SHAPY R TV
THE INMFORTAKCE OF Thi IunER-SbBLE

What shall it profit a2 m2n to gain the whole

world if he loses his sould
The Bible

What can it profit 2 ﬁan to gain the whole

world and como to bls property with A gastric

ulzer, a blown prostate, and bifocals? 138

John Steinoeck

Jorn Steinbeck is criticized by some 3s boing incongis-
tont but there is 4 consistcncy in the works navartheless.
What is consistent is impliwd in the above quotation. he
agrees with the euctation from the Sible that the scuwl is the
most precisus part of man but it is uscless 1f wan igneres it
in ordocr to ghin material comfort and worldly success.
Steinbeck sces tho modern world as a conllict between scloncs
and nature or betwoen man and Gad.  In his writings, there is
no admiration far the destruction of nature or for those who
live cnly in 2 world of esld facts, rejecting the world of the
spirit, love and compzssilon.

Steinbeck ocuestizcns the vizlue of scicnbtific progress Lo
the Adegreae that spiritunl valucs are destroysd and the essence
of man's humanity is rostricted or lostu. He doses not critilcizo
the times but looks with great unhippiness at our Tendency to

valuc the product more than the man. In The Grapes of Wrath,

138John 3teinbeck, Canncry Row (Lendon: FPenguin bBooka,
Ltd., 1967}, p.99. .
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Stecinbeek cavtions of the Jdenger of over-emphisis on sclentific
progress to the detriment of thne worth of the individuzl, ne
deseribies the loveliness of the spring in California when
fruits are ripe and fl-wers Dloom.

£

Behind the fruitfulness 2re men of under-

standing and knowledgze 2nd skill, men who

experimant with the scod, cndlessly devel-

oping the technioues fzr groator crops of

nlants whose roots Will resiast the millieon

enzmies of the eorth ... Those man ore

Zreat men ... Men arg proud, for taelir

knewlerdge they can make the year heavy. 139

They transform the world with their knowledge.

But fruitfulness is usacless becnuse it does net help
those who stapve. The owncrs let the [ruits decay to keep the
price up. The ccncern for profit limius mon from using
scientific progress for the benefit of their foellow men.  Viun
who have croentoed new {ruits in the world ennnct creatae a system

alblome o dinger that

whereby their fruits may be caten.
Steinback agses is that the ovor ooph2sis on science and its
production makes =man more concerned for vthings than for
‘spiritual valucs such As sympsthy and understanding which
affzet man's relationships with kis fellow man and roduce the
gurlity of human cxisteonce. “Scisnce his misled us,,-'1 writes

Op. Henri Baruk, chief of modiecine at the Msison matlonale de

139John Stwinbeck, The Groapzs of wrath  (Low York: Tho
Viking Fress, 1968}, p.t74.

WO1y:ia | 5476,
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e .. k]
Churcnton, “into rogording the moral problims %s uscloss.” e

Az plready suoted Steinbeck shows 1n bils novels the great
intorest [or suceess and siight concern Lor ths: means to it.

The temptation of miterisl success 1o The Winter of Jup

Digcontent indicates that he agress with what Dr.daruk says.

Steinbeck obvicusly sces stience as the proper scrvant
of man and guestions the cunlity of “progress™if it docs not
Aevelor man's relationships with his fellow man. He questions

the advancement of science 2g2in in Sea of Cornez through tne

Indisan he meets in the Gulf. 2ls it advancing, and toward

what? Or is it mcrely bucorming complicﬁtad?“lhz

It would be intoresting to try to explain teo
ong of these Indinns cur tremendous projects,
our dpives ... the clutter of possossions
which cnslave whole populstion with debt, the
worry #nd neuronsis that go into tho roiring
and educating of novrotie childrern who Find
no plic: Tor thomselves in this complicrted
world ... It i ocuitc wossible that to an
ignorant Indizn these might not be cvidonco
¢f » great civilisntion, but pather ol incone-
¢eivable nonscnso. 143

Steinbaclk is tog realistle to cond: mn noderniznatiaon nr
to think thet it con ba 2voidsd or to insist that to live
simply is neceasarily good.

