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Lozé of the Filcs R
On the surface "“Lozd eof the Mlfzs” 1s gimply an edvsnituic
story about a mumber of schoolboys strsizdsd on an wiinhablizd ey cal
lgland after a plamurack from which no adulic survivs; om = decpo
lovel, the boeck 1s a study of human meiwre, The writsy's porposs Lo
rede clear in his notes cn the boek in which he shetas:
"The theme is an sttempt ta trcoe whe defecis of socishy beck
to the defects of mman mativwe, The morsl is that the phspe
ol 2 soclety must depend cn the gthical malowe of the
individual and not oa any polibvlecl svstew hovsver aposieably
logical or resgsshadla. Tiw whole book is gymbolic iz amhwe,
except the rescus in the end whers adult 1ife appoary,
digidfied and cepebls, but in vselliy emmeshad in the sane
evil as $the gymbollc 1ifs of fhe chlidisn on She igland,
The cfficer, havimg inbszwupied & man-hunh, prepares o teke
the childzen off $he islaend in & sruiseer uhich wiil neesentl
- - an ¥ < y
be hunting its sramy in the same implacsbls wy, @41
Tius the book focuszs on the anslysis of the mopcl disintogration o7
the boys, who vepreseni ¢ vhole huwen racs, Meny symbois ope npoe
in order %o drametize theiyr decline esusad by thslis ovm innsr dorkuess,
ford of the Flies' is a stexy of the ovolution of manm ip reverss, The
story beging with clviiizatlion ard develeops backwerds to pricitle en,
A% first; vhan the boys reslizs that lhey are al2 alene on an
Jsland, they do not woiry much shoui bsing fay Fron resers LSseEuas
adulss have ail beer klilzd in the a%omic wer, se Pigey sominds Rsiph,
who consoles bimsslf that his fathor will coms %o rescus them, ”Hst(,
Them, .7 Pooocow ool b pilos saliT Jbunb She atom bombt Thay 're
Loy suna or nad et L Tling,t lerd oo 0 LGu.

s G.F, Putnam's Sens. 1332}, p. 189,



12 Ta fact they are glad aﬁﬁ chaerf{ul &b the thought of haiprg

ell dsad.w
fres frow grown-ups and anjoy the beeuwtiful, fantastic panoranma of ihs
igland : "Ealph looked throvgh him. Here &b last wss tie imagined ik
never fully realized place leeping imic rasl life., Rslph's llpa portsd
in a delighted smile and Piggy, teking thie emile 4 himseli 28 & mevi
of recognition, lavghed with pleasura°“1aihﬂnly Pigpy, a foi, funry boy,
feslg uneasy, reccgnizing that rescue %s bowond hopa. KEe geema tu be
avare of what is going o hsppen; with his lips cuiverimg and the
spectacles dimed with mist he murmurs, e mey sty hsre .11 we die.d
Hers he prophesizs his own fate, becouse he mseis his tregic dsath on
the island,

. Rospongibllity and common ssrsz wmen them that they must do
something in order to meke the situation batier. Plggy suggests to
Ralph, "Me got to find the others, % gob o do somedhing." " Bat the
best they can do is o imitate ths aduis world Zm whidh civilization
bas taught them that caly unity and ovdercd society w1l bring happiness
and success. They therefors bagin to fum thele own sccisty. Relph,
sged wuelwe, calls a meeting by biowihg fhe coneh wilcn they have just
found, Tre youngest boys are aix, the oldest tuslve: thelr remes are
listed, yet the total munber remsins wiliigwn to the weedar, In thels
votipg for a chief, Ralph is selscied desplte the obwicus faet that
"what intelligencs had bz:n shoun wes {regesbie to Plggy, vhile the mest
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obvicus leader wag Jack. But there was & stillmess shout Ralph ag he

g3t that marked nim out: there wasz his size, and ailrsctive appeorance

and most obscurely, yet most powsrfully. thare vas the conch,i

and because he hag the conch. Ths conch hers 1s the symboi of autherisy,

Ralph is chogen tecause of his psrsomality and rationality,

civilization and high culturs, Like civilization, it is valuable,

beautiful and delieate. “In color %hs shell was dsop craam, touchad

here and thers with fading pink, Between the point; worn suay intc a

1ittle hole, and the pink of the mouth, ley eizghieen inches of shell

wvith a slight spiral twist and covered with a delicate, embosgsed

pattern,

and asthmatis boy, who is consequenmtly incapable of any laborious work

il16'

Despite his phrsical infsiiorlty as a fai, short-sighted

or stremwus physical exarcies, Piggy iz & move intelligent boy who

stands behind Ralph's suecess,

tramps into the assembly declaring thst he should os the chisf "hecause

7
I'm chapter chorister and head boy,™'

Jedk, koown at first st the domirsering leadsr of the choir,

q

with his cholr boys, Colding gives us & hint of their mature, lMen

Relph first moticas them, he sees them a8 “momskning dsrk.”'S Then they

-

come hearer and Ralph can sse thot they ere all “diessed in stranzely

eceonbric clothing,,.. Thelr bodics, frem throat to avkle, vers hidden

——
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by blaelk nlaaksn“.ig Jeck himssif iz tell, bomy sad thin wiih wed hajsn
and freckled, erummplad ugly facs out of which shevs v wigi% blue eyes,
frugtrated pow, and turping, or ready to TEN, o angarnﬁzﬂ e
appearance Jack is contrasted with Ralph who is faip haized, goiden
complexdoned, and attiactiva; "Mut thers was a niildness ahout his meuth

and eyes thei proclaimsd no devilq“zj

Golaing ssems to uwss s physieal
contragt between the tuo boys to mizror their different inmsy paturss,
Jaci 1s rather strict and olmost erval leader of the choir:

