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Lord of the Flies amd Rzlahad Lltsrmturs

"What I'm ssylng to myself ig 'don’t be suck s fooi, won
Temembar wihen you were @ boy, a mmall, boy, how you Livwed on
that iglend with Ralph and Jack snd Peterkin.' ... I meid
%o myaslf [inally, *Hhv you ars grown up, you ars anwibi
it7s teken you & Jong %lud to become sduii, but tow you'6ve
goi there yov can see that peoplo sre aot like that; “hey
wuld not behave like thaf if they were Ged feering Higliish
gentlemen, and they wsni to en Laland 1ike +%hat,! "hops
saymgery vould not be foumd iun nstives on an island, 43
like as not they would find sevages who weve kindiy and
tuncomplicated and that the dswll would riss out of “hs
Intellectual complications of the three vwbits mep ¢n the
island itself, %0

Uolding s spsaking hers about his use of Ballentwme’s ' The Coral 1sland”
as the sourcs of -lord of the Flies . First published 1 1858 ~The Coral
Ialand- hos been s popuisr boysi Lok for %% last hundrad yaarg. The
story is about a group of three British boys and their adventures among
the coral islamda of the Souih ¥saz ia %ha Pacifie Ocean. Yet it must

, ta added that  The Gﬂrﬁl Iﬂm_i: Ia 0 Wore th&r a Eﬂurca; Gﬂ?.ﬁ.mcﬁ

rovel iz ordglnal in theme and teschniqus,

Colding hss used Ballantyns’s Tas Corsl Island as the starting

point from which he hes worked oui & completely differsat Thewe . because
he considers the moral in -The Coral Isiand: as ‘uoveallatic and
therefore not truly mural.”éé Be has written whai he thinks would
happen in such condliions; what ks boys 1ould become im such an

eaviroment. lord of the Flisp' 15 ir a way & crifleal coment on
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Milliem Golding, Ssmue Hynas, Mililen Golding (Faw York &

London: Columbie University Press, 1944}, pn, 7.-8.
® mig. p. 7,




-The Coral Islerd ; yet 1% cannob be called & refusatlon of ths latdes

sine the msthod of eech writer is suited to his perdiciiaw puiposs,

" In - The Corel Island ', Ballentyrpe ms tendsr and sympatbetic sapugh io

digiract the Victorizn readsrs from i;hail; digiilusioment wlth contemporary
soclety, His coral island is e placs for such caceplsts, Thew go tizws
consoling themgelves with all kinds of ideel fandusy in which evaiything
ends well. His maln purposs is %o esniertein; tnrevgh Raiph Resze, the
mm‘&tur of the story, ths writer %ells the remders that the atczy is
"ogpacially for boys, in the earnest hops that they may derdve weiuahle
information, muen pleasure,; great profil and unoounded amusemani from

163 peges; if there is any boy or man who lowes o be meisnckoiy and
morose, and who connpd enter with kindly sympatpy inke the rsgions of

fun, let me seriously advisze him %o st my book and put L% ax-:é.;ru""'ﬁ?

The Coral Islapd- 1z & story aboul chiidren spd pursly for cididren

while -Lord of“the Fllss:, though also aboub & group of children on a

desexrt laland, i1s nmot for cnildren at ali, #:Ihs Coral fzland’ l= &

remance, and in ‘Lord of the Flisg' Mr, Goldisg raconcelves Bellantyne‘s

. &
story in remorselesaly unromantic Terms,." .
-The Corai Tsland” g a story ebonit thise iesn-ags beys who
survive; after a shipirack, among the Coral lslands in the Southn Seas,

snd fipd themselves all sione on a desert island. They ers dacii.. 2537
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Lid.; Wew Yozk: W.W. Worton, 1858}, p. 1.
6B
Puilip Drew, “Second Rzsding,® The Gambridge Revisu {Octobar

27, 1956), p. 7.
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his own primitive imstinect - his ova fnmer evil will bs let loose,

