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Chapter TIT

"o know very 1itile of the appearance of the Meanderthbsl mea,
but thla ... gecms to suggast an exirome haliriness, an
ugliness, or & repulsive strepgevsses in his appearancs ower
ard sbowa his low forshead, his taeils brows, his ape nack,
and hls Inferior gteiure ... Says Sir Harry Jobmsion, in e
survey of the rize of modern men in his Views apnd Raviews:
"The dim racial remembrence of such gorllla-iike monaters,
with cunndng brains, shambling gait, hairy bodies, chrong
teeth, and possibiy cannibalistic tendenciss, may he the
gorm of the ogre in folklore ..., 'V

This is the eplgraph, from H. G, Wells? ‘An Outlins of History,

%o Williem CGolding's second rovel, "Tha Inheriters written im 1955, Ia

the eightiand ninth chapiers of ‘An Gutline of History ', Wells gives an

account of Heanderthel wem eud their replacemsnt hy Homo dapiensg, a
mere Intelligent and cvivilized spscies; the immsdiscte ancesiosn of
moderin man. YWells? theery is fuiodamentally sclentific, He %rusis the
selentist®s record of the history of the humen rece — the racoid which
1a based on scisntific hypothesss, Perhaps %he figure of Nemnderthal
men s drewn fram Charles Darwin's theory of evolutlon, the theery that
map hag gradually developed from the ape, Dut later scigntists would
not accept this theory; men is too pmond, too ogocentric o assent that
he has evolved from the half-keast half-man breed. This prehiztoric
trlbe was oo ugly, teo fisree, %ec cuonlng apd cannlballstic %o be our
anceslor. Aecording %o the modern scisatist, men as we koow hin vas
praceded by Homo capiens whoss in‘ha].iigence and civilization £iJled tha

gap betuean modern men and Mesrdsrthal men who wera soon destroyed
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beceuse of thedr inferfority. Both modern scisnbicts and YWells express
their Ffaith im evolution and the virfuss of am imtelligemce wery like
our own,"

Yhis concept of mankind, based on scientific faciors; was also
appreciated and accapisd by Golding tui only in his childhpod whsn he

considered "in Quéline of History' as “the rntionalist gospel in

o
e:u.:a].sis,,"-gr But when he peturned ic 1% agaid as an adult the ook
created in him a new vlew of man which-is directly opposad to that of

Wells, Ih an inktsrvlew ha sald,

"Whan T re-read 1% as sn adult I cams across his picturs of
Neardezthal man, our lmmedlate predecessors, as being thess
gross brufel ereatuyes who wers posaibly the bagis of the
mythological bed man, whatever he may bs, the ogre, T _
thought to myself that this is just sbourd, ‘hat ws're doing
15 externalizing our own ipsids. We'rs saying, "Wall, he mush
have kman like that, bscause I don'i wami f¢ ba like that,
although ¥ know T am like 1t, 171

This concept is exprossed by Golding 1n - Tas };D_hazé.‘tors- walch ia
roferred to by critdes as "most brilliant Sour do force,™ > Hhorcas

Yells aaw.Iﬂeandarth.al man as animal~like both in feature aﬁd nature -
cruel, flerce, cunning acd cannibslistic, Goldlng sess him as lacking
'j_rri:aauJLIIJ.g.em:,farsJ but, Iinmcani', s religlous, wiid and peace-loving, L-ﬂlefeaa

Wells consldered fsanderthal man cs ¥the germ of the ogre in folllors,?
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Golding imaginos him as & #igy whi.ﬁﬁ spot 1 the lopg black record of
the humsn racs,
The story of the book, the sxbermination of Keanderthal men Gy

"Finally, between forty thouszand end twenty-{ive thousand yeazrs
ago, as the Fourth Glacial Age softenad towards more temperais
conditlions ... & differan’ mman type ceme upon the :-,Gsng 3

and, it would seem, exterminmated Homo esnderthelensis.t

Golding 's protagonlats are the beleesusred Mesnderthals who call themssives
"peoplei® They ars the lest remnants of & prehisiorde tribs of mild-
manrered peaci-lavers who wzie the last migrailon to iheir summer place
and are amnihilated thaxe by a group of more intelligeni invaders vhonm
they call “men',?