*o relationship with the choir boys s o other than that of a dictater
tovards his Tollowers, There is no saimated feiendship vetwoen them,
They are separsted by Jack's suthority, The choir bovs dare not evsn
call him by his first neme. Despite the heat, hungsr and axiwustion the
clolr must keep in order and march or cven stemd im ows. Mot votil
one of the boys in the line fainis avd fa’ly om his face does Lo veiuctantiy
let them rest. Suddendy when Ralph sssuras him that thers ave ro
grown-ups, Jack bocomes p;ematursly more awshoritztive and takes the
adult rele. Uhen the other boys introduce themsslves by msme such a8
Johnny, Sam and Erie, or Ralph, Jack seys wiih contemph that they are
Just "kidst names®. And for himself ez proclsims, nct without wenity,
Wy should I he Jack? I'm HErridewa“EE Without thelr avarsness, ths

opposite naturas of Jack sad Piggy clash and waconseioualy Migey shrdmks
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back when he [irst sees Jaek and daras mot esk the nevcomsris neme,
Beceuse of his supsrior physical stremgth and sulberity, Jaci: slvays
mocks and tullies Pigpy,

Although Jack is mot zatisfied with the election, yoi he
submits, for the time being, %o the majority who prefer Nalph, This
indicates that ihe soclal tradition is still stiong in him and can
overaome his jsalousy and selfi-will, Ralph, noticing this, imsiste
that Jack remain the leadsr of the cheir. They sxplore the pleoce in
order to make sure that it is en isiand and find that it iz on islend
"roughly boat-sheped.! Perhaps the author wants %o suggest thai the
boys ere put in a ship. It is not, in fach, a ship of fools tut of
savages, that Is sailing in the vast ocean of 1ife, Thls is a ¥ind of
no—exlt; the boys of “mrions natures, having oo choice, are foresd to
live tegether in this ship. The ship dess no® sail forwards but
hackwvards and no one knows vhers its voyage 1411 meat iks end.

The discovery makes them awsce thait they aré far {rom belag
rescued, They then plan for boh rescuz aid better Qiving and secu-ity.
To maintain order,; they apply the rules they had at school. Durivg
agszmblies, only the parson who holds the conch can spealr and must bs
llstened to. Only one boy may sposk at 5 time. Using Piggy‘s Blagses,
they make a fire in ordew to atdiact the ship that might sail by, Puly
iz dlvided into tvo maln ssctions: eivii sarvic: and humting, This ié
an imitatiion of the adult world in which pover is divided indo eivil
service and active service. Ralph and Piggy are respopsible for civil
service; they manage to build shelieis ané fook after the Yittle ones,

Jack and his chelr, elected hintexs, go %o huni becsuse fruld nligee f

- -
SHE
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sufficient for them. Tho clwll men's duty is %o pragsrve poece vhile
the munteris ie to flight, to ki’l and o destroy. 'he c¢ivil man uses
his hrain vhile the other nses pirangth spnd wespows, Thsse fwo opposite
Sfoncilions are dremefizad through these %wo groups of Loys.
¥or & short perfod, civiiizedlior end social ruies end laus ave
strong and bindlng. The boys fecl gulldy when thay hevs done semotllir
wong. Heger apd Masurice, after baimg relisved from dufty &% the firs,
destroy the samd castlos made by tha 1ittls boye. "Mow thovgh thexe
vag no perent Yo let fail s heawy hend, Menrics still f2lt the aneass
of wrnngdaingn"23 Bnt Roper's heswd is too hard for Win e Ia¢, 1iks
Mauriez; he is basically e sediet, smccdlous %o burt psopis., Ulth nis
secrel excitement, he throws gicnes at Fenzy. et delibarataly throva
wlde hecouse he dares not hlt his, tHers, Inwlsibls yat sfrocg, wes 3he
taboo of tho old 1ife. Round the squatting cblld uay ﬁhﬂhpfﬁﬁﬂﬁtiﬂﬂ
of parents and school exd policewar riod the leaw, Rogezn’a o vwag
conditioned by 2 civilization thei koow nuthing of hip and vaz in ruinﬂi‘?'JF
1% is this sams toboo of civilizablon, of the old life that
kolds Jack®s erm From killimg & pigled lp his first expsditioca round
the island withlﬂalph epd HSimom. Mewe sgain the feeling of pguilt iz
still strong in them. Goeded by hunger, the boys rush for the pray.
Seging that the plglet is ceught up by crsspers; Jack suddsnly dravs
hiz kndls and ralisss his arm Migh fa the eis, His {risnds weil

breathlessiy for e full-bleoded atroks, il "ihere csnms & pauss, &

e S
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hiefus;wthe pig contimed to zereem end the creepers to jerk, and the
blade continied to fash a% the end of & bony arie. The peuss uas only
long snough for them %o understaci vhat ap suormity the dowmmzd stroke
would bs. Then the piglet tors lcose from the crseperz and geurried into
the undergrowth. They wars Left looklrg at each cther and the placs of
tarror="25 They all feel sshemed of their hesitstion, Jack’s ercuso

is that bs was congiderlng whers to pbab it, Buh the rzal rsason is

that killing and blood ars s$ill {co muech for then. However, in his
irritation, Jack promises, fitext %ims - " He really mesns it and cen