This point of wiew of humen nature 1s woll dramatized in -lord of the
_giiégﬁ vhen Jack gradually breaks away from eivilizatlon and social laws,
and, onhce he is [ree from these things, his ovia primitive instine% is
given full rein, Being the leadsr of the cholir he is superficially

very close %o religion-to Christ. His true sslf emerges whsn, op the
island, he becomss the leadar of the hunters, Hs Is beyomd szivation;
completely imbued with savapgery and bruta’ity, he becomes the blcod.
thirsty tyrant of his snarchical %ribs. The sceme in which Simon
confrontsé%%rd of the Flies also slucldaies Golding's opinion of mankinrd;
during the silent talk uith/lord of the Flies, vhich is symbolized by
the pigfs head on the stick, 3imon realizes that evil is part of man

and is in man himgelf,

While Ballantyre wanis to preseni the iunpcence of yowuth, for
ywhom life is amlable and enjoyable, Golding wants %o show the easy
eorruption of innoeence, Ballentime intends %o dramatizs the great use
of civilization in all situations-to sey that eiviliszation ecan help
man to control his situstion no matter what ihe circumstances;
givilization and intelligemee will alumys bring him safety and happiness.

This is also the thsme of Defoels -Aoblnson Crusce Crusos spends all

the time on his deseri island trying to recreais in ministure the
civilization he has left behimd, and he succeads. Golding's reaction
towards Ballantyne®s point of wiew is that ecivilization iIs just a
fragile ensmel which is of no a%ail for man when he is casi out of

society: civillzation can eagily bo stripped off. It is pele, helpless,
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eighteen; Ralph - fifteen apd Peleikin — fourtesn, Jack is uvell sducated,
clever, licn~like in action but miléd in disposition; he iz the ctrongest

. and the leadsr of the group. Ralph, the nerraioz of the stery, ls
rati'onal ; humble and goodenatured. Paterldn, a little funny hoy, iz

quick and humorcus. Taey llke ome cmother and %ry to maks the bogi of E

bad aondltions,

Thers is névﬂr eny confilet smong them. They observwe the c.dow
of senicrity. Ralph apnd Peterkin always obadiently follow Jecliz

advles. Thay are proud of him and helliswe in his intelligence axd
capacity to overcome ell obstacles. Daspite a1l the hard wory mud the
unceribalo, dangerous sitvetion, they Feoatimed to liwe on owr Lsiand

in undinterrupted harmony and happinsssu”ﬁg They sra wall educeted onrd
civilized boyss they avs alao good Chrdatians whe ry thelr bost %o

help the savages %o acqguwles blghoT moral aiendards, Thay are lopogsab
and therefore incapabile of commituing amy aln.

This is uncqnvincing and Locredibls %o YWilliam Golddng. MHis
experisnce ag & scuoolmaster does wnot allow hin e expset that boys
thrown together far from ¢ivllization apnd scelody, iiving im such an
enviroment -- among wild, instinstiva, ﬁx&mitivs aaturs, wAll remain
good, humble and humorous liks these thras boys. Adecording Yo Goiding's
view of life, man is sinful. Evil siems from ¥he innsr natnee of msa
wot from the outer envirorment. Ceolding daiibspately names bis Hue
leading boys Ralph and Jack after ths herssa of -The Coral laland

Piggy obviously corresponds %o Balisniypa’s Petsrzitin, Golding's boys

VO T ez, T el T ik Ty, T A U S L TR .
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are alse sirsnded om an wnlnhabited Zsland after a plame erssh, There
on the isclated lgland, withoul edui® supervisgion, the boye dewcop
wvith terrifying rapldity into the sta’s of barbaricim and bestle Lty
degpite the resistence of rationaliiy, intelligence and civiliuation,

Aoeording to Frank Xemmode, ' The Coral islsnd {1858) sowid

be used as a document in the history of ldess; 1t balonge insepayahly
%o the pericd when boys were seni cut of Asnoidisn schnolam ceah.efied
free of Originel Sin, Yolding tekes Relph, Jack and Peterlkin ... znd
gtudieg them sgainst sn altered moral iandsicaps, H& knows bavs wali
enough to make their collapss into savegery plavgible, %o see them as
the cannibals, | This meens that only the civilized, the inteilectual
are corrupt. The eavages in fact l2ad primitive livas without any
kaoviledge and therefore are innvesnt, mob dangerous,