Tt is not implic? that this fishing Indian
lives a perfect or evoen a very good life,

Lle.u1 Tournier, “he Wnole Fuerson in a Uroken World
(London: Collins, 1965), p.79.

] 425 ohn Steinbeck, The Lo% frowm the Ses of vortes
(London: Fan Socks, Ltd., 1969), p.260.

314314, , p.259.
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A toothache may be £o him a terrikble thing,

anct 3 ztomacli-ache may kill his.  Gften he

is hungry, but he does not kill himscl{ over

things which de not ¢losely corncorn him. 144

Morcover, the uss of science in the wreng wiy can destroy
nature. kature is the thing that Steinbueck loves most because
he feels there is 2 holy elemzot in it.  For him nature is
God. It is in rature that mon and God ore joincd. Stcinbunk’ s
lave for nature is sezn in every book he writes. HEudisagruEE

with the destruetisn of nature for seicrntific purposcs. This

Aarxiety is shown in Aamerics and americarnis:

-« DU Tivers Lre polgsonsd oy reckloss dumping
of sewage ~nd toxic industirinl w-ostcs, cthe air
of our cities is filthy sand Zangerous to breathe
»e» We havo destroysl the natural balances our
survival roquircs, 311 thoese ovilas can oand must
be overcome if ~meorica and wnericans arc te
survive. 145

n

What sooms to worry Steinbeck iz that scisnce is in som..
ways onpased to man's innar nature. Althsﬁgh sCicnee contini...’
to gprogress, o contreir maony asplcis of natures, Lt can never
raplice nor bo 2 substitute for nature. Lecicntific pragress
g brought guch 2 rapid chonge thit niny people cannct keep
Up with 1t. The world scoms te move too fast Tor the averags
individual to understand znd adjust.  Almost every Tield of

knowledge has cntirely changed in the past fifvy years. ¥hat

1thwc.ci_.

1L5John Steinbeck, dAmcrica and Americans {New Yark:
Bantam Books, Inc., 1968}, z.144.
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nne Knew ton yoors ago is mostly oot of daee, By asture, man
does not like papid change. a4 preference for things as they
ars is A part of his nature. This does nct mean thit man doss
not, like changes of any kind. He wants prhgress but 2t the
simz timne he wanlts Lo unﬁtrstﬁnd whers he [its in. In oprder
te adapt to 2khange man must understand the new environmont and
the nature of the chanpe, from what to what., Whdn change is
teo rapid, it is difficualt for man to adjust. nyrthe tjmﬁ e
understands, what he understands is out of d=otc and he must
start tc undcrstand othoer new bhings in order to adapt agrin.
Man's min? cannot ko 2ccalerated os sciance.cnﬁ nor is the
aquality of 1life messured on o spéedometer.

‘ian himself through the centuriss has not chanped groantle
while the world sarcund hin haos changed much and he must
continue to live in this rapidly cvelving environment withoot

really coming o Loervs with it. This iz very diifforent from a
e h

centbury ago when changoag took plzee praduslly.  Thoro was Line
te Rgsimil?tc, bo understand and adjust.  Steinbeck wicws tho
twentiasth century =z oz time thit has constantly 2nd increzsingly
challenged mente ability to adjusl. e have things and we

hzvg not had time to dovelop a2 way of thinking 2bout them. ..

We hzve had a million yoars to get uscd to the idea of fire and
only bwonty to prapor. ours:slves for thoe preductive-destruictive

i e e 4 LLH
tidal wave af storic fission.

Mebrpid. . p.174.
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A viorld of dmporsonrl ralztionships is oppozed to min's
naturc. Han prefers 2 world of person2l relationships which
provicdes the warnth and friendIinEsﬁ, the scveurity which
satisfy the basic nead of love 2nd affection. Seisnce erezsas
an impersonal world, a world of thinge in whiah man [eels
isolated. Tf science scrves man it 2lso dominates his daily
life., Ernest Horton asays:

... We're suppossd to bo ow mechanic peopieg.