do 1%, He can gpill n:t.only the plgs! blood but else humar blood,

Soon this relatively ordsred and just soclsty graduslly
decays through irrational feer, After ths exploration 1s finished,
Balph calls an assembly in order %o report %o them that they ars om an
lsland and conclodes, This is our islend. I%'z 2 good islend. Until
the grovmups com? to fshkeh ug ws'll have fUnn“z But this prldes of
domination end snjoyment begins to fade vhen fsar arlses, A little
oy sees o spake-thing; a beasty ln the derkoess, ¥It came znd weni
avay again an® cmme back =nd wenied to eat him -5 reports Piggy. HRalph,
ratiher nerwus; tries to congols him and the other little orss that
there is no sueh thing on the 3zisnd ard #he boy must have had &
mightmara. The sepss of something wmysterloualy wrong spresds, sraduzlly,
from the littls omeg %o the big onss. Ths Bllss at theie xighﬁ ol

possession of the island is reducad o ursasiness and discemfori.
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Gonflict between Jack zud Ralph ig cavsed wy the argumant on
hunting end building of sheliers. Bescavse Relphts konowledg: abeut
tuilding is ipsuiflclent and bsceuzs s 1ls under.ztalfed, bis vork
turms out Yo bs & failure, Irciisted, e accuses Jack and Wiz huniers
of being mo help, Raiph inéistaﬂ "is need shelisrgly uhile.Jamk: v
equally sirong pession; ratorts, "W wmd msats,” Jaek iz Denegteated
hecause bis bunting is also £ feilure, Ralph alwava clinge to the ides
of bteing rascusd, of shelters end fire and of uhei snnoys hiw - the
unimown beestlo; while Jack®s theught do elusys of hunting. Thew telk
together but each on differant figpics. ihom Reliph talks shout baing
rescued; "Jack had to think fox & moment before he could xemember what
TEscus H&ﬁn“zT While Relph is %=iling shovt the f4re and ships, Jack
shouts; "Got iti® Malph jumps gladiy and asks, "Whst? Hhsre! Is 3%

8 ghip?" The facl is that Jack is thinkdng sheut pigs and has jush
thought of the place vhere they shouid bs, Ralph is go angry that be
shouts at Jack," I was talking stout suoke! Don't vou w@oh to be
rescued? ALl you com %alk about fa pig, plg, pigl® Thoy cén nsver
uaderstand each other, “They walked slong, twe contiments of expsriznce
and feeling, unabls to eommumicetc, LT I could only geh & pigi! {Jeck
murmurs) '191 come back and go om viti the shsitar,! {Raiph seys %o
himself) They looked at sach other, bafflad, in love aid hateaﬂza Thazr
cannot comnmund este with sach other because they Yelpzg to &).Flswent

natures, Ralph is radio=el and weats sscurity, vhile Jeck prafars i N



and 1s bewitched by o mysterious sxeitsment.

Jack's huniing instinet becomes étronger end stronger. He
and hig hunters emear and paint their facos with colored clay sug
charcoal. ®°Tor huniipg. Iike im the ver. Yeu lknpow.dazsle paini,
Like things trylng to look lile samething else..! Ko twisted iz the
upgency of teliing, 'Like moths on a tree trunk¢f“29 Jeck expleing
to the other boys who look at him im surprise., 1o fzct Jack knows what
he will look 1lke by paintingz Jls faee: he knows that he will lock like
the animal iﬁsglf - 1ike the besszt. ‘This is the beginning of the retuzn
to a primitive way of Jving. The psint is & Wind of mesk fhat wiid
make them loss their identlty and reeponsibility. Pehind these masks
thay feel no shame for what they huwe doms, because they fesl that they
are strangsys, ot thomselves. Wor de thsy fsel responsible for what
happénsn Painting makas Jack's inciination %o primitiw sawegary more
evident, After having finjshed peinting *he bagsn to dencs and hig
laughter became a bloodthirsty snarlinguﬂjo He even sesres the other
boys and wvith the spsll of his suthoritetive mesk ke forcas th: hoys
to go o hund with him,

The ritualistlic chent for dancivg vhich arouses shrong, brutal
emotion is awother step forwerd in the directlion of primitivism: FEKill
tke pig, Cut her throat, Spill her blood."?' The omly thing in thedr
mind is hunting and killing. f%kcy are 20 scoupied wlth hunting thai
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they forged thelr duby tovards the £ire. They leb 4he firs o out and
consequently miss a chencs %o be rescusd vwhen 2 shin pazsess by. After
his successfl hunting, Jach is not greeted by any eongratunlation but
by accusation of dsssriimg his Fire duty., Ewvervhody ig enrvaged al hims
svon Pigey, cut of "ths agony of his loss¥, criss ou’ et him: "You apd
your blood, Jack Merridswi You and your huniimg! e milgnt have gone

3

homa, # Jaglk 15 irritated because »o one appeasindizs his sucossg: sl
blame him. dgain there iz confiiel tetusen him ang Ralph:s |
“lack sficod up s¢ he said thds (e vany west,"), the bloody
knife in hia hawd, The twy boya Taced coch ovher, There vag
hrillient world of huniing, tactics, Ticyes axhilamiiicn,
micill, and thers was the world of longirz and befflsd common-
senge N33
Again Piggy is the terge’ of Jack'sz wego. He hurie Plggy and brecks
one side of the latier's glasses wen Piggy reminds him of kis duty,
Tei Jack apologizes because ewon bla unters are apset by the agonizing
truth aboui ths ship.,
Tha poverful wild fores cused by mysterious song and dance
is so strong that aven Ralph le row and then temphed to frenzied mednoss.
The boys imitats & plg huné In wbich Robsr: aahs ma ths pig. The boye
make & clrels and doncs around hiam %o the whyditm of the ritnalistit song,
But being ssized by soma frenzied exciicment they really st him and
ag they chant "Kil) himi Kill blwi® and "Il %he plg. Cut his throat!
Kill the pig! Besh him ini¢, Robswi struggles with reel penle, He

