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especiaily witil the aroslea of evil, decordizg 4o Diw nen is free
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LINTRODUGTION

L think of myself, says Yi)liam Goiding." &z a roligious
man." This statement becomes clear after ons has read his noveisn, &L
theméa in his novels deal vith the expiession of weliglous idess whlch
have seldom boan axplored before by obher Dnelish movellsts, Bia
themes, therefore, ars cailed un-Fnglish® Ffor Ghe Inglish rovslh bas
not been, ¥raditlonalily, a medium fer the cxprassion of weligiovs idsas:
its strength bas beep rather in its rearssenisftion of secisty. The
English, it hos bsen seid, are sfwaid of metaphysics, and this isg novhovs
clearer than in their fictlon: they have theiy Fislding apd their
Tickens, but they have no Dostoewek:, no Meivills, wo Harm, po GﬂmﬂSDHE
Like thege writers, Golding ia nct concermed with sacloly or wiii uhe
prasent, but wlth the bagic problems of monkind, problems which ara
relevant to amy pericd of time, pest; pressnt or, ciz feels, Mukvie,
According to him all prohlems ard 211 Qdilemmes which men suffers do not
come from society, polities or sny cuiay envirorment of the moment; in
fact they arise from the innsr Nundsmental maturs of man - of the whole
mman race, &t an interview, when =sked whether a writsr shoulsd deal
with the political and socisl problsms of his time, he anguersd:

"I em very gerious. I bsiisve that man suffers from an sppaliing

ignorence of his ovm netura, I produce my owa maw, ir the

belief that it may be somsthing like the twuth. I em fuliy
engaged to the humsn dilszgms but ses it a3 far more fuadamental



than a complex of %axss and aatrunnmfu“z

The word “religioush does ﬁot mean that Golding belowms o any
particular religlon, nor that he subscribes %o any set of doctrines, bub
that his novels are concerned with the disturbing presenca of 2w.l in
mankind, a presence which all religions have congistently tried uo
explain and keep to the forefront of mant's consciousness,

Christianity explains evil's existense in terms of the Fall
of man; man was oricinally good ang innocent, but as a resuli of
exerciging his gift of free will, hs chose evil) and fell from grace, this
1s presented in the 0ld Testament myth, the story of .Adam and Bws - the
parents of the human race, "ithin six days God crestsd Heaven and Farth
and all earthly things and living ceeatures. "ird he Lerd God formed
mén of the slime of the earth, ard hiscihed into hiz face the hreath
of 1ife; ard man becams a 1iving saulnﬂj Ther god crsated a woman,
Eve, of one of idam’s ribs, God pui man in the earibly paradise vhere
he could eat any kinds of fruits or hewb ercept the fruil of the
tree of knouléége of good and evil, The serpent tempted Eve to ezt a
frult of that forbidden tree by saying, "For Cod doGh know that in vaat
day soever you shall ezt thareof, your syes shall be opened: and you

A

shall be as Gods, knowing good and avil,"™ Zve then ate the fruit and

offered 1% o Adam vho aise tasted it. Suddenly, having lost thoixr

2
William Golding; Semuel Hyres, Milliam Goldins {Mew Tork &

London: Columbia University Pross, 1964}, p. 3.

3
The Holy Bible, Douay Version (London and Bzccles: William
Clowes and Sens, Ltd, 1950), Genesis 2:7,

4

Ihid., Cenesis 3:5.
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1innncanceg they.percievsd that they wers nokmd end coversd themoaives
vith leaves and hid themsaelves, Ged baplshed them from Povedise sind
condemned them to 4ol for their liwing, Their crime ipfectsd Ghe

whole hman raco. Their desiloy wvas $o bs elermal demnation, from which
only & redeemer could sava them,

Golding uses the ldee of man falien {rom grace, of man in &
gtate of originael #in - ead in Fhis senge, ne 1s very close to Cariatiamity,
Yt his dominsat theme is that evil, irisazpsciiva of 1lts origlng, is
part of man's nature, "The fundamanial sln according %o the Bible is
pride, egocentriclty, self-deificativn, apmd the insistemce that sach of
ng is thé final erbiter of wnat is gooo for him..,“5 So Adan apnd Eve
guccumbed to thelr ovm prids amd self-daificatlon. The sarpemt is tne
gymbol of evil thzt is i man .- iz a par® of man nlmself, Adsm and
Fve are just protoiypas of all hmen beings; they awxs allegerlesl

characters who dramatize "the steimsl human sltuation.® Ths origlnal

" oln 1s caused by their first crims, =nd iz passed on as & herliege %o

all fuiure genarations, Goldlng's morzl purposs 1s to make men svare
that evil exlsgts, not in socizl ecirumstances or emviyomment, bub in
man thamselves.