Everybody drives = car and he has nn icobox

and 4 radio ... but lect a little dirt get in

the caburetsr and - well, a ¢ar has to stood

Ehare until a mechanie comes and takes out

the screen.  Let o light go off, and an

electricinr has to coms ~nd put in a new Fuse.

Let an elavator stop, and there is A panic. 147

Man is not 2 machinc, but scicnce is a2 world of machines
anrd tends to force mun te live like one. ian nouds relaxation

as wgll as stimulntion but constant chinge hardly lets hin

rolrx. Im Sea of vortos, Stuinbsck suggests that we Ao not

toke time to relax and contemnlatoe.

Unly in laziness can one achicve 2 state of
contenplation which is A baliancing of values,

a weighing of oneselfl =grinst the world and

the world agzinet itsclf. & Lusy man cinnet
find time for such b-lrmcing. e do not think

2 lazy man can coamit aurdors, nor greoat thefts,
ner lem! a molk, He would be mere likely to
think =heout 1t =2nd laough ... wors =2re activitiss
of busy-ncss. 148

'lh?dehn Steinbock, The Ysyward bus  (London: Jorgi Herie
Ltd,, 1966}, ».187.

lhsJuhn atolnbock, The Log from the Sen of Uartes

{London: #an Books, Lo~ [ 196097, p.237.
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Stoinbaek is awarc that o tho nicicen conlitisn, it is
not ezey Lo Tind time to contamplats 2nd bo be noar natorc,
Tie hove not hed time to le~rn ingide ourselvss the things

that have happened to us.ﬁlh? Jim in in Jubicus esattle is so

.

ccoupled with his goal that he forgets cther aspects of 1ifs.
In the end, Jim seems to recugnize this and he soys to dac:

I never hod time te look ab things, lkac, ncover.

I never locked how leaves come out. 1 never

iooked ot the ways things happen. Thiz meorning

therc was 2 whole line of ants on the [loor of

the tents., I couldn't watch them. I was thinking

about something ¢lse. Sometime Z'd liks to sit

All day aud leook +t buge, z2nd never think of

anything =lse ... just once in & while you gou

that leeling., 1 never lcook at anything. I never

take time to see anylLhing. It's geing to bs over,

and T won't know even how an Aapple grows. 150

Another 2svoect of sciencs wnich opposcs man's basic
nature 1s its objretiveness. Ik refuscos what cannot be vraved
by renson. The fin2l prool of sclivnce dopends on whot can Do
ceen and tasted. It can be messured on 4 yHErdstick.  Dut o
man iz not like that, he cannob Lo entircly objective but has
feclings and hum«n needs which cannat be sutisfied by ovjectivsa
tusting. These abstract things such 2s lave, justicae, goednuss,

2 gense of Pulfillmeat 2»e not susceptible to solentific

argument. It is very difficult to prove why love is bebkfer thon

143,

vohn Steinbeck, Amories and Americang  (Bew Yorx:
Bantam Books, Inc., 196&), 0.175.

5Usonn Steinbeck, In Dubigus Battle {(hew Tsrk: Banuam
Booke, Inc., 1966}, pp.239-240,
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Eatred, why ~ tunch nF.Fluwurs ig more booutiful than a bunehn
of iron keys., These sare aquestions which asssume an 2rea of man
boyond the resch of =scientific methosd ~nd thﬂﬁ is the arca.ﬂf
special interest to Jobhn Sceinbeck. suon is bath facts and
imaginqtion. lie: wants nourishaocnt {or toth but science relates
cnly to facts, not to imagination.