"aquealsd Lu mock Geyror, then in real pain.? fven Relpk hurty Roberd

T e L (Ll 1 e i i T £ L g e St 11 UL TETS <8 DRSS T ST S 1R 1L RPN L e 3o T T s




~

because noy "the desire ﬁo.sqpaaze ard turt was -::vﬁ«1'1-J‘szsl.e,-ﬂajt“ing,;ﬂj“!ar G
the end of the geme Robert svggests, “"You went e reel pig, becsuse
you've got to kill him." The mimic dencs meltes them desire & resl kill
thay thirst for real blood,

A1l the boys are horrifisd by the reslization of the swistencs
of Ghe Beagt¥. "Tfhe Beagth is in the forest where a boy sees "comethieg

3 pnd & 3ittle boy tells then

big and horrid moving in the trees,”
that "the beagt comes out of the seasﬂaﬁ and then the hzast on the
mountain which confronts the boys ag "something like s greai ape

sitting aslssp with its head betveen 1%s knees, Then the wind rcared

in the foresi; there s confusion in the darkness apd the creaiure
lifted its head, holding touward them ths ruln of & facao"j? Tha fear

of the beast shekes the stability of Rzlpn's rational society. Jack,
believing that irrational fear cenpst bs overcomd ond convinced not by
reason but by strength and courage, s the first one who "breaks the
social rules and lsija &nd Surns down Ralphfs authoriiy. He yoils at
Ralph in splte of the conch and the asssmbly, "And you shuv upi 'ho sre
you, any@ay? Sittlng thera telling pecple what to do. You can®t hant,

8. :
¥you cdnit ging e The rulesi™ Weiph shouts desperately at him,

"Youlre breeking the rulesi" But Jack retoirts, 'Who cares? Bollocks
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to the rulesi UYs're strong - we hunti If thers's 2 baast, we'll hunt
1% dounl Te'll close 1 and bset and beat end bsat uI“BB Jack thei
asks the assembly to choose a new lesdar since Ralph is incepabls of
doing anythlpg himself awcept giving out orders; he is ot a man of
action and therefore is a coward like Piggy. But the bors still 'exi
Raiph to bes their cilef.

Ashemed; frusirated end irvifated by his 72ilure. Jack
deliberately bresks away from the sssembly amd with 11 his hunters,
excepi Simon, k2 forms hls oim toibs over which he wislds full subhority,
“g!ll hunt. X'mn going to ha chicf.” he 4ells his hunters. They decide
that their only work should be huating and they sre mot going to bother
abkout the beast; they are going %o fowget 1t, ®ind absub the heest,
Yhen we kill wefll leave sgme of the Nill for it., Then it wor'l bother

4 . .
us, mu;rbea"+EII They kill a sow whils ehe is nvrsing her piglets. The
hunting scene is exciiing, bloodihirsty and tsrrifsing.

..o the sow staggered her way ahead of them; bleeding cond mad,
and hunbers folicwad, wedded to hey in Inst, exciied by the
leng chase and the droppad blocd ... MHere, struck dovn by
the heat, tha sow fell and the hunters hurled thamazlves at
ner, This dresdiul erupiion from an vnknown wrld made hew
Tranticy she goucaled and bucked and the alr wga Duil of sweak
and nolse aid blecd eng terror, ... The spear mowved forwsed
inch by inch and the iterrified squsaling becsms a kigh-

pitched sereawm. Then Jack found the throat and the hot bWlood
spouted o¥ar his handg, 41
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Jack, who on the {ormer occasloa besitated to kill the piglef, is now
the first ome to spill blood., Also Boger, whose arm is now lo% Joose
from any taboos, hurls a spear Into a piglei,

They give the sou's head to “ths Beast! as a gift, Yy
placate ths Beast because of f‘ear.42 The Iord of the Flias ig in Tach

P

fhe pig's head covered with "a black blob of flies that buszed Iile a
43

gau, ! Tts dim eyes apd cynical sxpresslon assure Simon, & sévange
quiet boy, delached from the others, and the only one to suspses toab

it is themselves they should fear, "that everyihing was a bad business,®
It mocks Simon and the whole human race, WFenoy tldnking the Beast was
gomething you could hunt ang killi”44 and tolis him that ewil iz pari

.of man. And lord of ths Mliss - Bzelzebub oy the Cevil himsalf is also

in them: ®You knew, didn't you? 1'm part of you? Close, close; closli

e —— —— T . (8 0 P i ) T L e U - —r ]

42
Their wvay of pleasing the Beast is wery slpllar to many tribeg!

cerancnial procedure after they kave munted and ktilled animaisz, The
Ostiaks, boing afraif of vengeancs by the dead snimal's soul or by Lis
kin, cub off{ the bear’s head, alisr having killed i1t, and hong it on e
tree around vhich they dence snd ilament, and with great yespect Gtell
the beast that 1t is killed by others, not by thamn who have naver dons
i$ wrong. Ard after colabratling their wictory they stuff the boaris
skin with hay and presents, with zrveat wenasratien, for the guardion god.
When 2 group of Horyek hawe killad a bear or a wolf, they dansz around
a man dressed in the dead snimal’s sliin telling it that they did uot
kill i% but other people did, Trc purpess of such czremonies is in
protect people {rom the siaip bear's end his kinfolk's revengs. in
Mmerican Indian tribs in Maprth dmeiica, alier having killed e bear,
address its head, bung on a pest, with great rewsrence saying That they
bave to kill it beczusze of famineg apd stazvation, Thus the boys ara
like savagss wio try to appeass the Bzast bscause of guperatitiouns
fsarp,