In his rirst vovel Lord of ths Fies {1954), "ihe theme is

sn attempt to 4racs the dofschs of soclety bacx to the dafacts of man

naturs,” The theme of his secowd nowe’ The Inheritors (1955) is the
s W. Burnet Besston, Jr., Basic Ghrisiian Belisf (Philadslphis:
The Yeeminster Press, 1957): pp. 8% 21,
{1)1iam Golding, "Iotss on Yord of the Fliea," Lord of ihe Flies

(Mew York: G.P. Puimam®s Sons, 1959), p. 189,



daplacement of Feanderthal man bjr lomy sogdens in which there g a

conilict between civilizetion and primdtiviamn. in Plocher Martin
{1956) he vorks on the 'hh.tmss of the inddvidual siruggle for survival
and salvation and the meaping of death. -Free Fall' {(1959) ia about
guilt snd responsibility and free will. He dremebizes tha thsow of
strong vision and faith cormipted by svll In his latest nowel, - The Spirs:
(1960}, I, spits of their differencss in emphasis and settlng, it is
cbvious that all of his movels are verictlons of the pame fundamantal
ides - that svil is prademinent in man's nature,

It is a0t possible to classify Golding, or to assign hin to
any particular group or litsmry trend. He is the axcepiion rather than
the rule, This is whai b6 wenbs. 71t ssems %o ma that thers's reaily
vory littls point in wwliing a nowel unless you do samsthing thal sither
- you suapucled you couldn®t do, or which you are pretly certain nobocy
elss-has tried before.,“r? This is perhaps one reason why he bas atiracied
such a large readership in the lest few years,

tln &ll my books,™ asid Golding, "I have suggesied a sheps in
the universe that may, as 14 veve;, account for things.® Tnai shape he
uses a5 the fictlonal form in wvhich he puis "umupvelly tight,
conceplualized; analogical expressions of momel idaas.,“a Thus his books
are called fahles. In this respsct he can be compared with Gsorge

Orwell, whio in hls “1984  end -Animel Farm' uvsss the fahls s [lctlonal
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form., Orvell’s ‘1984 achiewved Sworlduwide fame es aa ewful wepnlng of

- a possible totaliterian futur&o“g Hiz purpess La to polnt oub the
dangers in the possible spreading of & dangorovs gifvailon which ke has
cbserved developlvg im Russle, America end above =1l i+ England. =£gg§
of the Flieg 1z im fact closer to ~“Apimal Ferm' . Orwellfs finest fahle,
& timaless allegory of totelitariap govepiment, Thess two fabulisks
uss the nowvel %c¢ expound the embedimont of & moval prineipls which %hey
have worked out beioreband.

As fap ss Coldipg's themes exé concernsd, he can anly ba
compared to isclated Emglizh :mdters: two such wrlters are Jogeph
Conred and Grahsm Greenme., Like Uolding, Gonrad alec has a wision of
avll as a fundaparial alsment in hvmen naturs. In his - Heapd of
Dagknens- Merlow, the narrvator; makes & journey %o ths Conge intc the
heart of Africa. This journey symbolimzes the jourwsy into the daiknass
of the human hear%. The story 1s ebout & powerful, intelligant Britdsh
man, Mr, Hurtz, vho is assigned tc take charge cf srn isgolatsd nativa
trading pest in the lvory country, =nd a stsamer capicin who is draun
%o meet Kortz by hds wenderlust. Marlew has viswsd Huris s detericration
of morels and his raversicn to savegery, 'Wwlly desvoursd by the forecss
of primitive dsrkness; he does not went %o lcave that place vhen his
countrymen come %o get him. Sines darisss 1z in hls soul, and o take
Wm awvay lrom the davk Congo is %tc separaic nfia tody fron kis soul,
without vwhich on# camnot liwe, he diea pa ois journey oul of the heawtd

ST g ] S R TR o o L e T R L LD | REE T FEaC R Al ettt e 1 TR AE PR IR TR EP DA CIOELWE P Y TR

9
Walter Allen, Ths lpdexn MWnvel {F¥ew York: E.P. Dutton & Co.,
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of darkest Africa, Similarly, in Goldingis “lopd of the Flies", the

bﬂjrs are terrifisd by the "Beasi® the darkmoss, which iz in themselves.

In ths novels of Grabam Groens, ths idea of good and owll is
more important then that of right or wrong, Acccrdiog %o him, & man
may observs all the rules of socizl conduct; be msy cbsy the commandinerris
of the Chureh to the letter, but stiil be evll, He is lilw Galding in
the sense that in his books the ouler wolenes reflectz the violenss
inside the characters. He uses the niewpcrery soliting ss the slsment
tc expross what seems o him {be #ruth sbout mants fate, A mn?eﬁ to
Roman Catholiclsm, %ks bas been obssssed with the plight of follem wen,
with the split im men¥s mind, the lnaidfous atfrection of evil, the
insidious attraction of goodoﬁw

Many possible ressons can bo tracsd in order %o find out why
Golding is awere of eviliso muchk more extengively than his contemporaries,
excopt Greenms, vhoss swmrsnsss gbews pardly from his conversion to
Repman Catholiclem. Golding acespis that bis pain idterary influsnce
was Greek tragedy. Tbs Greek plays wers oviginally. religions;all
concerned with the conflich belwesy good end swil, 1% can ezslly be
sean how these‘relligiouns?® plays sre sourcos of Golding'a work,