The "peopls™ are eigh% im uibare tug oid people (ths parents),
four grown-ups {Lok and Fa, He and M1}, ome girl - Lilw ard an infant -
Ga, Relsed very little above ihs anfr.m.a.-'!.s:, feebls Ln mind, oppressed by
- elreumstances, ovarshadowed ipevliably by old age, dissass and death,
tha Ypaople! yat sl'tw.ggle 7ery Hard for survival. They are inncecent
without knovladegs; lncapebiz of thinking and reesoning. Thsy scht by
ingtinet, Ioncapable of abstract thought, they have only picturs in
thelr mind. then they came %o the edgs of the river in order ¢ orogs
to the movatain, thay find that thz log they vsed to uss sg the widge
hes gone. UMal, the old leader of the group, irles %o thinok, tut he must
think in pictures: @I have a pleturs,” he seys, then sxpleing that he
had once seen; when he was young, & men foll a %ree and use 1i for B
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bridge, but Hs, his son, ansﬁérs? T do not ses this l:ric.tLu'«a;,"wE

Even theugh they have piciures in their minds, they ars sometimes
inarticulate, They do not know hoy %o commimdcabe their fecllngs wsrbally.
They know and undérstand things through thelir senges of touch; bearing,
mell, sight and taste, % only the syes can ses, tut every other
part of the body can ses and feel “lak’s fest wexs clewer. They sev.
They threw him round the displayed roois of the beechss, leap: when a

puddle of water lay across the t:-:*ail.,“g5

The people feal end musll
things, ‘hen Fa, lok!s wife, is told that the leog has gone stz “came
straight to the water’s odgs; looksd, smalt, then turmed accusingly %o
Lok¢"96 They can smell even terror, pain end death.

Thay lead their primitivo lizes of eese and conteniment. Their
lack of inv¥entiveneas prevents them from building shslters or growing
rops. They mova from place %o plece in different seascms during a
.yaarn In winter they move down to the island ard in spring they come

.hack to the mountain where everyihing Lecomes alive agoin end nature

- ylelds them frults, honey, eggs, living grubs, then they are fuil up

they feel that thelr lives are fuifilled. They srs satisfied ard vant

nothing elee, They have nevwsr bsen worrisd about the future, The
furthagt Maturs they wlll think of 1s the following day., Afisr sach

meal, '"the pscple wers silent. Life was fulfilled; therw was oo mesd
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to lock for food; tamorrow was gecuve and the day efter that so remote
that no ome would hother %o think of itnﬁg? They naver teil to gathsr
and store provisions. They lock for food only whem they are humgry,
Thsy are content wlth the present.

Their langunge is another thing tha’ indicetes thair fnnocencs.
The single-syllable nsmss euch as Mal, Iok, ¥a, Ha, ¥, suggast their
primitive way of life, The language they spask to sach othsr is curd
and simple; sometlmes the words are not mecsasary &% ail becauss thsy
prefer to uss gestures and oftsn thelr instinct and sensss respond to
ons ammther without need of uvseing words. Silence is mors natursh and
usuel among them thao werbal intE?éourae:. “pnﬂ of the desp silsinces
fell ¢n them, that seemed so much mors matural than speech, & iinaless
gllence in which there were at first maoy minds in the overhang: and
then perhaps no mind at all ... Their ears as if endowed Ath seporate
life sorted tha tangle of tiny sounds end accapted them, ths sound of
breathing, the sound of wet clay {laldng and ashas falling ii.nl.“'?E Thay
share the same feelings and underatcid ons snother without épﬂaking any
words: %Ths three of them stood andioclad at each other. Than, as so
of'ten happenad with the People, there vere fe2lings Tetween then, [
and Mil shared a piciure of Ha thinkingD“QQ ind iwn accordance with the
primitive mentality.of hls ¥people™ Golding uses ratheyr strange narravive
language which he thinks proper for them: ﬁEven ¥Mal vas greinming at that,

s e ] sy vl . . Y T B Y L7 Y B U T R TRP AT T L . T R — P e .
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Liku's laughter had reached the silen$, breathless gtage and the water
. 00 .