The over emphasis on material things or scicntific produsts
makiee msn Forget the important thing which i1s his vory esschoo -
the =oul.

we have forgotten somzihing in our study of man

Auring the courss of theso last conturies; that

we hive closzd our wyos to thak whieh is specially

hun=p in =on; that which soms called spirlt, o0 00

others the henrt, still others love or morn

consclcusnees, ., L51

dan Ly ntture noeds something more thhin food, cloathing
and shelter. Hoe has n osgpirit, o loeger zulf thit snould not
be: denicd. According to Steinbock modorn man tends to use
scizncs zs the answer to evarything., hHe ig reluctant to acoept
anythirg thnt scilence chnnot prove, What bhe soul needs are
intangibles such As the idct of pood, bewuty and justice. &

Ll oyCnL

o

soclety bent upen Accuisition cf things and ctheir &rn
may cverlook individesl necds. John Stoinbeacx daezs not averl.oak
the importance of the soul. To him, the nourishment of soul

iz At least 3s importent =s physical comfort., In Sega of vort.:z,

hz =2ays, "Whe is to say that an emergoncy of the s2ul is not

151e0 a1 Tournicr, op.cit., p.68,
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. cma 1524 i .
viorze than 2 ong cold?d A0 moaiern times, the vitality of

soiritual v2lues is discppearing and with it the importancs ¢f

congcicnez.  In The Woyward Sus, thoe bus of Juan Chicoy is the

symbol of this changs.

The front bunpers of the bus had onec borne

toe inscription, still barely ren 'nble el

{iran Poder de JPbUE” TLhe groat power of

Jeats™, 3ut thzt hrd been piint=d on by a

former ownsr. how the simple word "Sweetheart®

was boaldly lettered on front and rear bumpers.

And the bus was known s “Owaethonrt? to 2il

who know hor. 153

The bus can be intsrpreted as o wicrocosm of the woarld.
Warren Fronch intorpreted this aquotition as Steinbeck's
comparison betwoen bhe world of the past and the moadern world.,
The spirituslly oriuntesi world of the past has gone and A
modcern world of matoerinlistic sweetness hzs reploced it.

In a world of facts, thars is a ndenty nmob To bDeliovo
things which ecannot be proved. Myths and logends are ussless
noensenss in thuy world of facts,  syths and imnginttion from
Steinbeck's point of viow are useful bocaise they nourish the

soul. W& noeed something boyond reality, or mystical. 0Ola sdan

of the Senr thzt Stoimbeck mentions in Sea of Vortow is only

the imaginative figurce thal man wants.  “slen re2lly necd sed

nmonsters in their personal ocesns., sand the old man of the sca

152 ohn 3teinbeck, ihe Log ffom thao Sea of Carhoz
{London: Fan tooks, Ltd., 1989), p.251.

153Jmhﬂ Steinbeck, Thg wWayward Bus  (Longon: Gorgl books,
., 1968) .13,

LeA
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is sne of those ... for i the 014 san of the S shouwld turn
ouk to be some gredt pirlleraed sca-licn, a2 low cof people woulsd

f:..l h';t - : 1 ; =, - lE'LF
cel A sharp personal loss - a Santa Claus loss. ™

The: nzed for somcthing bey il scicontific reason 1s poinna?

cut again in 3n episode in Unce Thors Wag 3 War., Steinbeck

talks about the importance of ~"mulcts to scldiers. nmulets
mAay be coing, stonses or ~n cdd-zh2ned metal,  They voesd thes.

things oocausy thoy {feel s7fe when thoy have something to holad
on to. Amulcets give thoe men psychologicnl securibty bub thers
is no scisntific proaof Cfor this need.

It would seem that in times of groat duanger
and groat omoticnzl tumult C oman hoos Lo renach
cutside himsclf for help ond comflort, and his

havas seme supra-porsonal symwol to hold to.
It ¢can be anything st ll, an old uwmbrellan
hanidle cr A roligiows symiool. 159

Jeicnes ¢annct give neourishment to the soul.  fan noeds
som&thing Lo bolisve whick gives security to spirit. dan

newles something beyend raeflity but secizncs gives only roality.
Far the ocenn, deep and Dlack in bha depths,

is like the low dark lavels of sur wminds in

Wwhich the Sroam syroocls drncubsts and sonetimes

rise 20 to sigsht like the €Ll Mazn of the Sca -

AnA even A0 the syntel vision bc horrivie, it

is ours. AN ceeaxn wWithodl its unnsmed aonsboers

would oo like 2 completaly dro2mlozs sleep. 156

_ 154 : ohin Steirnbee
{London: Fan Books, L

k, Thi Log Troenm the Sga of Lortod
tid., 1969), p.97.

