Chapler ¥

Free Fall

Golding 's fourth mowel Free Fall 4s the poal towards vwkich
he has been working through the thres praviouns novels, In a wery
illuminating article on this important book, Mr., Ian Gregor and ir. Mark
Kinkaad-YWeekes have writien: “'Qgg@.qf the FTlisg® givag& grim endorsemant
to the child as Tfather of the men®; 'The Inheritors' sees man in

relation to the life wvhich preceded him; ‘Pincher Martin' in relation

to the life that awalts him, What has been carefully exéluded is Fhe
central relationship of Man in relation to Man, T4 is precisely to this
subject that Mr. Golding addresses himsell ia 'Free Eé}lfqﬂzﬂg The action
of the three preceding beoks takes place ip an unfamiliar environment,

for ramnvad.frnm present-day irealify’, So far, CGolding's myth has been
enacted on a desert islamd, in & primitive forsst, and on an igolated

rock in the middle of the Atlantic. Thus he has made his point about

the timeless, inherent quality of manfs evlllby deliberately wranching

g away from famili%r settings of timz and place. But now, having

convinged us that the human dilemma 18 not egsentlally a soclal probilem,

that it is "for more fundaneniel than a complex of taxas“pziﬂ he wanis,
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in his fourth book, to stress that the dilemma is purs and we, alier all,
are living in a speciflc socisty, not on desert islands or isclated rocks.
S0, he takes the same myth a fourth time, the myth of the Fall, and
presents 1t in more femiliar circumstances, To remind us thet the thems
is the same, there are dsliberate echoes of the eariier bocks, Semmy's
life in the grammar school echoes ths lives of the British achoolboys in
Lord of the Flies'. The collision bstwesn sophisticated Philip irnold!s
arvil and Johnny Spragg’s good is a parallel of the conflict hetwsen the
inmcent, virtuous Meanderthal man and the civilised but corrupi Homo
Saplens. And the hsro, like Pincher Maptio, is a great meggot vho
sacrifices people io his:oﬂn lust, |
Golding™s mew hero, then, telongs tc twentieth century =ociety -

he is a modern man among men - gonstantly lnlluencing or belng infliuencad.
Through the hero's nmarretion we see the world as it usually is and his
characters live in a normel eviromuent. Although im ‘Pincher Martin

the hero's nature is also revealed by his relationship with other pzople,
we pbaerve this relationship only through Pinéher*s confused recollections
while he himself is cast up on the rock struggling for survival. But
Samuel’s world is a real social wordd im vhich he meets and knows many
kimds of people. |

A% one point Hamusl Mﬁﬁntjny hns found to his agonlzing amazement

that he has lest his freedom to cbooss., He knows that he once had free
will tp meke his own choics, At on® time he was free to choose anything

he liked. His freedom was once so real that he thought he could taste



o

Jt. The taste of fresdom was like %the taste of patatoesu“211 b now

he can e more taste i%: because of "the declaiom made Freely that cost
2

me my freedom." 12 Ho recslls the iilms he sat by the Ffountain:

"I wag wery small and I was sitting on the stome surround of
the pool and fountein in the centre of the park. There s
bright sunlight, banks of red and blue flouers, greeh lawn.
There was no guilt but only the plash and splatter of the
fountain at the centre, I had bathed and drunk-znd now 1 wuzs
sitilng on the warm stone edge placidly considering vhat T
should do next. The gravelled paths of the park radiated {rom
ma: and all at once I v@s overcome by a new kiowledge I could
take uhlchever I would of these paths. There was nothing to
draw ma down one more than the ether. I danced down ore g
joy in the %aste of potatoes, I wms free. I had chosen.®<13

The freedom has been loast between that momsnt and %hz present, The whola
book is & search for the exact point of time when the frsedom vas
sacrificed: it is alsc an examination of the ferribls consequencaes of
such a sacrifice and; less obviously, of the welcoms release from
tooiurityy dgnorance which comes with the individual's vnderatanding of
his evil nature.

Since the wepry first paragraph sesms to suggast tha whols thene
of the book in minlature, it musi be guoted in full,.