vag falling from har a;,rﬁsﬂ*"l or Hlok kpelt for a monent, scratching

in the hair under his mouthg“ml O again, "isionished, lok watchad

the water run oub of her a;ras.,ilmz Golding cleveriy considers the words

"ery" and "beard" too rophlsticated in this context.
lhe story begins with the people s migration to their spring

place on the mountain, They have %o cross the #iver and vhen 'Ehag,r

come to the river hank and find that the log they usa ag the brlidgs

has disappeared, they suddeniy feel that someihing vrong has heppened:
"Ha ceme alomg the trall; hurrying but not rumning, more
thoughtful than lok, the man for an emargency, When Fa begen
Lo call out to him hs did ot answer her immediately but
locked at the empiy water end ihen away to the left vhere he
could see the river beyond the arch of bsechss, Then he
gearched the forcat with ear and noge for intruders and only
vhen he vms sure of gafety did he put down his thorn tush end
knsol by the weter,?t03

Although they are incapable cf raasoning, Ha, who seems teo he the old

man‘s eldest son and Lok's brother, mtices the tracs of new invaders.

His inatinct for self-protection makes him hold the thern bush fast and

rot put it dovm until he feels sumof safety. OF all, Ha is the most

intelligeni; he knows that the newcomers have trespassed on their

homeland for "Ope dey, Perhapm two days. lNot thr::}a,“wg
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They de not kaow what ©o do until the old maa, Mal, teils them
to find a fallen tres and use i% instead of the old log. Toey #lmally
gucceed in crossing the vater; only Mal himself falls in the water,
because he 1s oid and noi quick smough, They @ %o their old dieiling
nzar the waterfall where Mal suffexrs a fever caught after his fali dn
ihe water, They live near the falls; perhaps this means symbolleally
that they are draving mearsr and nearsr tc their Fall, They arc going
%o fall from inmocence ard from the peacefulness they have had sl their
ilwes, Their innoecent, aimple Ilwes without work wlthio thiz Tartl.e
forest can be compared %e those of Aidam and Bve in ths Gardern of Zden
bafore thelr Fall, .

The ‘peopls? have a simple cnda.cf €:lics. They do mod G111

‘other animals. They est frults; fungi, homey, eggs and grubs, They
will1aat animais? {lesb only when it is provided by other arimels. Omes
they (ind a doe killad by hyenas; they chaze the hyenss mwmy and bring
the carcass to their people. They cam ¢at it because "a cat has, sucked

05
o197 24413 tney feel guiliy sating

all her hlood, There ig mo blams,
any animalis {lssh, “This is bad, This ig very bad," Iok keeps saying
to himself, "This s very bed. O brought the dcs ouit of her belly..
Thls is bed. Bui & cat killed jnu sc thare is no hlamaoﬂiﬂﬁ Yot they
hawe fo @at because thers are pot emough fruits, grubs, eggs or honey

for all and the sick old man needs seme food; this is their excuse,

which aquits them of shame sind gin,

Ibi‘ﬁ. e PPa t‘fl-z "-1'5-30



They have great Falth in thelr goddess of earth, Oa. They
believe that they come from Oa's belly and vill return there afioxr thelr
death, Also all kipds of apimals or Living things come from Oa‘’s bally.
That is why they do mot kil) gther sunimelg; they ali come [ram Ghe sams
placa and will retura tc the same piscs; there ls kinship ustwesn them
and animals.

Thay bslieve in life after deathy that is vhy thay remain calm
when death cames, Both the dying man and the peopls vho view death
simply accept i1t as & kind of nature’ phenomsmon, They hever mourn
aﬁationally and hystericelly for the dsad, Even the dying person Coes
mot struggls for further livlng, In fact uliimately death is lockad
forward to sinee it takes tham back to Oa; thelr cresior, 4% his death
hour, the old man; ¥al, consclously psalizes that death is drawing near
aid he serenaly preparas himself for it. Hs tells the othsrz wiers io

4107

bury bis hedy: "Put me in the werm savth by the firs, And Gy

hegin to dlg & tomb for him belors his eyes. When he dles they all
remain cadm and quist; espocielly the old woman, his mate, #3L= siooc

up and they say no expression in hew faﬁan“198 Yot despite ths

40

recopnmition of his life affier desath they canmot help being sad end lorely,

But their sadness is inarticuwlate., Theiv lovs and yearning for him is
shoun by actionsnot hy words, Thay weot him tc be happy in hlgs next
1ife and put all nscsssery things bssids his body: food, wmier and
utensils, When she puts meat near him the old womap addregses him as
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though he 1s still alivs, "Eat, Hal, vhen you &xo hungry," and vhen they
pour water over bis faca, "Irlok whsn you are ﬁhirsﬁy,“iag In order %o
reduce their agony ake tries %o console herself and other people, saying,
I0a has taken Mal into her hallya“11ﬂ