Liks the boye et the beginning of Lowrd of the Fiies,
Ballantyne is thrae boys, instead of belng worried after tha shimwceek,
anjoy themselves because they aye rpv frse from iha adul® world and con
do whatewer they went. The l1sland is "the encisni paradize" foy tihem.
Ralph, vho is seized hv wanderlust, has besn wery interssted in the
Coral Tslands and has always longed %o vwisii them. Despite the fach

that theirs is an isolated islend, everything is cveilseble and the boys
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lead their daily lives with sass, conteniment and enjoywsni oo “islph
tells uzi
Iiometimes w@ went oult a-fishing in the legoon, and :ometimss
vent a-hunting In the woods, ... The climate was so husutifvl
that it seemed tc bs a perpetusl summer, amd es momy of Lhe

frudi-4rees continusd to besr frult and blossem ail the year
rownd; we never wvanted for a plenkifl. supply of foud, 172

prosgperous country. Hor do they weat to b2 rascuad from the Lsland
sinm they ar:a. Yaxtremely happy.® |

Ballantyne's Ralph, 1ike Golding‘s,.the most rationsl. one, J
thinks first about provision and shelter. The thres boys thenm begin to
imitate the adult world, [Peterkin mupsestis e form of constitutionzl
monarchy, "You shall be king, Jack: Rsiph, prime mimstar.ii?a Golding's
Pilggy suggests imitation of demecraiic gocizsty in ‘ord of the Mliss ..
The boys bulld the Ffire Trom Peterkinis spy-glussy the fire in ferd

of the Tlies- is 1it by Piggyts giszses . Tfhea the thres hoys tscome

familiar with boe island, they begin to feel %he primitiwe forcss of
nature Y.,, uhcre vas a bare and rocky place of = buoken and suEge
charactarn“wb tet their own natwe remains unchanged, This doss mot
convince Golding vwhoss concept of manking is rather pessimistic.
According to Golding, man &as3 the primitive insgkined within
himself and can control it only with the help of civilizetion sud

cartain conventicnal walves, but oncz ha is free from thess boundaries
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Ballontyne, gp.cit., p. 158,
73

ibid.; p. 22.
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his own primitive instinch - his own inrer evil w1l bt let Joosa,
This point of view of human nature is well dramatlzed in -Lord of fhe
_F_l;:f_e_s-f when Jack gradually breeks suway from civilization and social laws,
and, once he is {ree from these things, his owa primitive instinet is
given Tull rein, Being the leadar of the cholr he is superficially
very close to religion 4o Christ, His frue self emerges when, on the
island, he becomes the lzader of the hunters. Haz is bey;::rui saLvation;
completely imbued with savagery apd btrutality, he bacomss the blood-
thirgty tyrant of his aparchical 4rite. The sgers in which Simoh
cc:-ni‘ron‘ts.&’lﬁrd of the Flies slso 2lucidates Golding's opinicn of menltind;
during the silent talk withford of the Flies, wiich is symbolized by
the pig’s head on tha stick, 3lmon realizes that avil is pazt of man
and is in man himselfl,

¥hile Ballantyms wants to preseat the innocence of youth, for
vher life is amizble and enjoyable, Golding wants %o show the easy
corrupticon of innocence, Pallaniyne intends %o dramatize the greal use
ol civilization in all situations-to say thzt civillzation can help
man to eonirel his situation rno matier what the circumstances;
eivilization and intelligence will always bring him safety end uappinsss,

This is also the theme of Defoe's -Roblnson Crusoz ; Crusos spends adl

the time on his desert ialamd tryinmg to recreats in miniature the
eivilization he has left behimd, and he succeeds. Golding’s reaction
tovards Ballantype's point of vlew is that civilization iz just a
fragile enamel which is of mo a;mil for man vhan he is cast out of

society; civilization can easily ba stripped off. It is pale, helpless,
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vwhich are stronger and more powerfu. then itseif,

| A% the moment the thrse boys are exploring the 1sland, an
anormous rock falls crashing down towvards %iiem but pone 1s injured.
The parallel scene in Iord of the Flieg- is the death of Piggy® who is
.struek by a large rock nushed over by Roger. The difference is that

the savagery of naturs in “The Coral Islend' is embodied in the boys

themgelves in “Lord of the Fliss' , since Golding wanis to emphasize
the idea that sevagery, evil ars in man, not in nature. Roger is the
embodiment par excellence of brutality and savagery. In The Corsl
Island Ballantyne alsc prossntz evil in ads treatmant of the saweges
and the cruel, greedy pirates who kill a lot of tie netives in ordsr
to possess their sandal weod, To. ths boys the saveges lock “meore like
demcne then humen beings" because of thelr ugly nakedmess, theiw
charcoal.-tlack bodles taticoad all over and their faces painted with
red-coloured clay,