"T have walked by stalls in the markei-plaee vhere books, dog-
ear2d and faded from their purple, hava burst with a “rhite
hosanna. I have ssen peoples erownsd with a double crovm,
holding in sither nand the erook and flail, the power and the

g£lory. I hava understood how the scar becomes 4 star, I have
Feli the flake of firs fall, miraculous and pentecosial. Wy
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yesterdays walk vith me. They kesp step, they are grey faces
that peer over my shovidsr. X live on Peradlse Hill, ten
minutes Crom the station, thirty seconds from the shops and
the loeal, Yet T am a huening smebeur, tora by the irrational
and inecherent, violently searching and self-condemned, 214

58

The book which follows this paragiaph contains all the elemenis mentioned -

the Lenten purple and the white hozannz, the crook of the Shepherd,
Christ, and the scourge of justice sdministered %o him. It shows how
scarg may become stars, how a4 man may experience through his tears the
transfiguration of the pentecostal wision. ™It wvecords a lknovledge of
an ¢ld myth - the Christian myth - mads new by bsing actualised and
realiszed in emperience M

To the search for the point of loss of freedom; Sammy divides
hisg life into thyree perieds: childhood, adolescence and maphood. In each
period he will not taks any events for granted; even the minute ones for
fear that the smallest point showld contain the wital elus. He
investigates not only oceurrences and enviromment but alse all pzople
with whom he has been in conbact,do one is excused, ot even hls own
mother. it the end of each perioed, afier hawlng searched viclently for
the point thet causes his fall, he siuvays shopz tc ask "Here?% If he
finds that the answer is Plbt hers," he continues Ids szarch until he
reaches a point of recognitlon where he finds that his deliberzie
deeclision has caused his fall., Soomy's momolrs sr2 not prosented
chronologically, They are arvanged in order of significance, The logis
of the events 1s not in their ftime sequence but in thelr relatiws

Importance,

1.



Born in 1917, durlng the restiess time of revolution, Semmy is
2 bastard vho never knous his father and suspscts that even his mother
does mt know him either, Perhaps his fathér wag a soldier who ceme %o
flght in the time of tuwmult and %hen leftxthare wvhen peace refurned, He
asks his mother several times who his father is and the answers vary
according to her mopd; he vas once a soldier, once a teacher, a parson
and ave? the Prince of Wales. e knows and his mother knows thai they
are creating en ldeal father, but finally Sammy gives up the idol of his
fafher and concludes, "My father was not a man, He was speck shapsd like
a tadpole invisible to the naked eya, He had no heed and no heard, He
was as zpeclalized ard soulisss as a guided missila.“21ﬁ

Sazmy lives ln & slum, Hotten Row, wiih his mother who is
indifferent, secretlive and Incomprehensible yet he fsels imrm and secure
when she is near him, His definition of hsr is:

W3he terrifies i she does mot frighten.

She reglects but she does not wmrp or exploii.

She 1s violent withovt malice or crusltiy,

St is adult wlthout patzonsge or condsscension.

Sha is warm without possessivensss,

But above all, she is thare.®21%
Zhe is content with her life, tales any kind of job availabie; charring,
washing and sweeplng public buildings, pichking hops. OShe is quist and to

217
him "she is complets and fimel az a full stop.® Despiie hor hard work

during the day she always enjoys herself in the pub naxt tc thelr homsz at
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night, She is a type who A1l get as much happiness aod enjoyeent for
a3 long az possiblé. But she never thinks ard worriss sbout tha futuve,
Sammy grovs up smong dirt and filth apd frustration. Povesty woles the
people around him rude; they, lncluding his mother, auaryei ang lesd
nasty lives, Since his home 1s next to the pub he has seen vhat a
little boy should rot have seen,

Iuring those days only Evie, a girl who 1s one or tue years oldew
than he, makes him see the world as beautiful and vonderful. It =tems
to Sammy that Evle knows everything., 3She krows so much that he cannpt
help adoring her. He believes in everything she tells him. He is led,
vithout avareness, into Evla's world of fantasy., “/en she sszcorts him
to the infant school, she tells him storiss ﬁhat.both copvince and
horrify him, Uhen he grows up he begins to realize that all the stories
Evis has told him ars nothing bui fantesy and she herself is a great
1lar, Thus Evie gredually fades from his 1i7e and in her place appear
Sapmy 's two boyfriemds who are ag alose 4o him as Evie oncs 1as; they
are Johnny Spragg and Fhiilp Armpld.

Johnny is very interasfad in asroplanss and he pursvades Sammy
to sneak into an airfleld into whics eniry is prohibited, They are
chaged avay h& g soldier, Later they stsal into 2 pgensral's garden and
are caught, Yot aflter he-has axemined wery carfully thess tivzo incidents
Sammy finds that neither of them moiiveted ithe turning point in his life.
Meither his mother; nor Evie; nor Johnny Spragg are influencial einough
to sheer his life. The only person that has altsred i% is Fhilip Armld,

a friend of his in an elementary schosl,



to witness violence, He is always tha itarget of mocksry and blows glven
by other boys, yet he ig more dangsrous than thsy. He pretends ang
flatters in order to be safe, He 1s the type best fitted to survive in
the modern world becsuze he knows about people and knouws how to use
them. Sammy is [irst aware of his jinferlority when the boys, aincluding
himsslfl, collect fageards. Sammy does not have as many as he wsnis
beceuse hiz mother amokes cheap cigareites., Philip persuadeshin to rob
the little boys of thelr fageards., It ls Semmy vho is responsible for
the theft but it is Philip who gets the fagcards. After this incident
Sammy for the first bime feels "my muilt stays on my back.®* C Yot his
-is oot so severe as o destroy his innocence becauge when he asks, “ls

this the point I am looking for?", the snswr is: "M, lot hare,®?1?