Tha ‘people! have a very strong respect for the value of famiiy.
They observe senlorltiy and respect their eldsrs. They obey the lsader,
Hal, also thelr father; amd bellewe in hls decigion, Thera is order
and distribution of duties: Ha and FLi are sent for uood vhile Lok and
Fa and Liku, their 1ittle daughter, are sent for food. Each wocks for
himself and for the others. "Jo.morrow we shall find food for aill %he
paopleg“'i11 says Lok, Their lives ars bassd only on elemeniary naeds:
food; fire amd sex. ™a ghall find food," says Lok to hls mste, Fa,

*and we shall make loven“112 Tasir famlly 2ife 1z fres from mnfiiet,
frugtration, jselousy, gulli apd fighting,

Heving esiehlished the uncompliceted inrocence of Manderthal
man by accumulation of detalls, Golding introducas Homo ceplons, the
degtroyers of Meanderthal men, The newcomors vhe belong te the supariort
~ generation ars refarcrsd to hy the '‘peopls’ as 'men/i The ‘men’ are
supsrior in the senss that theyr ava mors ii‘lft’Leli.i.igez:rt‘9 more culfneed.

But under the suzfacs thzy ere crusl, gresedy, crude sad lustful,

Convineed of their superdepity, they bsgin to tabe eontrol ¢f nature and,

Ihid,.
‘_M ay p¢ ?ﬂf
Ig. p. 2L,

Abid.;p. 135,
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oot realizing that the strangs Esings wre algo human; they kill the
‘vapple’ ons by one, untll only Tok snd Fe remadn. A% the end, only Lok
gurvives. Ho Js left slowne in the dark forest, amd iU is certain that
his death wlll complate the exterminaticn of the ‘peoples Men's
advanced civilizad state, instead of hringing light and progress, brings
them destruction. |
The ‘manf land on the mountsln the right the 'peoplet return
o thalr cave nsar ths wmterfell, Bzeauge of the;r tlrednsss the
'people? all slesp like logs. Yet thelr instincet tries %o wern thém of
the imminent denger;
"There came a noige from the foot of the fall, a nolgs that
the thunder robbed of echo end resorancs, tho form of a noise,
Lok's ears twitchsd in the wmoonlight so that the frost that
lay a%aggrtheir upper edges snlvared, Lok's ears spoke 1o Lok,
But Lok vas asloep, 113
The old mants instinet also gives him e premonilion of disaster.
Lt cautions him, desplic his sickmess, ia the form of wlsion, FI have &
pleture. The [ire is {lying away inioc the forsst and eating up the
trees; he relates bls predietion to other ‘peopls.i9 11% is buening.

1
114 Saon aftsr ths

The forsst is burning, The mountain is burning - 7
old manis vision, on the sacond day on the mpuniain Ha, the mos% sensible
one, is the first ome of the ‘pecpls’ to bs killed by the invweders whan
he goes in the wood with M1, his maie, gethering wood. M1 dees pot

koow what happena to him tut she feels ithe danger bscause Ha does not
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come back and when she fallows hinm she also smellsx%_strangsrq In her
ageny she tells the other ‘people? the siory, "There iz a smell on the
ellff., Two. Ha apd another, Tot Lok. Wot Fa. fo® Likun. [Nl Mal.
Mot her {the old woman), Hot M1, There is another smell of & nobody.
Going up the cliff and comlng back., But ths smell of Ha stops. ...
There is the end of the Ha scent. ... Thers iz no Ha., The Ha scant hes
endadn“115 First the others would no® sccept that thers are sivangers
then flocally they come %c the contlusion that "There is the scent of
others and that "Ha is Eunen“: ;
The acknowiedgament of Haiz dasth mekes their innccence ache,
The idea of the existence of other people in the world hag mever entered
their mindec before, Up to this pelnt they had thought of thepselves as
the only living beings besldes the snimelg; and their world 1s compoged
of only the island and the maun‘télnn This opirlon ls so sircoz In Lekis
head that he obstinately clings to his old belielf., *“I have a piciure
of Ha,M he tells his fellows, "I will find him. How could Ha meat
amother? There 1s no other in the world ~ #1% Bub the facis, the
dl sappearancs af_Ha and the smwell of the other; are so obvlious Gthat Lok
has to accept that theore ere other poople in the. world:
Lok called again and walted whiie the picturs of Ha becams dim
and dissppeared sc that he undersiood %hat Ha had gors, Then
there came a ory [rom the jsland. Lok shouted again and