1?5J$hn Steinback, Gnge Thirs Was a war (hew York:
Bantam Books, Inc., 1969), n.lhé.

: : L .
1*6Jﬂhn Steinbeek, The Lep from zhe Seca of vortez
(London: Pan Bocks, Lti., 19697, ©.97.
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Raligion can be pat intoe thie ectoesry and the scul

tends ta be Igneorod.  In Amerdica and aacricans, JStoinbeck says,

¥

"Here 15 2 world or a universe unknown, evan unconcelived Al

and moarhaps at lost

]

ven for oxnplaration: the groit and

- A . , - ' . . rilﬁ?
oul of man, 2 lard Iull of mzrvels.
. rhe

isan has not chongel much thraughﬁcanturleh, the world

mysturious mind and

o

o the soul is eti1ll Full of mrrvels 2nd descrves Aattaenbion.

in 3ea of Cortes, Steinbeck eompires tidnl effects to the soul,

Tidal effuects nre aysterious and dork in the

gsoul, and it wsy woll bo rpetal thht even today

the affect ol the tidoe is mare vrli:d and 158

strong and widesprotd than is gerornlly supposcd.

Sreinbeck holicves thuyt man noeds something beyond the
werld of Cfacts. There is something thot does not stand 6o

reason Aand cannot be describzd by fuets.  ln Lo o3 UGod Unknowe,

Jogeph ie in love with naturce bociuss he foeis a holy eloment
and Cod in it. His bglief ia eaturs ie 3 guile in his 1if..

Hig Lzlie® i not nonsensa in Setednvzck's point of wview.

=
L

Throu

i)

hout, Lhe =tory he soums to fndicnto that mon oannot got
My fro nature. Lob sveryonys oays attention to kis relation-
ship with nhture ~rd tho=¢ who Jd2 ranlize that they are a2 part
af naturs nre 2froicd to show it.  The rock in the glade is

somcthing Aancicnt and holy, 2 gyaebel of umian. At first, when

1 1 r . - - . - "
3] shin Steinbzck, Americn and dmericans  {(how Tora:

Bantanm Bocks, Inc., 1968), n.17%.

L
l“gJDhn steinbveecls, The Log {rop the Sued of uorteg
T ol
(London:  Pan Beoks, Ltd., 1969), ©.99.
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, Hligrooth c¢innot eonmunicatc

Jogoph and Blizoboth are maeriad
with Jaseph bechuse sho does not gudite cndarstand him and his
boliel in naturs,  Later, when she discovers tho rock in the
glade, she begins to understand ooseph anad she, Lob has the

garne fecling =g h€1.  ag har undarstanding and Affection

d@epen; Eliz=bsth one-day 2limbs Lhe reck, falls and brﬁﬂks

Mer aoek 2nd Aiass. This “szerifices of dlizaboth and sidgégient
suicide of Jeseph on the rock ﬁfe pagan 2nd Lhristian symbois,
an atsempt For union with Ged, the unknown.

The: cld m=n in To o God Unknown {cels a2 compulsion t2

scrifica arnimals to God before sunset.  Ho doss not Know why

Wit he fecls he =ust <o it,  In The Short fteipn of rippin 14

che ol men Fesle gZno” to pull the stitue from the water, na

1t .

e

cannat explain why bat o
ifoderyn man tonde to rrfuss to beliocve whia( cinnot e
provesd, Yot, the nead for religion, the need to beliove in

sorething outsids of himsalf rerocins in can's swocongcious.