10

Philipls avll influence can bs more damsging than this., Sammyis

innpeence and faith in true {riendshlp make him f£2l] inte amcther of
Philip's iraps, with much more serlous consequences, Philip is fatelly
dangerous becauge be knows man's natures and knows how to use tﬁe right
parson for his own ends, Pplllpts parents are sirlct and devout members
of the Church of Englend. He is torﬁured by his parents and fiustrated
by the selfish local curate who makes money from religlon. He wanis fo
get even with the curate and the religion as a whole, Yst he is claver

enpugh not to stain bis own hands. He is a born pgychlatrist who knous

T
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that his false flatiery Ef Sammy -zl surely forece ths latter to keep up
hls posiiion es a leader — a daring hero vho can do everything, Fhilip

alse knows that Sammy's inferiority compiex wvhich malkes him feel like an
outcast from speclety will fores him %o nsed "something to hurt and break

just to show thema”zzﬂ

PHlllp dares him %¢c urinate on the altar of the
church, Semmy realizes too late thait he 1s caught hy Philipfs net: his
ego gives him no choics. He desecrates the church by spitiing on uhe
altar, and he alona mush take the consequencss of Philip's mefiy act of
revenge,

sammy the advlt feels that he has nothing to do with Sammy the
boy. The latter is only the boy ke knew once; he does no%h fesl
rosponsible for this boy's impudencs. Although thizs ineidsnt is noi
the cause of his fall, it is a liaok that joins tvo compietely different
episodes, his childhood and bis adolsscencs. Dwring his sziay in the
hospitel, hls wother dies, and with hsr deain the perled of his childhood
comzs to an end. This is the fixst sectlon of his iife in which he hasg
elaborately searched for the cause of his fall, Daspliie many incidants
vhich are the fruits of nis malconduct be hag Pourd wvith great relisf
that bis childhood is spant in "thess days of ferribls and irrosponsible
innncﬂn33“221 that save him frem any guilt, The wicked boy Semmy is
Hsoma other person in some other country %o whom i have this objectiye

and ghﬂstljJEGEESS,"EEE and that is why #if he had murdsred, T should
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fesl mo guilt, not even responsibility.o%%3 So amidet e1l the dirt and
nasty envirommant in the slum, he can still maintalin his irmocsucs; be
is frze from any fatal puilt. And when he asks himself, “#Here?¥ The

answar is "ot hereq"EE&

Thﬂﬁnaxt poricd of his completely aliered life besgins when he
mowes from the slum to stay in the wectory with Father Watis-Yati, the
local wviecar, vho becomgas his guardian after his mother's deaih. The
¢lzan ¢lothes, good foed; a comforieble bedrvom provided in hiz new
circumstances mean nothing to Sammy becouse the underioms of this
enviroment 3s indifferent coldoess, DHPere 3ammy and Father Wetbs-lath
live together but naver undepstand zech other. "The house 1tsel® was
cold with more than lovelesengss. ... #nd bed meant darkesss end darknsss

225 He prefers Hotten Row whers

the generalized and irratiocnal ﬁerrnm‘;
1life, despite its dirt and hard work, is varm, lively ard humsn, To

~those peopls ia the slum, "there is a sense in which vben we amerged

from ouwr &mall slum and Qera vashed, %he happineéss and securiuvy of life
vas washed ausy estlst:.,"zaEJ Lacking warmth apd understanding in ths rectory,
Sam considers the vhole process of ¢leansss inhuman and incomprehsnsible.

Mrs, Paseoe, the housekesper, is cold and unfatbomable. Father ails-

Watt is even worase. Hz iz queer snd sceemitrie. His sexual sbnormality
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scares Sam when he first meets him in the rectory. The first senience
he spesks to Sam 1s, "You'd be a pretiy child if you kepi yoursel?

27 The word “pretiy® ﬂmbﬂrmv&ﬁﬂ%ﬁ&m becauss it iz vasd Tox

¢lean."
girls only. The more Sem knows him, the more he iz scared by him.