-Loxd af the Fileg' , which is the story of the development of
civilization in reverse;, wiih ¢ivilizad man poing backwerd fe ths
primitive wny of living, is the paralisl of the history nf’ giroatlon of
man‘s civilization. HRelphts fire for rescus snd security is in fach
the fire glolen by Prcmethsus frow Olympus for menkind, Witk Promstheuns?

glo
Abid., p. 203,




Tlre; man gets civillzetion and all Rnoulsdga sx becemos suparicr 4o
otber anlmals, Ls beccmes proud and intelligent, T% is pride ard
intelligence that witimately bring dastmc';icn to men, HRalphis flee ia
the symbol of civilizstion and intelligence, Yat slthough this flie
brings rescue at he end 1% 13 in fact the fira of destruction, the Plvs
which foress Raiph frem hls hiding place,

‘Pincher Martin 1s an allsgory of mants stiuggls for survwivel

snd salvation in which Golding uses meny classlcel allusions in ordaer

to symbolize the strugglé - of the whole human rece since lis begivning

until now. Hers Pincher iartin, vashsd up alome on & barronm wock T=. % s .1 07

the Pacific Ocean, compares himself with Atlas, Promethaus and Ajex,

He carries the werldly burden of ﬁtléap hs hasg the darlng of Pramsthsusg,
and ko suffers the fate of Ajex. A% last, he iz weprosentative of the
discardsd varrior whoss rscompenss fs pain, dissipation, and the
m:mul.atiw.re torment man has cavgsd himzelf. Ws g Prometheuns, sivecs with
his attempt %o sawe the human racs ha ig punished by being left zlona
gtrugeling on this indiffsrent isclated rock, Hs is gradually beaten
‘dovm until he becomss 1ike Alex, an oubteast, vno wes seized by dslirium
and commitizd many shemeful. erimes, Wariian's failure seems %o prophesy
marlting ¥s parpstual damnetion,

Hth “free Palli Golding obwiously traces the Gresk idea of
fate = that no mattsr how hard men “ries, he can never escape frem his
own fa%e. A% the heglnning, Ssmuel Vountjoy contempl.ates how and when
he¢ hag lost his freedom. Hers he fs already doomad bofore the bagianing
of the story like Oedipus who was deomed to k111 his father end mATIY

hls mother even before he wms born. Sefmusl has already fallen, Thore

o



is no question of his belng foce sid heppr. He is & mardksd man. Hs
clains that omee he bad free wiil %o weke his own cholezs, Sines 1%

is his own choico, i he falls, 1% ig a fvez fall, The probled iz, has
man reelly fres willl? Cedipus is sccused of making e frsa chofce that
causes the fatal flaw. Hs can cheoss 4o meriy Joossta, the gqueen of
Thebes,or not to marry her. Yet he chooses to marky her in spide of lmw
oid age. Snd from hls own choics hs has mads 2 winful ezpor that
insvitably leads him to catestvophs. Yet how can cne Weme Iim since
he hes done it In innocsnce? Iy fact whoo he hoars the oronlo, he rans
avay fram his country in order %G esceps from Ils oun fate Wb is
rushed to it by thai zscaps.

Ampther inspiration fow Golding, &b lssat in “Lord of the Flies
is hls former capser as & schociisstor, Minedzsn ysars of tesching is
long emough to eneble him fc obzswyrs childwen 2t ¢lose guertorz,
Children's conduct, maks-up, soaes tc be a gtyriling admixiure of good
and bad; they are lass seli-conmaclous apd guavdsd tham edulie, ‘hekhsr
his judgement wes right or wwong, Coldipz probably 1o%icst wery sigos,
as & schoolmaster; of mmerliiyis lnherent avil, but this paz? of his
experisncs pust also have influsncad his general outlook, Tims Is vhy
in Iexd pf She Flise . he chollsngsg ths optiniss of Bellambyne =
"The Lqral Jsiand.

During the Second Would Yar Golding =arved sz & pavwal of fcar
for fiwe years. Hls sxperisncs "i the vor must e partly vesponsibie
for hls passimism towsrds menting, His dlegusi toverds wor wag axprogsed
in bpls motes on Lprd of She Filsw - "Bafore %ho war, most Muropasns

beliaved that man could be parfected by perfecting his socisty. Ye ail



sav a hell of & lot in the war that can™ be accounted for except op

the basis of original evil" Boeides the Sseond World Har, the general

climate of the age - the cold wax, ihe maanfacture of weapons of masg

destruction may help o sxpiain hlg avaremsss of the evil natura of mep.
The purpose ¢f this thesls is %o trscs the daﬁin&mtg contreliing

themes through each mowal, - %o sxowivs in deball Golding is technique

of dramatizing the $hemes, b to discuss bis worx In relation o goma

of hls literary jnfluences,
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