In In Oubious 3attle, thoe Foriy men deny complutely belicl in

God and substitute o Lelinf in thee Farty, the Systenm.
Steinbeck indicates through thoir womds thit bhough thoy wry
tg repross their boliof ~any feel 2 need [ar iT. Uoc Burwsn

racogniges this eonflict in Jim 2nd 5.¥5, .. mean you've got

something in your oyoes, Jdim, sonsthing religious. Ilve swen

;159

it in you hoys beloro. Jim protested, i don't beliewve irn

ISQJUhn Stewinbeek, 1n Uubious Battle juwew fork:  Doabos
Bocks, Inc., 19668), r.145.
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; . Y . _— 140 :
Heaven ... I don't belicove in religion.s Yoo surbon saoms

to usre somathing in Jim which is aifferent [rom ather FPacty

men.  He needs something Godlike and rolligious but he always

teil% hinsell thot it i= n2t the religion. e once told ac
nbout the time he s3w his mother with 3 ring of little =atirs
over bor head like dlary.  Really saw them, 1 moan. 1t’s oot
furny, “ac. This isn't roligion - it'z kind of what the bosks

Ttye read 291l wish-fulfilimunt, I goess, @ saw them, all ecight,

161

They made me foel happy, too.
Stainboer seems Ta ey through Loc Surton ' that man
should not i indeced eonnot give up welicf aml spiriturl avel.

You praectical men always lend prectical men
with stomcchs.  And socmething dalways gutbs oul
of kami ... Tney den't follow the rulcs of
common sense, And you proctico]l men cither
dceny that it 12 so, or rcfusc to think about
it. and when someoryg wondors what it is thit
“akes = mAan without 2 stomsch somaething more
rthan your rules nllow, why you howl ‘ureanor,
mystic, mstaphysician.! 162

Dick and Root in The Long Yalley are injured Alter

having boen Denten Dy the nob,  Thelr conversatian in thoe ent
=hows th=at, their faith in ths "system’ is not cnough and they
feel it 28 wxpresszod in thoir fight 2gainst it.  doon's
axprassion for religicus [zeling is laughed b vy vick who s:ys,

Yoy lay thot religion stulf ... Relipion is tho apium of the

p.ﬂi?.

pid., pr.l105-1040
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. JE7 . L .
puopla.'1*3 Goth try o renress thoelr nesd for zpicritual

faitkh but they still focl chey neod it.

K

Steinbeck soeos an importance in roligisn as the root
moral consciunce.  His interest in religiorn can be geun
throvghout his work. There are many references, paraliels and

symbols drawn Trom the vible, Bast_of Bden, for oxasnple, is

a parallel to the story of Coin and abel, The immigration »f
the Jonds to Ualifornia may be comparca be the flight of the
Israelites out of HRgypt. At loast two of his heroos muy ke

consideredl ng imapges of Christ. Joseph in To_a @od enknown,

is deseribod several times 23 Christlike. Vuring the wedding
coramony, Eliszabeth 1ooks ot Jasepk 1l in hoer vision he has
Christ's facc. In the end, Joseph szerifices himscll s
Christ sterificed himscell Lo save mankKindg. Juan Ghicoy in

The Waywerd Buc ig intcerpretoed by some critics as 2 symboelic

Christ who comes Lo helr the situstien,

What, intorusts Steinbock is not the form of religion uut
its esgence. The rovoerence for lifc znd the feeling of Uneness,
synprthy 2nd undorstanding zre the esscenpe ol religion and
Steinboeck scos them 13 cornerstonces to o healtny soclety. for
Stuinbeck, a2 firn beliczl in SGe:dl is a good religion in itsell.

¥hat Steirbeock states through Jim Casy in The Grapss of wSroth,
1oL

"1l thot lives 1s holy. is alse 2 precept of cuduhism,

léjJﬁhn Steinbock, the Long Valley (hew York: Sanptarm
Inc., 1%267), 0.73.

164J0hn Steinbeck, The Urapes of tirath {lhew York: he
Yiking Press, 1962), ©.196.
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Religion having only forr but 0o cssence is s2tirizod by
Steinbeck in "5nint asty the Virgine, & short story in fhe Lons
¥nlley. A Churcl itseil has only form. he suggists in this
shGTEIStOPF thint thz Church is 6ot s int;rﬁgted in sympatliy

and understanding 2s in matorisl boncfits and gocinl
raspactabllity. He spuake sutirically of drother Faul =pd
Brother Colin whr ge collecting tithostogather. Fine poople
called Colin 2 fin: marn and Foul A good man.  They went tithing
together Deciuse what drothor Yolin could not gat by persuioion,
drother Paul dug oub with threstening and descriptions of the

fires of Hell."19% fn Tp 4 Cod Ynknown, Steinbuck prescnts

2 character, Durton, who is # religiouz fonatic. Stelnbock

has only contempt for his narrow outleok and moligious antitl:
that 4o not includse sy=mpuethy nd counzssion for his Follow man.,
i always think that his belicd ife right and iny athere poling

of view 1z wrong, hs 7.0 kept himeclf froem evil znd he ©aund

o 166

“wil in nearly all close humsr, conbhcis, This is not Lie
religicn Steinueck sposks oub For,