Father Watts-llatt, vhose name suggests his own ilnexplicabls naiure; dees
many things that indieate his inclination to homo-sexuality amg that
frightens SJam mors tban the niphimzre apd the darkness in the bodioom.

Ths first night he comes %o Sam's bedroom, says many avkward things and

is going to xiss him if Sam anaters him that his mother wsed ic kiss nim

| good might. VYhen Sam is in the bathrcom ke comes and whispers tc Sam

to open the deor and forbids him in future to leck the bathraom doox,

He even orders Mrs, Pascos to see shout that; #He must pever boit the
bathiroom door -~ nevarl"228 Sam shivers, despite the facht thoh ko is
gitting in the hot water, He kaeps telling Sem %o go to hls Ledroom in
the mi@dle of the night if anyone comes to make Sam believe things atous
bdm, He tells Sam that he hes eremics who try to take awey hls reputation
ard dostroy him. Sam krows that be lles . snd says of him that, “he ves
incapable of spproaching a child streight bscause of ths ingrown and
festering desires that poisoned him."'229 He tries %o repress his dssiie

under the pretense of madness. Dul a men who pretends %o bz mad ig suyely

not completely sane, And Sam comss to the conalusion that; "He had a
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developing persecution maniaQEEBG .He makes up sbories and uses them as
an excuse to come into Sam's bedroom, Sem's instinet senses his lies
and knows that he pretemda “to be mad in order to ewvade the responsibility
for his own frightening.desires.,“231

Father Watts-Watt{ gends him to the local grammar school whers
his life develops under the influence of two %eachers: Mick Shalas and
Miss Pringle who represent the world of rationsl sclence and the world
of religion respectively., These tuo teachers' matures are complsiely
opposite, Miss Fringle 1s a pessimistic old mald who is both hypecritical
and sadistic, bul appears to be -religlous. GShe always tortures Sam and
pute him in a helpless position., Sam tries to find out the reasons amd
assumes that "sha hates mé partly because I was hateful and parily
because she wag hateful and partly becauss she had a crush on Mether
Hatts-Watt - vho had adepted me instead of marrylng h.er,"232 While Wick
rules by love, she rules by fear and "her weapons vers no cans; they were
different, subile and cruel, unfair and weions, "2 ghe punishes s
student by embarassing him, makivg other students laugh at him until her
victim becomes frustrated and desperate, Yet she is, in one way, a good
teacher., "Zwe told her stories with the wvivild detzll you sometimes get

fream people who are frustrated mantally and se:-_n.w,l.'l.Jr.“2'.:!';f She howdlerises
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the stories yet still keeps the moral moanings clear, HMiss Fringle makes
Sem lose faith in religion. How can & person so erusl, se hypoeritical
and hateful remsin religious and seem very close to heaven? On one
occasion, she aceuses Sam, injustly, of reading a nasty meaning into the
story of Moses. As a punishment she makes him slt alone, away from all
other siudents. Here Sam 1s reasonehle swough to hate the advlt and does
not want to grow up. Grown-ups never understand him nor can he understand
them, They are nothing but authorities to - him. He becomes “a men

w235 and rabellicus because society will mot compromise

against society
with him. He is avoided by all his elassmates. Iiss Pringle doos mot
hesitate to vemind him that he 1g 2 slum boy who is an ocuteast from
socletly.

Sam 13 mt only frustrated by the sociaty at school but also
by the smaller éoeiety 2t the rectory. His life there somevhat destroys
- his stature. His posltion gives bim "a rootles background,” He fsels
that he ig gradually losing his identity and self-confidence, He really
cannot classify the relationship between him and peonle in the rectory,
What is he to them and vhat are they to him? He begins to fesl lost and
it is easy for such a person to lose his freedom. These new lndifFferent
circumstances rush him to adolescence. He 1s now reaching a stope when
he must be responsible for himsell. He must make his own choice.

In Samuel?g eyes, Mick Shales;, who teaches sclience, is the best

teacher, the only ome who has an optimistie attltuds to soclety and to
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the world. He lovss and respects his pupils. HMiss Raweua Pringle hates
Wick and is jealous of him because he loves people znd is well loved and

236 His world is a rationali=iic

because "he found it easy to be good.i
one that "gave Hick & love of people, a selflessness, a kindness and
justice that pads him a2 homsland for all peopleuﬁzj? Mlss Pringle isg
angry when outwitted by a student; while Wick openly accepts the fact
when he doss not know the answer. He is like a saint beeaming among
children while she has around her only a few "sycophantic girls, a lins
of acolytes not worth having¢4238 Mick is a seecialist who has a high
ldeal of improving scciety. Yet he can do nothing becauss he himself
is poor; he is even incapable of raisging his own stamdard of living,

Be is from a poer family ard works herd in order %o gain knowledgs which
is ther=fore the most precious thlng %o him, He ls stlll poor when he
is a teacher. He can work out only his good will, his ideal.

