; cut-throats, rowdies, Erawlers; rapers, notaricus fornicators,
sodomites, athieatép or worse¢“313 Be has moi been to confeasion fow
a long time and meapwhila has had a close connachion with those wiehad
men. He has deliberately build the spire from his ocun wWislon apd thad
causes the debt. Amd his talk about being caught by witcherafli makes the
mission guspect his madness, Ris ppeition as dean is talen awoy fron
him. Jocelin once cries oubt dasperately, "I thought I wes chesen: a
spiritual pan, loving above all: cad given specific work to dg¢“31¢ The
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resompense e rageives is depracotisn, Lstred ond reVenme. [ 2
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Horrified by wnat his 'faith® has achiewved, he ecries zloud,

) “Elasph;;y1"318 In the Jast straw of bis conscicusness he trier to fixd
out whether he is decieved by his wision or not, Is it & trug vwision
or viteheraft? Is it hls [aith or his o'm vanity that strengtheng himy
In his confused mind he thinks of 2 saint, Beremice, and musmiss
incomplete speech which is incomprehenaible to Father Adam:

"Berenice "

"Jaint 7w

18aint, "

iJocalin "
He tries in vain to make Father Adam understand him and recognize %hat
the saint's vay is mot the common peopleils wey and it is diffeuly fox
them to understand.

"How proud their hope of hell is. Thers is no Lnnocent woik,
God knows vhers God may beg“319 In gplte of his highest diagvem of
prayesr, his praise of God, it sséms to him that hz will ecertainly go %o
hell, He is cursed to nell because of this towering colossus. Tozer
curses him to hell and calls him the devil himself, Jecelin acespis
that he is a fool who blindly offers himself to such & graat vorl bub he
vould not accept that he is the devil since the devil is his potential
engmy whom he races with all the time: "Ones you said I was 4he devil
hig=el{, It isn't true. Ifm 2 fool ... and thereis some kiod of Blight

on my hands, I Injure snyone I touen, particularly those I Jovs, 02
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He now learns that there ié ng innacent werk in the wordd.

The greater the vork ls, the more complicated ii becomes., Thers ie mo
great work that is mot gwlty, This work is guwiliy bezgause it has as
its foundations many kirdz of wlcksdness; deatl; advliery, murder, Lis
aunt ‘s corrupt money, 4Ard it is built by the hands of those criminaln,
"The splre seems foundad on human Filth.® Also by "not immocentd ' he
means that there 1z no great work thaﬁ is npt haymful, o one can zet
anything without paying for it. One has to pay for whal onz has got,
The greater the thing is the more one has %o pay for it. In oSher words
all great good and all great works demand sacrifics. Psrhaps Joczlin
has forgot 4o considar thié fact and then thinks that he is deceived
by his ovn viasion. In his final death strugele he soresms -

MTh's like an appls tpas]idel
He thinks that his oun visicn iz like an appletres that tempied 4dam and
Eve to evil, to commlt a sin, If the vision is %true why has he to
suf fer 1iie this; why has he to injure all the people he loves; uhy dees
it cause many seandalous and wicked events?

In the lagt paragraph the reader is lefi to decide himsell
whether Jocelin repents and gets his faith back or mot. Bubt in charity
and sympathy Father Adam sssumes, for the dead man's advaniage that a
tremor of his lips might be dnterpreted as "od! God: God!® oand he lays
the Host on the dead man's tongue. But Father Adam's interprivhation

might be yrong since the exsct word which is heard before that is "an
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appletree.” In tihe lagh thread of his life, i% seems that Jopcelin has
logt his faith in his own vision. Yet we can assume that his vision is
true since the spire has set gloriously after his death, Tt has mot
fallen as people prophesied, 1t seems that it is Jocelin who has fallen,
Since he has driven go high as four hundred feel so he must fall a3 desp
a2 the climb 1s high. And hls fall i3 so fatal theat he com®s to suspect
the truth of bis wlsion,

In this book Golding sacrifices all charseters for the spire.
The spire dominates all living characters, He means to use it zs the
symbel of suffering and torment that man must endure, This is obviously
seen when the model of the cathedral with the spire is described as -
man lying there pierced by the speay:

UThe model was llke a man lying on his bhack., The nawe was his

legs placed together, the transepts on either side wers his

srms outspread., The choiw wes his body: and the Lady Chepsl

whers now tha service would be =sld, wes his head. 4nd now

also, springing; projecting, bursting, erupting from the

heart of the bullding, there was its crown and najesty, the

ney spire,"322
The whole model oi‘ the cathedral with the spire 1s like the cruecified
Christ. &nd Golding seems %o use if as a conspicuous reminder to man
that they were redeemed by suffering, that they '"must dle in order that
they might live "

EBven Jocelin himself and his suffering are to symbolize Jesus
Christ when in his nightmare he drsams thalhe himsel%sbaing orucified,
sneared/it. jeered/a%nd tormented by pesople. Jocelin's apparent despair
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in his deathbed at the snd when ﬁe cries suspectiyd his cﬁn vigicn
is parallel to Christ's agonizing ¢ry [rom the cross .- My God, iy God,
why had thou forsaken me?" Jocelin suffers for salvation like Jesus wio
had endured all sufferings in the world 1n order that his people 1ill
reach salvation,

The referanca to Josus Christ is rather ironic simply beeauss
Jocelin's integrity is in question; when his 1ife's dream has becone
reality, when he hag striven so long apparently to achieve God!'s till,
has he saerificed too much in the process? Has he not perhaps been
guilty of the deadly sin of pride, and does he at the end commit the
most heinous sin of all, the sin of despair? Once again Golding ends
on the same moie. The church wells are not strong enough to withstand
the forces of evll., Nor is the monkfs robe sufficient to presscve on

a man from evil's influsace . 'the ensmy is within.
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