Jjumped up 2nd down. But as he junped he began to fesl thati
He's woice had not called, This wms s different wice; not
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118
the wilce of the pecplo. It was the wolcs of othar,”ﬁ

The picturd end realizaticn of the other people horrifics Lok
so much that he feels {hat he cannet btzar {o be elone, He then foliows
Fa %o the sanciuary vhere men are rot glloued fo enter. He wonfezses %o
Fa, "I uas afraidu“119 Ard [lnally he telis the ‘peopls! {hat 'Ha is
gone, There are other people in the wnrldG“qgﬂ Zoon after Ha's death,
the old man dlas of exposure. WNouw whers ls only cun man left, fok, with
three women and fwo childran, Lt i3 inevitabls that Lok must bacoms
the leader, The smell of ney man Gells Lok thet “he is dark. Hs changas
shaps 1ike a bear in a cavaq-“.]21 Thig gignlfiss the 'men’s lLoner
darknesg = thelr cruelly ﬁnd wickednsss, The smoke from the igiamd Hells
the 'people? whers 'new peoplet! are, On the opposite bank Lok shoubs
hysterically at them, claiming his Ha back. The ‘oew psopls’ coms to
the mountain and rob the 'people’ of their children, Liku ami the nsw:
bern child. In his efforts, for ths children’s rescue, o cross the
water on & smell brabch; Lok falls in the water in which he vieus the
old w&manis dead body, ssvaraly wounded.

Lok hurries back to his shelter and am ariou sheoka ©ui4is
him, migsing his hand by a fow inches; he tslls Fa, "Fhe bone-fage mun

gave it me., I am up the slope, Liku scrasmed 2cross the riveru“122

118
119
120
121

122



In his innocence he takes the arroy as 2 gift given teo him by %he 'new
people’, Fa tslls him that they havs killed the old woman and Hil ard
taken the chlldrsn away. oy the two are the only ‘peopls! surviving
oo the mountain. They declde t¢ cross %o the island in order to got
their children back, Mith great difficulty, they finally succeed in
landing on ths islend,

There mow follows the final and the moat crueclal passage in
the book; the one in vhich Lok and Fa, puzzled and shocked, observs the
behaviour of the mep at close quarters, Thay find a natural psephole
of feliage end; hidden [rom the men, they witness a scene of apusiing
greed, drunkenness end lust. Through the eyes of the innocent we witness
the sinful antic¢s of fellen creatures. Lok and Fa hawe already noticed
somg of the frutts of man's supsricr intelligence, The appearance of
the cance for lnstance, puszles Lok and hs asgks: “Where doeg such a log

gruw?“123

While the psople are protected from exposure by their pwn
halry skin, men make clothes of hide, This prompts the pecpls io obserwe
that the mon change their shapes like kears, The people use stones,
animals® bones and thorn bushes es weapons, vhile men usé bows and arrows
and spéarsn A1l these things, provided they ars used for right ends,

are good in themselwes., Ths faet that the men have already ussd their
superior weagons ¢ kill the people is not necssearlly evil, for v= can
présume thelr motives to have een fear and gelf praservation, But the

purpose ol the passege to be examined nov in gome deiail ig to show

‘men? hawe been corrupted by thelr supsrior intelligence,
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Lok gnd Fa now begin %o observe many oaw charsclerisiiecs of
the strange beings, Their names ars compesad of more than twe ugilables,
such as Tapskil, Vivami, and Tuami. Thelr lenguage is richar than e
'paopletsi, and to the latiers' ears 1t sounds like music. "hey hav
many kinds of entertaimment including dancing amd simple gamez, Yed they
are mot free {rom primitive irrational fear, They kill a atag aud
saerifice its head %o the urnknovmn spiritusl bsing and perform & Titual
ceremony., This follows the pattern of fotemle religion; they ideniiiy
themselves with the totemic animal in the ritualistic dance in ﬁhiﬁh ths
dancer dresses like the anlmal. They seem e wsalize that civllizaticn
is mt strong emough to protect them from evll. Under ihe mask of
givilization they leed nasty lives; they drink too much and comnit
edultery, They are all frustretedy jealous: they £ight and distrust
ohe anpther, |