Jim Jasy is A choractoer Lhst Steoinbecs demires. He is

'

3 Chriet imnge, interestod in the cssonce of religisn. oo

g

lenves the 2ld formelized r»oligion nnd zoes into the wil.srndsos

-

ta find truth by himeclf. When he returne, hls prezebing sooms

£l i .
1“5John 3teinbocek, The Long Yalley {uow fork: Dantban
Baoks, Ine., 1947), ©.130.

166John Sroinbock, Io o4 Ged Laknown  (kew Iork:  Oontos

dooks, Inc,., 1962}, wv,.z20.
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Lo explain the tenching of Josas Christ thar od is lowve,

“hen Tem Jord aszsks him 2bout his [eelings wasy redliss, whatia
this rall, this gparity... It'e love., I lave penrle 55 muc
I'= fit to bu=t, HDmCtiMCS."la?HG gaing expericnes and truch
from naturc =nd he gets 2 holy fzeling of Upeness - thzat man
iz relatan to the wnole, 1 got thinkin' how we was hely wihen
v wWAas one thing, ar' mankin! was bholy whon it wois ono thing,
vhie reply comue very close to Stodlebuck's own pursq.nal rollsion,
Over and over in his werks, ono finds this revercnce and hisz
personnl utboerances Gbout Uneness.

In Burning .iright. Jdoc Sl sccopts Yictour's chils born
)

from his wifo ae his child becruss he cores to the conviction
that ... tio knosw that overy man is father to all ehildren and

avery child must hhve 2ll men as fﬁthur.”lég In Sea of Cortey.

Steilnbeck exwnrsissis the ides that feeling of Ongness is the
Foundstion of religion,

and it is strange thing that most 2T the Ceoling
wi c2ll raligicus, mest of the mystical sukcrying
which iz one of toae most prizaed 2l used and
Aesirced rotctions o our soacies, isg rez2ily the
understanding ~nd the 2gtemst te =0y bhat min is
relited to thoe wiole thicg, relsted incxtricably
te all reslity, Mnown and uoknowaole, 170

57 o . . \- \ . . g -
1*=J¢hn steinkbeck, Jhe uraoses of wrath (liew York: LT

ViKing rress, l‘]rf'.;f,}, p-32.

b =
1€9 o e it
John Steinceex, Lyrning Srigiht  {London:  Fan dnolks,
Ltd., Lloa#}  g.180, :

O S ‘. . - .
1701 s Stoinbeck, the Log from the Sgn of Uortog
{London: FPan Dooks, .td., 1969), p.267.
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The Groest, Yide FPool monbioned in vannery dow is the microcaosmsm

of the warld and nature shoers living erenturas Tight in arder

tooesurvive, It is uwoth tronoeil oing murderous.  the tide pozi
is 1iTe 2nd man, too, isz in it but =t thoe sane Lime he has

a3ility Bevon?d othsr crentures. IMan is c2pable of raticnnaliazn-
tion and the feeling of Onseness. his horizons csn go Deyord
the =ctu3zl Li-its of the iids Fool.

e 7omMAn lcoiing At renlity brings his own

limitcotions to the world. YE he has strengbh

and energy of mind the tile pool stretchies

voth ways, digs buex Lo ¢lectronz anu loaps

spics Into ths univorse ana fights out tho
momont into non-concantanl Lins. ihen scology

has o synenym which is all, 171

Steinbeck offors his solution to thoe provlaens of madzrs
MG, That solution must come from omtn himseld, wac is &4 tho
=imo tims cretbor tnd vietim of the gomdition. The solutian
is Lo find timo and 3 v3y te restore the importsnee of the
soul and tho valus of the imiividunl. he supgusts tant lova
and » serse of responeslbility towirds one's [ellow man eoan
male 1ifc nore worthwhile and give 7 greitar mesning to 1t.