It is pbvlons bo Samusl that these two worlds stand sids by
side: IMch's rationsl, geientific world and Miss Pringlels religious
one, Howewsr "us held both universes in cur heada effortlessly becauze
by the nature of the hwman being neither of them wvas real.,"239 #igs
Pringle 's world existed, as it is bslieved, thousands ol years before

thay were born. It canmot bte proved whether it once really swisted o

dever exlsied at 211, Mick's werld is proved by many [acts in a small
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classrcom. They study the stars that aré dravnt on the board by [Mick, noi
these in the sky and "lick thought he spoks of real thingso“zén Thase
iwo umiverses, although very influenfial in his childhood are rejected,
like Evis’'s [antastic world, by Samuel. Most people impose either of
these patterns on their lives, but Samuel Mounijoy rejects both hecauss
they are too execlusive.

3am does not like Nick's universe because it 1s souilassu
Raticnality leaves no place [or spirit in his cosmos. For Mok, only
rational cholee should be exercised becauss what is right is vhat is
best,  "He denied the spirit tehind creation; for vhat is nearest the
eye is harder to sae,"241. So Wick's universs is like a grove that can
cover on the surface but is empty inside. Mick!s world is not sufficient
for him since there are many things inp life that are mot based on
geleontific facts. Ome cannot live all one's life {rom 2 purely scientific
point of view. Something is resl and exiats, but is beyond the reach of
science. It is man's soul, manis spirlt, Miss Pringlais world is also
inadequate, Her world lacks what Hek's has and has what Miek's has not,
There is only the centrsl substance -~ soul without sbape in her universe,
Sammy feels that he is toftured and melted by ihs destructive heai of

242

the burniag bush,? It is too much for s felliples men like him to

kesp belance in such & one-sided, loaded universe., That is uwhy he rejects
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vhen Moses vent up Mount Sinsd and asked for His help for sinful people.
There God gave hiim "The Ten Commandments® that restoredgngman race to
virtus again.



them all and tries %o sesk hiz own which will bs best suited to his life

and hiz naiure,

L

Sapuel doas not believe in reticpel choice. “hat 1z Lest o

him is what appeals to his feslings, And he has found what be has been
seaking for a long time at his first lesson in an et school, Ascording
to him ¥masturbeation is ut1'1:E.T.rEJL‘$a‘iLl"%3 and when he thinks about gex he
declares;, "I know too well what I uantedn“gﬁk Ha ig $o draw 2 living
model, Beatrice Ifer,, in a draving class, 4t first he will not ¢zav her
because he senses somethine 1s golmg %o bappen in the appreaching fulura.
To this he says, "I may teve - uho kmows? Sezn with other eyes, cr
remembered the fuiurs.. I may have been trying to aveid the life laid
down for 1'r1e‘;.“2‘£"5 It seems to him that his owm subeconscious knows the
approaching danger beforshand and triez to warn him to aveld the irap
‘already predetermined fer him, Yet he cannot escape from it. He has
made bis emotional decision when he elaborately surveys har features.
Being proud of his owm freedom, his ability %o make hiz own cheice, he
deliberately makes up his mind that he must have her. In hig interior
monplogue he poses guestions and answers them hlmself:

"hat 1s impertaﬁt to you?

Beatrice Ifor,f

She thinks you deprciue: already. She diadlikes you,

tIf I want something encugh I can always get it proviged T am

wiliing to make the appropriate saerifice,?
What will you saerifice?

"Tveryihing. ¢
243 )
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Hepa? 146

There is ﬁo negative answer, It is obvious thet his decision to have
Beatrice is the cause of his fall, the point vhere he loses his innocence.
He feels that he is trapped; as he was trapped by Philip: but this Gime
he has trapped himselrf,

On his way to the college whers Jeatrice studies, afier he has

made his decislon, he finds that he has alresdy lost his freedom:

"1 sat my bike on the downward alops of the bridge, and slready
T had left my freedom behind me. I bad allowed myself, the
unquiat pleasurs of picturing her, taken the decisive siep of
moving forvard. I sab, vaitlng, watching the red light,"247

The red light is the signal of danger and it symbolizes here the danger
of bis fall. But Samuel ignores the warnming anmd by so dolng he is doomad
forever, Iike Dr. Faustus who sells his soul for the saks of nover,
Samuel has saerificed his freedom for the satisfaction of his lust.