In the tlituvalistiic dancs the 'men'! imitate stag killing. The
‘people? see their child, Likn, treated like an animal, (The men have
not killed the people’s children, presumably in the hope that their own
advanced way of 1ife will teme them.) Lilu $ries in vain to escape and
is chained to a tres: 7She fell on all fours, and lsapt, He sev that
there was long piece of skin that led from ker neck and as she leaph
the woman fell on this and grabbled 1%, ... The vomaa who had opened
the bag led the long skin round the ires and iwlsted it tugetheru“12L
While the friendship between Idku and Tanekil, ons of the menfs little

girl, rapidly agvances, the grown-ups begla tc dripk the spirit frem a

Ibid., p. 136,



hide bag. This kind of bag is never known %o the 'pecple’ so they
describs it like this; "The people brought hollow piecss of wood and
held them under the animal wbich inmedistely mads water in them.® 123
3o the sight of these men drinldng an amimel s water' makes the ‘pecpls!
retch ami feel disgusteda

The 'men' make lovder and lowder moise. Then they Fight, shout
and screem. The old man eats the meat intended for Liku and s ceughi
by men vho ars furious at hlmar They drlak again the wmisr madeby the
animal. Iis smell tells Lok and Fa that it is Yswoeter and flevcer than
the other water; it was 1ike the fire and the fall. It was a bee-uater,
sm2lling of honey end wex end decay; it drew toward and repellsg, it
frightensd and excited like the people 'thamselveso“qzﬁ Stupefisd by
aleoholic liquor, the new psople act es iIf they are selzed hy frsnzy:
A man and e woman were fighting ard fld_ssi::-g gnd screeching ;.”“12'? The
love-making scone betwveen Tuaml and "il"flﬁu'.-mi.;J the ¢ld manis wife, is 30
moisy, eruel apd . hgstisl that it shocks ths 15'1:-9*::1:-1@93 _

SN particﬁlar the fat weman had begun to hoot like an owl znd

Lok could hear Tuamd gasping like a man who fights with am

amimel and doss not think he will wia. He locked dowm &t

them and sew that Tuami vas ret only lying with the fa% vpman

but sating her es well for thers was black bleod running

from ths lobe of her ear,"128

The ‘people’ cannot think of any amimal that wlll act like

mens. Their maliclous uniers maks [l call them 'a famlshed wolf in
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the hollow of a tres.” When he thinis of the fab womam and her Llavghter,
of men working,* people are like horsy Sricking frem & crevice in ths
rock." And when he thinks of the young omes, "ihe peoples are 1like homey
in the round sioaez;, the new honey that smells of dead things and firs,
aae They are like ‘ﬂ}e river and the fall, they mre e peopls of ithe fall:

125 The Tpeopls! aitempt unsueccessfully to

nothlng stards agalnst them."
take back thelr children and are hunted by ‘meni’ Pa ig bit by & sione
and Tuns into the water. To the "psople! "ihe water is a ferrible
thing " tut i1 "ls battsr than the naw paopleﬂwﬂ "They are like
l.p.'fh:ﬁ(:er“13*l becauge they desiroy ik "peoplef, one by ona, in coudd bicoed,
The ‘pecpla’ go back again to the ‘men's place and find it
deserted. Only the beast’s head, their totsm, vhich symbolizes men's
ovll, stands there glaring at Lok and Fa. 4 pot of spirit is left near

132 They @a% the stag's flesh and drink the sweet

the staping hsad,f
liquor., The first taste of it causes their Fall since it is like "ths
fire and the fall." Thelr wirtues are tainted; they themselwes sre
corrupted, The first taste of it makes them craws for wmore and they fighi
For the liguor bsg., This is the first time that thers is conflich betimen
them: "Then they were pulling and sheuding at sach other.,”wa Like ths

'men’ they ars alsc seized Y madnsss:¥ Fa was shrieking with laughter,
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She fell over, rolled, and lay back kicking her legs in the air.h =% fThe
taste of evil, symhulized by the sfeg's flesh and the taste of gpirit
maks them fall from grace. They fall [rom innocencs like Adem cud Eve
éftar tasting the fruld of kmowledge of gocd and ewil, They bocome as

wicked; as avil as “menS Rsallzing this lok says, "I am one of the new

panplep“135

The ‘peopla? iry once more to get thelr children back befors
‘men? leave the igland and consequently speil the ritualistic carsmony
which 'men’ held in order fo chese ovil from Tanakil who, they thought,
has caught evil from Liku, Again they fall and Fa is the last of ine
ipscple’ who ig killed by 'men!? Tok is loft elone rvaming azvund the
mountain with great but lnarticulate welancholy. . Our point of wiew of
the ‘psople’ from the beginning is suddenly changed by the authorls
description at the end. Lok Is degrzded to the status afé@nimﬂis