43
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I'm the reasoa why it's no go? ihy things srs what thsy ara?“i‘j
Thfnugh Beelzetub, Golding emphasizsa that avil, dalmpss axist Lo sli
mman heartc, Being afraid of "the Besgtf the boys are unconaciously
afraid of themselves = of tiheir own bheasiiaiity, The Lord of the Flies
also warns Simon-that he is Mot vanted® and must shay sparied Tron the
gom2 that is going to take plres on the ialend, 1% 4alls him rod to
interfare ﬁith thefzr fus or sise b2 shall "rs doune, "See? Jack amd
Roger and Maurics end Bobert and Bill and Piggy and Ralph, Lo you,
See?"z‘f’ Simon then falis waconscious, fesling that hs is being ruellioued
by the pig's wasi, dark mouth = thst he iz devoured by "4tha Beest,?

Tho plg's hsad 3s not only an offering to "the Beash®, it is
1lso the totem of their tribe. According to Freud, "the ¢lan ix
celobrating the ceremonial cceasion by the crugl slaughber ﬂf.iﬁﬁ o e
animal and iz devouring i%s rov blood, fissh sad bWones., The ciinsman
are there, drsssed in the likensas nf.thé toten ead lmitatiag 13 in
sound ond movement, as thougn ther sve gosking o giress their ldesuntiiy
1-11‘5',31.5:&.,4? The boys therafore unconscioussy idsntify themszslves with the
Beast — the Dsvil sines they zab its fiesh ai the feast in which Ralph,
Plggy and thelr boys pariicipeie, Tiey pazform & retualisiic sorg and
dznee imiteting the plg mot. Ons o the beoys is in the middls of the

dancing cirels acting the bsasti's pani. The song, “HILL %he bossil
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Cut his threatl Spill his “lood!" oul of which arises "another desico,
thick, urgent, bilnd, % the dance, the threstening vsather and the
mysterious darkness arouse the vlalent and hysterical atmoesphers to it
highest point ond rush them to commii a horrd fyiong murdsk.
Simon, aftar havlng recoversd from Lis 34, has discovered
that "the Beast" is in f2ct the desd body of = parschuiist. This is
the first appearcncs of the adult in their world, Golding seems to
suggest iromleally. that even an advit gannot halp them bacauss he is
dead, Ewen ths adwit dscays, hence canwi solve the fundamentsl probism
rooted in the werld since itg beginniag., Simon rushes down ths hill
to the party in order %o halp them ouvt of dirrational fear, Bui ths
btoys, in their hysterical madness kiil im, thershy symbolicaliy killing
their helper, thelr redeemsy, their hnowiedge. In the crisizs of thelr
agonizing chant; "iill the bsasti Cut his throak! Spill his bloodl
Lo him ini" they havwe done Simon 39 piacessjb
FThe sticks fell and the mouth of the nev circls cruweched and
serosmad. The beasy war on iis koeea in the esinter, 1i3 arms
folded over ita face. 1% wes crying out against the abominable
nolise something aboutr & body an the bill. The beasi sirugeled
forvard, broke the ring and fsll over the sieép sdge of ine
rgck to the sand by the water, AL oncs the crovd surged
afier iv, poured down the rock, leapi on o the beast, sereamed,

struek, bit, tore. Thers were no words, and no movements but
the tearing oftesth and clavg, 148

Like Chriat wvho was murderesd fn hils sfforts to briag mankind
salvation, Simon is cruelly killsd Gy tha med mob when be ellempbs to
same them from chaotic superatition. By duing =0 he hes cheilsuged ine

Baastfs taboo and iz punished. Ths comirasht batwesn the mucdarsrs and
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the dead body of Simon 1s obwious. Although the boys talke Simon as

the Beagt and k11l him9 they themselveg are describsd &g dirty, bloodlusifui

creatures whils Simon's body is whi%e and pure #nd besutiful:
"The waisr rose further snd dressed Simon’s soarse haty with
brightnsss, The line of his cheek silversd and the turn of
nis shoulder becaws sculpturad marbis, The sbtrangs sttendant
creaturas, with their filary eyes and trailing vapors, busied
themselves round his head. The body 1ifted a Iractioz of &an
inch from the sand ard & bubble of eir cssaped from the mouth
vith & vat plop. Then it turved gentiy in the watar,®

Simon iz a martyT who will never be appreclaicd or recogpized by his

fellous. Only maiure and the universe rscogmize his meriyrden and

accopt him with great tendernsss,
“Somevhers ovar the darksaed curve of tha“?nrid the sun and
moon wera pulling, and the film of weter on the sarth plunet
was neld, ulglrg alightly on one side vhile the =0lid cors
turned. The grest wave of shs tide moved fzibar along ihe
island and the water lifted. Sof%ly, surroundsd by = Tringe
of inquizitive bright creatures, itself a silver shepe beneath

the steadfasi consiellations, Simen’s dezd body moved ouk
tovard the open sea,i4®

The boys take Simom as “"the Beast®, bul thay‘ﬁhemsalvas Eyqc
the beast, This scone of Simonls death slso staves ths precaricus
condition of rationality, It tests rational and indellipent boys.