Their brutality in the bloody beitls Letween wo tiny tribes
on the island whers the boys hlde themselves horrifles them and makes
them sick, The chief of the victorlous group pulls ths enemlee® child
from his mother's breast and %tosses him into the sea, "The rippling
vaves rolled the child on the beach, as if they refused %o be a part
iﬁ guch a foul murderﬂ'Tﬁ Thds is very similer to Slmonts death scens
in "Lord of the Flles', The difference lies in ths fa¢k that 3imon is

not kllled by any sawage nor monsber, nor demon, but cyuelly murdered
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by his own friepds vham he intends to save fyom irretiopal fear and
superstitious influences. I¢ is not uausual for enemies to kill one
another like those two tribea of savagss on the coral island, bui it is
more brutal, tragic for a frisnd %o be killed by his own friends, as
Slmon is, Golding ssems to suggest that ths bLoys ard mwors cruel and
blocdthirsty than the savages in The Coral Isiand , Golding's
hunters, led by Jack, elso palnt thelr faces with colouved elay. The
parallel is obirlous,

Jack, Ralph and Peterkin fesl sick and disgusted at the sight
of the savagas! cannihalismi The canulbels fracture one of their eremies:
gkulls and ¥gearealy had his linbs ¢sased o quiver wvhen the monsbers
cut slices of fissh from hig body, and, alter féasting slighily over
the fire; dewoured thsmﬂ"?ﬁ This is unbsarable io them and later the
boys try o get rid of cannibalism by giving the sevages six piglets,
telling them how silly they are to eal their own {sllowmen, Ths boys
go cut flshing 1n the ses and are threatensd by a ghark; they make bows,
arrows, angd spears for hunting and fishing. They hunt pigs and piglets
| for food, Their hunting scere 1o not so sxciting, lustful snd

bloodthirsty as the sow huniling scems im ‘Lord of the Flies' since Jock

and his hunters kill pigs mot only for food tut also for fun,

Ballantyne elso suggests apn apprehsasion of the inner darkness,
although a very vague ons, in the boys themselves., The boys ge %o hunt
pigﬁlfor food at the piga' plecs. They have sgrecd beforchand that they

will teke a piglet but when Peterkin sses "sn enormous ald sow" he

"
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suddenly chaoges and forgets everyihing, Uhen Ralph tells him to spear
a fat pigle® which passes hin," ... Peterkin did no% move; he allowed
it to pass uoharmed. T looked at him im surprige, ard say that his Lips
were compressed and his eyabrows knmitted, as if he wers aboul o fight
vith some awful ememy. “Whet is it?° I inquired, vith some trepidation,
Suddenly he levelled his spear, darted forvard, and, with & yell that
nearly froze ike blocd im my veins, stabbed ihe old sew %o the heart.
Hay, so vigorouzly was it doma that the spsar went in at one slde and
came out at the otheri
'Oh, Peterkini® said I, going up to him, ‘whai havs you dons??
‘Done? Iive killed their great--greeti.grandmother, that's all,t
sald he, leoiking wiih a somevha® avestruck expressslon at the %rensfixed

tii :
andmal " Then wth great surpriss Jack asks him, "Whati possesszsd you

78 The aazwer is that Peteridan wanis o paiz of

to stick her, Peterlin?®
shoes; & rether unconvloclng ansver both %o his horfrieads amd &2 the
readers who sugpect what is his real motive and what has posssssed him
at ths moment, Tt seems that Ballantyms himself ¥nows what has
pogsegsed the boy tut dares not give the rlght aoauer,

then the pirates? ship comes ashora; the boys hids thanselves
in the cavern undey the water. Relph voluntears to ge cut and is
capiured by the pirates. Hsre wo ere given s hink aboul civilizzd man