"The creature stopped betueen “he ashes of the fire snd the
forest, I{ shut 1ts syes;, and breathed ln quickly. It bagan
to seremhis ie the sarth, 1ts nozs always searching. Gut of
the churned-up earth the right forepaw picked a emall, white
hone. ... The legs and thighs were bent and there was a vhole
thatch of curls on the cutside of the legs and the amms.

The back was high, and coversd over the shoulders with curly
hair. 1%s feel and hands were broad, ard flab, the great {oe
projecting inwvards to geip. ... Thers was no bridge to the
noge and the moom-shedow of the jubting brow ley jusi above
the %ip. The shadows lay mosi darkly 1n the caverrs above its
cheaks and the syes uwers invigibls in them. Alove this again,
ithe brow was a straight lime edged with hair; and above that
there was nothing.®136
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A% the end;, the 'wen' flee hurriediy, in their canoss, fvom the
dark forest which they congider is heunted by awil, Im thelr FlZght
they have "hops for the light, as for a veturn to saniity and 4he manhood
that seemed to have lelt them; but hers,., they zrs vhat they hzd haen
ilo the gap; havnted, bedsvilled, full of strange irratiocmal grisf, 3131
In fact they are mistaken becsuge vhat they are afraid of is in %hemselwea
a.l:.gd they can never escape from themselwves, Ibticlng thelr fear Fa says,
“But there is no danger in the foresi. They ars frightensd of the air
vhere there is i'J,.a::thing‘."-‘i3 8 The men ars drewvm to the derk forest in
order Yo .&gorcise their lnnsr darknegs, thelr own svll, Ironically
they call the people Vdevilsk whe "idive in the darkness under the treasn“ﬁg
In fact the dovils who llw under the dark %rees are ‘pan’
themselves; all their evil and vicked deesds are commitied unéer the tress
from which the ‘psople’ lcok dowm through the spy-hols, Although ths
"veople! are @pe-ille snd uninielligsnt, their {nnocence keops tham fap
from sin. The 'men' aprs intelligent, ciwvilizsd, therefore capable of
commitiing sina, Wlth all thelr virtuss the ‘peoplet van never be "the
ogra in folklors": it 15 'wen’ vwho are brutal, greedy, bloodthirsty and
lustful; they are "ihe germ of the ogre® in the history Df:hgman race.
And thess msn; beliewe the scientists, vere our ancesiors. do we

purgalves ara ths ivheritors of their evll, A% the and Tuamd, in his
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canoe; "eould not see if ths line of derkness had an endingoniém Thisg
seems to suggest the hopelessness of the human condltion.

As in hls other books, Golding's "mein emphasis is oo the
presence of avil as concomitant wlih Ghe nature of man; in other words,
on a state of being,"1&1 According io onme critic; the moral of the book
suggests "an anthropological analogus of the Fall, which distinguishes
between pralapsarian and postlapsarian man in terms of knowledge of evil
and capaciiy for thﬂughtu"142 hnd ir, Kermods in hls discusslon on
"The Inheritors® sugpssis:

"It gsems to me that "The Inhsrltors" dewelops & thsme vhich is
extremely original and for uhlch you can scarcely have any
kind of literary support im ths pegi... which 1s the ifea ...
that the man who meditates 1z & gullty men, that the power of
meditation, in the sense in which e undarstend meditation,

is an aspect of human guili, and that humen guillt is inpsgparabla
from a particvlar kind of human dsvelopmemt.® 143

S0, in bis first two nowels, Golding has examined the vorkings
of evil in twe different groups of people, the originel “crestora® of
zln and a tunch of emall boys on n desert island; dirscit descendants of
Golding 's corrupted "men" apd inherdtors of their ewil, Npr. Goldingls
moral attitude is;, up to thls point, emphasising thet we ars all inwlwved,
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that all men of every period of history are lmplicated im the fact of sin,
Having establishad this, hs goss on In his rext two books, to examine Gha
fallen individual, This change of empheslis merks a pey stage in his

éevelopmsniy as a novellst,
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