Bven Falph and Piggy ars alsc seized by irrational fenr and frenzisd
madness of the moment end participats in the erims. In sociely ome can
do what is forbldden for ap ipdiwidwa®, Both Ralph and Piggy iaztsr feel
~eshemed and txy to find excuses, Mzt so Jeck, who 1s now completely
gevoured by savagery. He forms his cwm aznevenles) tribe at the Castls

Rock. The othar boys ars reducad %o mers subjects. He is & mevciless
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tyrant who on actount of his cruol gavaguiy, con now spill oot only

apimals?® blood Mt alse mmeaw bleod. Simon's blocd, ingisad ¢ quanchking

his thirst, arcuses in him & greedy and thirsty desire foe moss humen

blood,
&
One by ona, the big boys g6 to joln Jock's tribs hewsisn of
both the exeiling, mysterious; demending spell and “sou., : .

Their spontonsous menifestation of an usccnscious process which La mersly
asgisted by the outer powerful primitive forcos ave witnesssé v Bsiph
and Piggy with norror, Ome night Shey coms o slesl Piggy's bheoten

spacs in their shelters. [Iow Ralph s robtmd of ils fire which ke hopes
will bring rescue, Withouit hls glessez Pigey is bllnd and therslord
uneble %o do anything, so he and Ra'ph and the Swin brothars, Sen and

Eric, go %o Jack's Gaztlo Rock. There Zam apd Evic are captured by

force despite their protest Yout of the heard of Ei?ilizatiﬁﬂ¢“)0 Plpey
pieads in vailn for bils glasses. “4nd this wneonwincing speech brings
atout his {ragic death; Foger, ibe sadist who is umakble o stand Piggy's
speach; pushes a large rock from %he oliff sdge abowe Plggy and Ralph:

"The mock siruck Piggy 2 rlancing blow fram chin 4z knas; the
conch expioded into e thouenud white Tragmsnie an! csased to
exish. Piggy, saying rothing, with no time for sven & grunt,
traveled through the alr sideway from the voek, turning ower
£5 he went, The rocl bounded 4vice and was lost in the
forest, Plggy fell foriy faeh and landed om his becok secross
that sausie red rock o the SCE. Hic hoad opensd snd stuff
cane oub and turnsd red. Plggy's srms and legs wwitebsd a
bit, Tike z pig's afizy if hﬂs bean killed, Theo the sea
breatbed sgain in & long, #low gigh, the ustsr boiled whife
gnd plik cvar the rogh: ard vheyr, i% verk, sncking back asein,
the body of Plggy wvas ﬁgm¢!51
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Pipeyts death and ths ruim sf the coneh aymboline the compleie control
of barbarism. Intelligence and cliwilization have gone from then. Jack
is quite reiisved bacauss he and his hunters arc now frse from Pigey's
inteliectual influence and the conch's sutherity,since his subjects,

despite his totallierlenism, are still submissive to the conch when

Pigey Wlows it, * They are also stirred by Piggy’ﬁ suggastion of chnlcos:

“hich 1s beiter - to have rules and agres, or Ho hunt and killaﬂﬁz

Suddenly, after Pigzy's death, Jack tarestens o kill Relph,
the only remaining retlonal person, laft to fighi alone egeinst the
vhole greup of savagss. He is %2 hs the lasht w.eldnm hunted Lilke a pig.
Caused by hunger and uearinéssﬁ the thought of Jjoining them comes iato
hie mind many times. “Hight 114 no% be possible tc walk boldiy into ths
fort, say - lim Qot pex, ' laugh lighily end =lesp emong the others?
Pretend they were still boys, acheolboys vho had said, "Sir, yes, Six
= and worn caps? Daylight might have answered yes; but darkoess and
the horrors of death said mo. Tying thera In the darlness, hs knew he
Wy en outﬂ&at¢"53 Apd he krows uell uhat they sre no louger simple
British schoolboys, How con he trust the boy vho once said Meive gob
to bave rules and obey them. Af%er sll, waire not savages, 'i'rs
English, and the English ars btest at averythimg, 2 we'we got to do
the right thingsﬁ“5¢ the boy who has now become the sivags himself ..
glmost mors brutel and bloodbhiraty than othsr primlilve sswegee?
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Jeck vould never compromise, o determimes et Muniing mest
end only with Reiph's deadh; they «"31 eithar pierss bim wvith =
sharpened stick, or voasi hinm like s pig, I their scavch for Nalph

they set fire to the island wvhich wis ones their Trsanure Island. Ralph

tries desperately o uze his Intel’lgovee and senzibility %o savwe

himsel . kesps telling himself, "think. Waat wes the sensihla
55
thing to do?? He is witimately razoousd, pot by iz own intelligence,

but by a namal officer wio has pavesived ths smoke, and stesrs his
cruiser, vhlch is well armedwisle gub machine gun, towards ths isiond.,
The obrupt spoesrames of an adult #rom Helwilization,™ svddenly brings
back Ralph®s authorify spd when thc offiecsr azks Mihsis bosz hessy’

Lo

8 anguers proudly and leucly, "L am. ® whorses Jach reivests ciistiy %o
nis cnildhood - %o a sfate of insignificanes. A% the end, Maiph veeps
for the snd of innocence, the Csiknzse of menls hoart, and the fall
.56 .