by Ralph: =Little did we imagirs that the first maveges who wowid

tEd
drive us into i% would be vhite saveges, perheps cur own cowakrymen ..M. |
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The inference 1s that® white men ave, in fact; civilized only om the
surface; thsy ers more dangerous than ths primitive savages since they
are more intelligent and comsaquently can ceugs mors fatel destivetion.
These white msn are as greedy and as brutal as ©he savages oy sowetimss
sven more, Tasy kill a lob of the patlves because they have supsrior
weapons, guns, Om en island eslled Fmo people worsiip the eel ag ons
of their gods and feed him with their own bablea, They have 2 sinming
contest in vhich some matives sre caten by sherks. The chief of a iribs
can kill and eat anvone he wants to because he himueif i1s the law., They
kill their captives cruelly and vheg the capiein of the plrates iries %o
cheal them, hs and hls c¢raw are Goriured %o death; only Ralph escapes.
This tends to drematize tha crueliy, sawagery and inberent
ovll of ths natives, They are wather inhuman; they nsver mourn anpone’s
death. They view death as a kiad of phonomena snd cen see their babies
saten Uy the esl irp fromi of tham, After the cspiain‘s death, Ralph
s8ils back to hia {rlends at the Cowral Igland. After & few mors adwentures,
in one of uwhich they are imprlsonsd by the cannibailg and fnelly set
free becausa the chief and mpst of hls subjecta ere convaried to
Christianity, thz three boys seh szdl for Epgland in the plrates® ship.
"The GCoral Islapd® iz e popular adventure stery for children,
The author wenis to entertaln and o cncoursdge tos reader to meks tha
beat of bad conditions, so that sveryihlug w1l sad well; unity will
suraly bring auccess, Tks boys bolong Ho & herols typs becouse they
ars brave boys who, daspite 2il wischief and dagpsrate wircumsiancss,
remeln good, virtucus and ionceant., Accordlng to Williem Palson thess

three toys reflect:



"the eighieenth century optimlstic view of humap matuyo « a
viev vhich has several facets. The flvs® is ths sonmscph of
the periectibility of mem, which includes the idea that ovil

is nuh icheront im manis msturs tut stams frow the socioty
vhich formg hlm. Amother coreliary ides g that of ke mobls
savege. If man is by mature good, then 4% would sem: that
vhere he 1s found closest tc %he matursl stata hs lg ai Al
most noble, Human beings in childhood or in & stete of paturs
therafore presumably coms ciogest e the ldesel,usO

Thls optimistic concupt of mankind has basicaliy undertaped tho sexlod

of the nlnefeenth and twentisth centuries, 1he wdters of Shs woriod

A

such az Rousseau "sxprassed a feith in the assentinl goodness ¢ man‘s

nature, ol

- that man was born good and innccent. Only closendss o
nature can presevve thege woble qualiiies of man. Wan is spoiied and
corrupted by sociedy,

Golding's wlew ié conirery %o thls; he believes that iia defecis
of society ere causad by defoets in the ivdividual. Mo baliovas i
demorellzation acd decsy of won cevsed by Ordeinal Sin, Men ves born
sinful and is; thereforc; responsibie fov ¢hs corruniion of scclety
"The Coral Island” soumds unreailstic and natruly mereld to Golding Tscauvse
s locks af ihe situatien frop srother poimt of +lew, Ballantyns's
attitude towmrds mapkird is rathsr optimistic, vhils Golding's is
possimigtlc. Acecordilng to Golding thoss primitive s¥ll forees are motb
iz the saveges tut in the boys themamelves., VWhat is wveguely ilmplied in
ons or two isoiated passeges of "The Coral Tzlepd? is drametizad zud

Irntensified by Golding.
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The Corel Island * 1s like Jonamn Wyss? The Swiss Femily

Hobinson inm subject and purpose, Iiks the Ballaniime btoys who s
abandoned on an island after a shipwreck, the Hobinsen femdly erd -cast
adrift after & shipwreck near an uninhabited “island not far frowm the
Equator. Their conditlon is bebter than that of the three boys on the
Corael Island becauss thsy have szlvaged almosi all peceasary thlngs Sran
the vreck -~ foods; utengils, tools,; clothes and even animals. There are
six members: the father, the mother, and four boys =mged from eight io
fifteen. BEach one; evon the youngesi boy .. Frans, iriess his best 7o
help the otherg. Theirs is slso & desert island for escapists. Thay
ara a religous family and never meglect their prayers. Thay buiid
shelters, stables, and grow plants., They kill animals only for Food

and never for pleasure,

Like the boys in 'The (orsl Island , they glve names 0 places
ot the island: the Promised Land, Iobater Bay, Tentholm, Prospect Hill
and so on, This indicates the influence of civilization and msilis 230 -
that he ecan dominmate evarything and control any kind of situatiocn thai
nay present itealf. Like Ballaniynz, lyss also preseants the primiftive
external forces that are unfriendly to man. %hen the family decide to
leave the ship and they row towsrds thc island, ¥... the nearer we
approaclied the shore the less inviling 1t appeered; the barren rocks