His longing for love, warmih, understanding and individual communication
make him need someons to give him these things, He gries desperately,

"1 said I loved you. 0h God, don‘t you know what that means? I want
you, I want all of you, not just cold kisses and walks, ... I want [usion
and identity. I want to understand and bs understood - oh God, Beatrice,

243

Beatrice, I love you = I want to be youf® His desire for her is so

atrong that he plans to seduce hsr and he ultimately succseds,
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Beatrice's rature is as opposite to his as white is to hlack,
she is religlous, innocent, pure, calm and subwissive, Her relipicus
taboos tell her that the kind of ‘pre-marrisge’ ip which they indulge is
sinful and shameful. "But she was a girl; her emotions and physicsl
reactions enclosed as & nun. She hersslf was hiddenoﬂz%g Like a run,
she congiders virginiiy the most important thinz, But vhen shz cannot
resist Sammy she acts as though she sacrifices herself for Godis sake.
She never respends to him. He still feels that she is unfathomable,
untouchable and unattainable. Finally ie concludes that his feeling for
her is ot love at all but Minfatuation®™, Their love alfair drags on
for two years, He feels that he is degraded by his sxploitation of her
and with contempt he takes her as anm animal - sex iithout brain. She
becores “dugnlike"250 with dog faith and big eyes and suhmissinno22251
He canrod bear the idea of being degraded by physical contact with her
and finally breaks off the relationship.

He joins the Communist Party because "thore was certain
generosity in being & commnist; & sense of martyrdom end a sense of
purpnseo“252 Through the Party he meets Taffy, a pirl whom he imrediately
recognises a3 "his type,. He gelibsrately abandons Beatrice h0- MAXTY

Tarfy. Beatrice breaks down ard ig token to an asylum where she stays
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for seven years vefore Ssmvel comes Lo wisit her and finds that she can
never be cured, This is one of Samuel's greatest sins, He bas destroved
a decent, religious giri,

When the war breaks out he joins thearmy whefa he serves ag 2
recorder and becomes a captain., He is captured by the Fazis, thus lesing
his physical freedom. In the Nazl prisoner-of-war camp Dr. Halde, 2
Gestapo psychologist, asks himehether he knows anythbing about his
zolleegues’ plan of escape. In such a state he fnds with great pain
that he is unable to meke any decision - decide whether the plam is

sensible or not; consequently he feels unable to answer Haldely question:

"y emunciation was slurred and hurrled, the voles of a man who
had never stilled his brain, never tnought, never bsen certalin
of anything, Yet still his was the [oreign wolce, nationless,
wice of ths dlvorcsd ides, a woice that might be convered
better by the symbols of mathematies than printed wwrde, 203

fl# 13 not cewain bscause he has lost hls ability tc choose vhat is right
and what is wrong, His friends who try to escaps are finally killed.
He is inberviewed again end again by I, Haide and the Gesitapo becaugs
he 12 a recorder in the srmy who knows every prisoner well and must have
known their plan, The Fazls wani %o prevent the next escape. Bud
Samuel keeps sayinog, "T knov nothing., ﬂbthingiﬁzﬁ&

Dr, Halde 1s very clever snd lulows Samuel too wsll, This iz

how he analyzes Samuelfs nature:
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"You do not bBelisve in anythisg emough to suffer for 1t ar be
glad, There is no point at vhich somethimg hes knocked on
your door and taken possession of you. Tou possess yoursalf,
Intellectval idess, even the idea of loyalty tc your couniry,
sit on you loosely. ... Only the things you cannot awveid, the
sear of ser; or paln, avoidance of the suffering repetition and
prolongation of the other, this constitutes what yowr deilw
consciousness would not admit, but experiences as life,"255

Dr., Helde takes adventoge of Samuel’s natura, He locks Semuel in a iiny
dark cell with cald concrete walls, He wanis Muncompailonmed darlkness,™
the hardness of the conerste; the endless helght of walls and the
narroyness of the cell to extpract from S2muel the last Vscrap of
informationn250 through the hldden microphones, In fact Samuel kiows
the plan but he is not surs of any knowledge. He is losing falth in
overything because he 1s po more & mam of [ree will, Those prisorers
can deny the plan; they can say fyes® or 'no' bacause they have Treedom
to choose, "But vhat can I say," he protests, "who have no knowvledge,

), fe knous that his body is %no complete body

no certainty, no uill?"2
. 258 Sa— .
of any animal or man," because 1t is a body vithout soul,
When he was & young talented artist, he would rol accept any
imposad pattern in his life, He vas so proud that he wanted tc sesk

his own pattern, He would noi accept ahy socisal foem, By that time

he is s0 proud of his free will, he has freedam %c choose anything he
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likes, But.nou he begins to realizs %hat to be part of society; of the
world is "mot just an ambitlon; bub was nscessary., Theralore ths thing
iv here, the dead thing that looked out must adapt its nature %6 conform.
Hhat wag the nature of the nev world ouiside and what was the nature of
the dend thing inside?i2??