through the alr of the true wise filend calied Pigay,” The oawal,

officer who comss to roscue the boys in fact caunst reelly heip them,
for can he save himseif. The rescue ho gives o the children is 3 folze,
8 supecficial oma, He comes too lmis, vhen the hows'® condition is
teyond any help. His appearvanes can mavay vseipre tholy innosence,
Ralph weops boesuss of iy realizetion that thely inrocenc: iz rompleteziy
destroyad apd that in ita place eolla quisily evii, $he toizl dsrkmess,

ready for its chanes to teke contieel. Jeckis ratrest doss nob wmesn

the annlhilation of evil but i%s submission for the moment; tha expression

35 ’
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oen bls ovn end the little boys! facas indicates cunulng evil uhich ig

timeless and as old as the age of human rs¢o, .
p

It is obvious that the mowrsl of ‘lord of the Flies was cuite

clear in Golding's mind before he bessn writing the novel. He krsw
bafore he put p2n to peper whnet truth absub human pature he wented to
proclaim %0 his readers, In the senge thal the morsl stardpoial

-

precedes the actuml shkory, Lord of tis Flies is a fable, In the lagh

£

fou years, many critlcs hevs agpeed upon the hsipful dlstinetion in
novels between {ables and fletions, John Peters sxplains the distinction

85 follova:

"Fables are Bhoes narratlives vhich leave the Impressicn tlhub
thelyr purpose wms anterisv, soms Tmitiel thesis or coniscticn
vhich they ars apparznily concernad o smbody aad crpisss in

- concyreds terms. Fehles 2lways give the impression that thoy
wera precedsd by the copciusions vhich i+t is thelr Junction
o drav. ... The effagt of o fiction ia wvery diffsicni,

flere the euthor's aln, as it appesrs from vial ne has weltian,
iz svidentiy To pressnt & more or less faithful rsfisction of
tae complewities, and often of the lrrclevanciss, ol life
as i% is acstuclly supeidienced, ... Tio%ions makc only &
ldmited abtempt $o generselizs anc expiain the expsilznce with
vnich they deal, sincs Ulalr concera iz normally with She
uniquensss of inds ewperienca. Nabley starting From &
sieletal shetract, must [lesh out thai sbgiract wlih s
appearaness of Trsel iife! in order %o render it intaresting
and cogonh. ¥

Tt da very difficndt for s writsr to wwite a sucesssful and
convincihg fable since sometimes the writeris smxdely to mske clear hig
moral obtrudes snd intsrferes to such sn extens that the clory is limdted
and becomes unconvineing, And Golding does wnod avold this danger, In

tha scene in vhidi a ilitle bay crizs bacause of his fzor of the bmasi
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ani makes obher litile boys er with.him; Gouding soys, YFor now the
littieuns wers no longsr silsat. They vere reminded of thedr poarsonal
sorrows; and perhaps fali themselves to share in & sovrow that w=e
umivairsal, They bagan to ciy in sympath?.“fa He iz so obsesssd by the
idea of suggestiils the wnivsrsel tregedy of manlkind thﬁt he mekss fnogs
1ittle boys, eged six, responsible for vhatl is too much for thsm and 'ha
comment is uinconvlincing. it the end of the book vhers Ralph eo'om for
the end of lnnopeence and darkness of the hwman beavt; the languoge is
beautiful, the meening ig noble and-cosmic, bud it is too deep and 4no
exagperated for a twelve=year old boy.

Golding's dozire to prsach %o the reader is oo greas %o
present only the experience. Mis was of symbolism ls so svwidsnt Hhat
8ll bis characisrs are reducsd from complotiely convincing Lumsa budngs
and in some cases beeons over-simplified representations. Oonszquantly
his characterisation turag out to e the wealkest part of the book,
despite the fach that the dialogus is authentic,

In his snxiety o ersa’s characters vhich w3l forgofvwlly
311lminate his peint of wlew, le i2lls into the twvep of creeilng chavactors
wnich are pot slways convincing oe human beings: thay zre too sibreme
perhapsy too avil, oo much like Little Hitlers to be wus, rot neayly
so convineing as the childrarn of lomghzs! "4 High YWind in Jeamsica which

wiil be discussed in o follovins chapisw, %hus Laed of the Fiizs awso

becomes a kind of allsgory - s moderr allsgory in wbhich goed is called
Relph instoad of Cood zpd ovil is ealled Jocikiocisad of Evil. The maln

a8
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praﬁaéonists ara all symbols ef warious gqualities ef humain patwzg  eaen
stands for a single quality.

Ralph is the symbol of common-senss and rationality wio ﬁiﬁz
the voles because of his supsrior personality and vho tries hiz besi
to keep society in order by imitating adulté9 and by ruleg; in arder
to bring rescue. The fire that brings them rescue at the end is firsi

e

hui;t by him. FPipgy is the symbel of intelligence, knowledge cic
eivilization who aéts and thinks the way he thinks en adult should.
He ic the model of the adult world who considers the other childrca
"a growd of kids" or "e peck of kids,® Uhen the boys first build the
fire and theaburn the forsst he sa2ys te them, "bub the flrst time Ralph
says ‘fire’ you goes howling and scresming up here mountein; like =
pack of kidsi"59 Eyep Ralph is not avare of the damage the fSre might
cauge, Uniy Plggy knows what will heppen; they w3l hawe to eat cooksd
fruits and roast pork if the whole forsst is burnt, 4Although hs s
irtelMgent, Piggy-ls 5 most avkwsrd and funny bey vhp dsliberaisly
throws avay ths grammstiesl Tules vhea he spesks and who i3 inespable
of physical labaur or sxercise.. He is fet ond asthieiiz:;, sbort-
giphted and is the cniy bey whoss hair never sseme %o grow. Thess
things indicafgkhis physical abioormality, +4nd on suehd an island only
brain ic not emough; he tharsfors becomas insufficlent. A Eny dike
Pigpy ia well fltted only‘irzéﬁﬁdjized and irtellsctual vordd, Being
eagh avay from this kiad of . wexdd Plggy is noeipless and can ks

easily destroyed.
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Jeek 1s the symbol of ewll whose matwre will revesl iiself in
its extreme 25 soon as it can find a chanes; Jack alse stands for
totalitarianism which desiroys all sensibility and ratlomalily, Mong
with Jack is Roger, the symbol of zadism, vhe is referzed to as
funcommunicative by natureﬂ“au He lowas to torturs, to dsstroy and to
kill, Uhile Ralph ard Piggy carsfuvlly preserve ths conch, Jack and
Foger seek to destroy it and even its possossors. Only the destruction
of Figgy and the conch mekes Jack sod Ropsr feel ihat thay ars compleualy .
released from the pull of civilization amd inielligsence.