T

Tn Ur #Miece and Gern, Stelnocck prosants o naturil secne, 3imilur

o

to the =svnbolpt the Tide Pool, in which & owalor soske bocsms

Lhe victim of ~ heron, Yhore iz 2 erueloy in nature; big
animrls @t smsll 2nimals Dut moimals o not have thoe auriity

of compasgion., Man aleone is capable of love and understinainz

Lut he doss not always use the ~ruslity he ponsaesases.  Uoc

Y7h1ps0. 0 pags.
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Burton has this love angd unduerstanding, Gzorgs aaas it for
Lennis. His 1ife is not ompty when he hos Lennis with him.
In Thg Pearl, Steinoack siys the same thing sgzin using
A [ish Image. #ine is deserived as 2 little Tish, a symbol »f
little people, the haleless onues trying '...to eéscapc o schoal
. . . s : T AT
of great fishaes that drove in to c2t koem.

In The Grapes of Wrath, though the Joad [amily suffers,

the T2amily has a will to liwve dnsd in the end they learn to
sn2re and anve comp=zssion Tor toneir M2llow men. Tom [o2llows
Uzsy's discipline of sympathy and love For all peopls,
Steinbeck scoms to suggest that the things thot help puople
towtrd inner.fulfillmant in lifs z2re thoss whiceh satisfy ths
needs of the soul.

In spite of all the complexities and problems of modern
living: rejection, less of communication, loneliness, cmptinoss,
boredom, mechanization, materialism, tho lack af trust, the
loss of seul and the impersonsl mass oricnted world with its
submarged individualicy, Steinbeck 1s neot without faith. His
trust lies in the possible awskening of the human hesrb.  Zut
he knows that if the siturtise is to be improves or changed,
it will have to come from within, from the human being. e ig
not 2 pessimistic writer but reotains an enduring faith in

humanity.

172 rohn Steinbeck, The Pearl (Hew York: Bantam Books
Inc.,, 19641, p.42.
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The writers of today, even I, have a tendency

t0o celebrate the destruction of the spirit and
God knows it is destroyed often eancugh. It is
the duty of the writer to Lift up, to extend,

to encourage. If the written word has contri-
buted anything at all to cur developing species
and our half dsveloped culture, it is this -
great writing has been a staff to lean on, a
mother Lo consult, a wisdom to pick up stumbling
folly, a strength in weskness and a courage td
suppart weak cowardice. And how any despairing
or negative approach can pretend to be licerature,
I do not know. It is true that wc are weak and
slck and ugly and quarrelsome but if that is all
we ever were, we would milleniums ago have
disappearcd from the face of the earth aod a fow
remnants of fossilized jawbones, a few tecth in
strata of limestone would be the only mark our
species would have left on the earth. 173

Fis cnduring faith is expressed again in Yhe Grapes of

Wrath this way: \ .

For man, unlike any other things organic or
inorganic in the universe, grows beyond his
work, walks ur the stairs of his concepts,
emerge ahead of his accomplishments. This

you may say of man - when theories change and
erash, when schaols, phiiosophics, when dark
alleys of thougnt, national, religious, economic
grow and disintegrate, man reacheg, stumbles
forward, painfully, mistakenly sometimes.
Kaving stooped Torward, he may slip back, but
only half s step, never the full step 'r:::.at:]-c.l,?I+
This you may say and know it and know it...

l?jPeter Lisca in The Wide World of Johh Steinoocck
gxplains that this passape is cuoted to Steinbeck from hiz
own journal by Faseal Coviei in a letter dated June 6, 1952,
The’last sentence of this passage appears in Sast ol Eden,
where it is among the last words spoken by Samusl Hamilton.

1?hJohn Steinbeck, The Urapes of “Wrath (New TYork: The
Viking Fress, 1968), pp.204-205.
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