Experiences in life teach him little by little to understand
thet patterns form orders of things in society, But man gets so mich
iavolved vith patterns, with forms, that hs completely forgets the
substance, "The brillianece of ocur political wision and the profundity
of our selentlfic koowledge had snabled us to dispense with this
su'tastﬂnceg“EﬁD So pecple impose empty patterns oo their lives, By
"suhsfanca“ he means *ihe ralationship of individual man to individual
mana"zﬁd He seducss Seatrice because he thinks thzt he will gain this
kind of relationship, but ha is misteken, He gains nothing but sin that
cannot be forgiven, baciuse Beatrics is pot in a condition to forgive
him a2t the time of his remorse.

The name, Beatrice Ifor like the names of most of Goldingis
characters, is significant. Her [irst neme “Beatrice’ means blessedness -
high and moble gpirit, Her last name "Ifor"means "I for - for ms.©
Although she herself is religious apd highly spirited, in Samuel’s eyes

: 262 .
ghe Ls %“flesh and blood® despits the “unearthly exp?easiun”263 on her
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face, &ince ths world of spirit is.tua cold for Samuel, lngtead of
chooaing Beairice he has chogen Miss Lfor. Ha hakes onlf her body %o
gatisfy his desire, without peying attention to her soul. His own HARE
Hountjoj; suggésts his own nature ~ a pature which chocses the path of
self gratificztion in sex,

Yhen he is captured by the Rezis he has nothing to lose, Hia
fresdom h2s been lost for a long time. He is not interested in his
colleagues® plan for escape, The 1ittls dark cell canmot do aay fnerm:
1% extracts from him sn intimate knowledge of his past mins that gradually
burns hin up. He does not care %o cacapes singe he realizes that he
cannot find any place in the world to protect hiw apgainst his own evil,
He cannot rum avay from that because it is part of him. "Guilty I ar;
therafore wicked I will benﬂgéi He knows that "guilt comes befows the
crime and can cause it. My claims to evil were E;rrunin.“zﬁ5 Sex las
trapped him and causad his fa%l am) now he is liks "{he fallen angsl.®
Sax means -sin and shame for Beatrice, And sex is the wicked thing for
Nick Shales vho believes only in rational things and he tells Sam, "I
don’t believe in anything but what T can touch and see ond weizh end
meagare. Bub if the Davil had Invont2d mam he coulda't have played
him a dirtier, wickeder, a more shameful triek than when he gave him
sex¢"266 Dut sex, for Sammy, is the only besuvtiful thing, I% is tﬁa

root of art and all beauty in the verld, That is vhy hs doss not delay

ek - D Tk o £ LR O 7 e el 1 o 1P T T o, e -

264,

ibid., p. 176,
265

Jbid.
266

Ibid., p. 2175.



in choosing it. This is the free fall of man, }Man is free to choose
anything he wants, It is his own choice that brings im déatructian.

The episode in the prisonsy-of-w=r camp, from Dr, Malde's firgt
interrogation until Sammy i let out of the piteh-black tiny cel) in vhich
e is tortured, 1s very iAmportent, because it is here that he Tirst pealizes
the full enormity of vhat he has chosen to become. In the dark call, in
which 10 is slone, he becomes his own torturer. Hs is tortured by his
imagination which reveals the extznt to which he has sscrificed hig
integrity %o lust. MHosrified by this knowledge ha screams ovi From tha
darkness, "Help me", and the cell door opsns,

He staggars out into the werld of the camp, which iz sordid
and ugly, tut through his tears of shame the world is transfigured; T
becomes sirangely beautlful:

“Beyond them the mountains were not only clear all “irough lik
purple glass, but living, They sang and were conjubilzik, Thay

- were not all that sang. ZEverything is related to gveryining elze
and all relaticnship is either discord or hamony. The pouer

of gravity, dimension and space, the movemsnt of the carih end

Sun and unsesn stars; these made what mighe be ecallsd music
and I heard it,nR67

This is in fact Sammy's psntecostal vision mentioned in the [iped paragiaph
of the book. Exactly the same words are used to describe it: #T was
vigsited by & flaks of fire, miraculous and pentecostal; and the fire
trarsmuted me, once and forevep, ™