The least Zatisfactory character of all is Simon, the vistonary,
the saint. UYith this character Golding foung 1% foo diffleul’ vo
ragist the fable wrlter's temptation to spesk diraclly through ihe
mouth of his creation, %o preach in the rosder, OSlmen 1s a saint who
is sacrificsd for manis salvation. Only Simon knows what the Beast ls,
Yhen others say that there is ro bsesv on ihe islend he saye, "ag 1T,

51

the beastis, or the srake thing wzs rssl. Domember?™  or "ayhiz [ he

says, "may:e there is s beast ... what I mean is .,, may be it's orly

62

US ... WM& could be sort of ...% He Ynows, lorg before ha meuis ths

Lord of the Flies, that evil fs lahesent i man, men iz the boass
. 5
himself, MHe is the only boy vho asys, *1 don*i beliews in ihe bsost, 2

and can go aleons io stay in his diding placd on the meuntad™ vhere he
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confronts, belore hiz approeching dsathg’tha lord of the Flies, Here
we view the too cﬁntrivsd apd explicit sce® whert there ig a dialogue
betwsen Simon and the Lord of the Flies win gives & sermon %o Simon
telling him directly, with cymicel expression on its grinping faca,
that he is a2 part of man; he i3 1 man and that is why *t's no so.t
Thiz is unconvinelng: Golding had interrupted his story in & very
crude way in order o make an obvlous poini,

Yet Golding's treatment of Simen's body, belng washed ous to
528, 1s successful and impressiva, His body, despite its fatal wounds
that cause his tarrible deati, 1s described as a2 priceless, imortal
plece of art; a "seulptured.marblap" wgalthlily decorated with gilwer
and pearls, His body is gently carried eway by water lmio the opsn
sea, like a child, after havlng bsen lost for éomatimai veisg bioughth
safely back to his motheris warm breash, This is very offective
dramatization of the fEéliﬂg that Simon's sacrifice has wet been in

vain. Tt is at lessy recognizad by naturs .,

Apart from this rether ungeiisfactory use of gymbolism in the
characterisation, the rest of the symbolisw is effective, Figzy's
specs, the conch, the fir: and the dsad perachutist are sll convineing
ag symbols becausa.they ape convingine as inlngs. Ye 2ve nover in any
doubt as to their éctuality in the story. Pilggy's glasssg are so real
they are almost a paft of him; the conch is aolaceurately ceseribad angd
s¢ constantly hendled that 1%ty objsctivity ls o fach; the fire ig eo
necassary for rescue and Reiph's ple%? %o the others W0 hesp i1t soing
so urgent, that us find no difficulty in balieving i%; Sjmnﬁ actuaily

irees the parachutist®s body from the harpess in which %% Is strapped,




There is an wmlstekable suthentlcity about all these thinrgs, Gol.ding
pregents them as well as any paturaiistic rovelisy, Having dene i,
he has no difficulty in persuading the resder to acesph then as svirbols,
T% is trua.that in soms respacis, the characters ws h&%ﬁ alpeedy
diseuszed, are genmninely resl (Plggy complaiely so), pavtlemlaiy in
their manner cof speaking; but in other respects, they sre dlziineily
unreal. It is this unevenness of treatwsnt that destroys the toui
effect,

The pig®s heed would have teen the most sucesseful symbol 1%
only Golding had not forcad 1% to prsach, The head is the symbol of
the decay, of the precarlous and fregile nature of eivilization. Ierd
of the Fliss is & translatlion of the Habrew Ba'faizevuv (Beslssbub in
Greek) which is the name of %he Divll whose pame suggesha thgt e is
devoted to dscay, destructiﬁng dgeroralization, hysteria and panicé“ﬁ4
Golding does hils beat to dramatize ithe inscrutabls dackmesz of ths
human heart. The boye im the ook are nwt boys ad all but amsll-gized
adulis. They returm to their childheod state only at the cppearance
of the mawval officser vhose ciniser, wlth avmement, is chasing enemles
in order to kill, Colding himssil{ poses the question, "ind vho will
rescue the adult and his cruwiser?’ since what the boys have dons is s
parallsl %o the adult’s geme of iilling, Golding scems %o sugeeast the
parpetuaqhnivarsal damnation of manldnd.

Golding is a religions man vio tekes a serious waw of life,

His heart aches vhen he witnecees the deprevity end the dswovalizaiion
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of man under the superficlalliy of civilization, Hs feels responsibis
for manxind and his concera for them urgss kin to warn them, te teach

them, He is too zerious to accept that the morel of. The Coral Igland

is true, He considers "The Coral Island as a show - as & childrenls

geme and denles its moral, claimlng that it 1s "unrealistic and thezefors
mot truly moral.” It might be sald of :lord cf fle Files that since

the story iz foo moralistic, 1% tharefore bacomes unconvinging.
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