seemed to threaten us with misery and want;“sz Hith their intelligence,
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the family lsafs & comfortabls ez -;;a.eaﬂ.lj_ life. They mesn %o sebils
there on the isla.ﬁd and mever Yo ravuwn o their countzy, They are
-Glsillusioned by society, by thelr fellownsn who bawe left them in the
lurch in the shipwreck, But ome thing thoy movep forgst and try to
preserve is the influerncs of ciwllizetlen. They Gy thelr besy to restore
s microcosmie civilizstion 4a their ersctsd sochety: ¥ Hurranl! sried
Ermest, *u5i3 bo eble Go afford dudk ard green pnes someday peen, aind
imegine wafro sees mors eivlliized mar‘i;ﬂa”ﬁ

Tho suthor's purposs is expressed clearly davough ke father,
the narrator of the stery, who s8vs that 4t is weitten for instruction
and amusement. The four leds veprosend cther childwsn sll over the uerid,
Hs wants them "o obssrve how blasued sre %he resvlis of pelisnd
continuance in wall-doing, what benefits arise frow the thoughiful
application of knowladgs a.udusa:'i.&nﬁsg end how good ond pleasant & thing
it 13 vhen brsthen dvell together ir unity, wedsr the eye of parental
lc"reu"a"

A8 far as the problems cf ths bools are concerned,” Tord cf

ihe Flies' ia very similar to Hugbcs® A Hiph Wind Iu Jemglca uwhich,

although it Lz about chlldren inedveritently kidnaprad by plrates, is

ot an adventure story for children at all. ¥§ is a study of “he psychs

of a group of chlldren duripz their perlod of siapping into the adoloscems

world. The author presenta thelr mysierious and secre® mature thet can

never ba undersicod or euspected by growseups. It surns out that the

S 33; e A a1 4 1S Y5 St o 1000 e e et s drmemar
Ibid., p. 146.
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sophisticated adults are hatrayﬂd.érﬂ gorrupted by the children whem
they think basically innceent and thsrefpie jncapable of any ev¥ll. Ths
characters are the [ive Thornton childrsn packed off from Jemaics with
two Creole children inm ordor %o bz properly sducalsd ip England. Durinog
the voyage, ths ship 1s aﬁtaéksd by piratss and they are brough% ox tha
pira'{;esg vessel and lef% there becauss of thelw formsr captain‘s
misunderstanding that theyrars all killed,

Although the pirates are dissolute, rafflch and cruds; thay Wy
thelir bsgt to treat the children with compassion and terdermsss. In fech
they are more 8t the mercy of the chdidren thar the ehildvsn sre ol 4hem,
In the pirate vessel the childror scon regard lust, viclence and
cru§lty ag commenplaca, They are savages under the surfaco of inmneeaca,
The piratea’ destructicr is not caussd by thair own evll deads Tt by
the erime committed by Emily, oue cf the Theralon shildren. Ik a £24 of
terror, she murders, desplts her ssvoro would in the leg, s Duuch
hostage teken by the pirates., Thls ls ths first siein of Woed sver shed
on the ship, I% is =a nnlucky coen for the supspsiitious ewsv. ITho
captain finelly succeeds in persvading the captalns of enother ship %o
deliver the chlldren %o Epgland. Sefely arzived in England, ihe childran
go to ‘proper’® Eoglish schools while thelr former captoirs go to tae
gallows charged with Emilyis crime.

‘The iromy e that the piraies are put on trial boczuss of the
crime committed hy a pretty iitila gicl mot by them, These pirates ars
guperfleially sophlstlcated whille the children who secm lnbogeni arpo
more evil ond mystevious. The plretes ars desiroved boceuss they
underestimata or never oven suspect danger of ths "inwocsnis-T In har

nsti school at Blaekhsath, Emily Jocks again as doncesit and graceful as
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other schoolpgirls, AL the end Hﬂgﬁas remavla, “looklng at thew gsnile,
happy thropg of cleen, lnnocent faces aind sofi, graceful Limvs, Llsitening
to the ceaseisss, ariless babhle of chetber rising, perheps God couid
have picked out from saobg them which wag EFally: but I am surs ';*.-h:-:_i-; I

could Dﬂta”35

At the epd of chapier ons, the reader vleus the seeue of gicmm
of high wind in Jomalcs:

The handkerchlef, shutters, sveryihing wurst: the rsin poured
in Iike the sea into a slnking ship; the wind cecupisd the
roam, shatching pioivras {rom the wall, sweeping the tahle
bare, Through the gapinrg {remzs the lightning-lit scaos
without was vlsible. The c¢raspers, which befors had looked
like cobvebs;, now steaming up inte the aky like merwecombed
hair. Bushes were lying flat, laid back om the ground == closs
s & rabbii lays back is sars. Branches were Leaping shoui
loose in the sky. The Wegro huts were ¢lsan gons, and the
Hagroes crawling on their siomachs across the compound to
gain shelter of the house....Ome boy began to roll away:
his mother, forgettinz cauvtion, rose to her I'sebs end
immedistely the fat old baldsm was blowa ¢lean away..."

And the Thormton children are from the lewd of storms and high wind.
The suthor seems to uss this extormel matursl phenoxsmon to mirrer ihe
inner nature of these children, which is squelly or oven mora hrutal,
and fatal than threztenlng nature,

The book is also celled; iromically, "The Innocent Voyega. We
knod that the childrsa are not compleisly lonocent durlng thaly wyage.
They are & strange mixiure of innceanv;hnd savegery, and in their

adventures they ars closar to matura then %o their perents., They représent
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Richerd Hughes, A High “Hné T Jomaics {Mew York: The Weu

American librarzy of Worid Litsmiwre, ioc., 1695}, p. 191.
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& matiny of the senses which mo urban clvilization can suppresc... Thay

are living in the Old Yestemeni, before discovering the i'?‘.=.n,.:.'TE"H tiks

the children in “Lord of the Flies , they sre Wobims of Orlginal Sin,

These children who seem inmocent within the boundery of civiiisstion
and conventional socisety are not incocent st ell when they sre s;lcmeﬂ
1selated from szoclaty. |

Thus folding and Bughes share the same general theme. Yot theiz
wcrké are differsnt in technigue. As we hsve seen, Gciding exXpressds
his point of view through the fable form whilo Hughes ugss the {5cbional
form to dramatize hls concapt of humanicm, Hughes’ scharecterizetion is
more convincing than thot of Golding. Hughes! characters ars Muman
beings who are mot completely good or bad but a convineing mixture,
The children ars not complately angelic and innocsni bseanse in.a ceritaln
environmsnt they are as wild, and c¢rusl as adults, Nor are the pirates
completely wclous, Their stromg, iude, brutal nature is not antirely
merciless and unsympathetic,

Hughss, in his "4 Hiph Wind In Jemsica. , tever suggssic any
idsa beforehand. He just prasents the incident agd relates experisnce. .
He shows the children from tbe ontalde, Ho interprete their thinking
and feeling for us, He presents both their inner and outsr complexdtiss.
Wilthout the use of symbolien Hughes lets the children®s brutelity reveal

itsall, As aw ouisider; he wsbches ths chlldren, debachad frem them,
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Vernon Watkdns, "Foreward?, Hughes, & High Wind In Jamaize
Wew York: The Mew American Library of Uorld Literaturs, Inc., 1695},

p.l.



then records their behawlour %¢ thz reader. He is Ua literary ariish
who knew humen mature {rom personal axparianﬂac“ﬂa

The camparisons to bs msds betwsen the four books discusse
above are intevesting. In "The Coral Tsland  we have the concepi of
the safe community produced by a sceiely that had lived for a ceniure
wlthout war, a soclsty with a settiad sense of thq human personality.
The same might be eaid of -The Sulgs Family E_u_@égéo_q;, . 1o Hichard
Hoghes! book ,we see the first sign of disintegration; the psychologists
have discovsred that chlldren are not in fact spell fapciful adulis,
‘Loxd of the Flies', conceived elisr o second world wer in ar increasingly
sceptical society, quesilons msreiiessly the smug bumanltarian blas of
the first two bools and more than corroborrates the less optimiztic
outloock of the thim. ﬂlth&ugh Hephas does mot completely lose faith
in good, since in hls characters there is the mixture tatwesn good and
gvll, he, at loast, suspects its gtabllliir and endurancs amd his hope
for them is rather ip degpair. BHoik Golding and Hughss believe that the

defect of soclety is in the indiwidusl, Han is depraved by his owm

wicked, brutal nature; be 1s ths inberltor of Originel Sin,

Louis J, Halle, “Smell Sewsges®, Safuréey Raview smocviis

(October 15, 1955), p. 16,
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