According to William L, Bradley, the definition of man is that

of a being ‘'who can choose his fuiure, make decisions about Dimsel® and
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bis world, imagire himsel{ in various future situations and olan vrat
he i3 to becoms. 1In other words , msn has a capacity to make cCaclsion
in the light of many choiess. ... He lives in nature buj ig mot really
part of it. He is conscious of the supernatural but is separsved com
it by freedom. Man is alons becsuse of hls se) f—awerencss, Thi; nalres
m very great and alss very tragic because he has power to choogs hig
owh failure ang destructionuﬂzﬁa Samuél is the represeniative of %he
whole human race whieh has fallen through the operation of free will,
The headmaster warns him befors he leaves the school - that if he wanis
something he ocan sacrifice sverything for it. But soon he wili rEETED
the sacrifice becsuse what he has got is rot worth vhat be has Zoath,

The emphasis of the nmovel and of the title itself is that man
has free will ard hls evil ia freely chosen. Sammy's painful search is
for the moment of free decision when he could accept the good paih or
the evil path and chose the evil, There 1s hovever & more than DaSsLNg
suggestion of nredoloiniuitipn, Ahe idea that man's choice is conditionad
by his enviremment. Ths section which axplores Sammy's discovrary of his
sin's origin in the prison cell is followsd by the episode of Mick
Shales and Rowena Pringle, becausz thess two peopie seem %o have heen
the strongest conditionimg influemces im his life. FPerheps thg dictinetive
influence of ¥lss Pringle was slightly stronger than tha humané though
Gediess philosophy of Mlek Shales, T4 is Miass Fringle, then, wo upsets
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ths balance and precipates Sammy ﬁn the downward path, There sre other
adverse ractcré of his snwmtromment which should also bs congidersd.
Sammy is a [atherless bestard andvhat he has done to Beatrics is what
his unknown father had doue to his mn%hern Ferhaps hs unconacioualy
wants to take revenge for hls mother or perhaps his father had pawved a
wdy for Samusl tﬁ imitate him. .He is an outcast from society and alao
a rootless boy condemned to 1ife. His loneliness and his lack of lowe
make him try to grasp someone te communicate with, someone to give him
love and warmth, He wms once made use of by his friend, Fhilip, vho was
seeking a wvicarious ravenge. Realizing that hls sio has bsen commitied
parily on account of many influepcial circumstances around him, Samusl
now and then eries for justice, cries to bz an innoceni, blameless victim
of society and envirpmment. When he tries {o invesiligate his past
carefully, he canmot find any moment when he has free will:

"And yet as -l remember myself as well as Beatrice I could find

no moment vhen I was free to do as I would., Ta all thal

lapentahle story of seduction I cpuld not remember one mement
vhen being what I was I could de other than I @id,w<59

To him freedom often seems an hallucination that does not
really axist, He would feel botter and bs glad {o accept his destiny if
somsone could understand bim apd bis zituatlon and then forglwe him:

"If I could say with Mck Shales that the word 'freedom' 1g just a pious

hope for an illusien I might accept the drag of all those half-dead days

W
ani not mim 'tl'uiun,,“"z'}'I Samuel faels that it is unfalr %o blame him for
269
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his sln since he was borm in the corrupted world. He baelongs to the
race ¢f ain, How can he sscape [rom the curse of ménkind? How cain he
remain inmocent and guiltless while the world has alrsady been
predetermined him for damnation? Tims Samuel calls for justies, for

fair consideration:

"Their world is mine, the world of sin and redemption, of showings
and conviction of love in the mud - You deal dally in ths very
bloed of my life. I om ows of you, a haunted man - haunted
by what or vbon? And this is my cry; that I have walked
among you in intellecival freedom and you never trizd io
seduce me from 1%, since & cenitury has saducsd you %o il and
you believe in fair pley, in not presuming, in being after ali
not a saint. You have conceded fresdom o those who cannot
use {resdom and left the dusti and the dirt elustered owar the
Jewel, .., I am your brother in both senses and sines freedom
was my curse I throw the dirt at you as T might plck at a sore
which will ot break out end kill, 271
A% last Semuel has found out the point at which he fall from

his freedom. Being proud of hig owm free willl he has chosen the world
oi flesh instead of the vorld of spirit. The conditioning iz strong, i
it is his deliberate decislon thet causes his fall,

43 in his othar books; Golding never fails to claim his hero
a8 the representative of mankind; *T am ome cf you," "I am your
brother"; saya Samuel to the reader. So what happens to him can happen
to all ol us. Through S2musl, Golding demonstrates clearly his ovn bagic
beliaf, the basi¢ theme of all his books that svil is part of the nature

of man. Samiel, like Pincher Kartin; is az individusl who moakes use of

other people in order to satisfy his saifish lust, The impact of Iree
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Fall is all the more horrifying beccuse it is so much easier for the

reader to identify with a There' who is firmly rooted in a convineing

recognisahle world,

B
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