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ABSTRACT

John Steinbeck is a fomous American writer ol socinl
crikticism. His novels are primarily concerned with problems
of the little men, the uneducated, the social misfit. Thisg
thesis is an attenpt Lo identify and arpalyse some of the
contemporary accial problems conflronted in Stelnouck's works.
It looks closely at some of the problems resulting from
modornization and the 2ffect on the mind such as the over-
concern Tor things rather than people, the mechznization of
the individual,thﬁ.imperscnal world, the gonsratlon gap,

lonel iness and the peglact of spiritual values.
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Introduction

Modern times find themselves with an immense
system of institutions, sstablished facts,
aceredited dogmas, customs, rules which have
¢ome to them from times not modern. In this
system their life bas to be carried lorward;:
vet they have a sense thabt this system is not
of thelr own creaticn, that it by no means
corresponds exactly with the wints of their
actual life, that, for them, it is customary,
rict rationai, The awakening of this senssz iLs
the awakening of modern spirit. The modern
spirlt is now awakz almost cverywherc:.., 1

Matthew Arnold

Matthew Arnold made this observation of his socicty a
century age; what he snid is oven wore pertinent today.
Civiliiation hasg alwayé advancad regardlcess of ocne'a deéige
an& ability for adjustment but never as ra;idly as in this
century, Whethsr wanted or not changes must come. 45 Arnold
Hﬁnad;man‘s life must indeed be adapted to the complexity
and the quickened pace of the modern "5ystemi? hever in the
history of man has chungs 9sen so rapid and reveolutionary as
in the twentieth century., The ¢hiinge has incrcased social
preblems and produced a erisis of adjustment in the life of
the individual.

John Steinbeck, an American -author in the twentieth
century, deals with the problems of man and society in medern

times. He rarely uses big cities as background material in

1A1fred Kazin, On hative Grounds (hew York: Brace &
World, Inc., 1942), p.l. :



his novels. The situationshe presents to the resder usually
take place in small towns or in rural areas, as his concen-
tration is on simplicity and naturalness. His hercos are
sm1l)l people or the misfits who cznnot cope with the rapid
change. Steinbeck sbresses the importance of society by
treating it much the same as Zinclair Lewis does in Main
Street - as & charactor with intzrests and actitudes of its
own. This personification of society can be found in many

of his novels such as Of Mice and Men, The Pearl, The Grapos

of Wrath. It 15 presented as being genernlly inkolerant and
having no sympathy for the individual or his problems.

His sympathies always go out to the oppressed,

the misfits, and the distressed; he likes to
contrasgt the simple joys of lifle with the brutal
and cynical craving for money. 3ut in him we

find the American temparament also oxpresscd in
his great feeling for nature, for the tilled

soil, the waste land, the mountains and thu ocean
coasts, all an inexh2ustible source ol inspiration
to Steinbwck in the midst ol, and ucyond, the
world of human beings. 2

Some critics have tried to clasgify Steinbeck's WoTks
and to give a cortain definition to tham. Theough Steinbeck
deals with social problems and the oppressed we cAnnot say
definitely that he is a proletarian writer as he does nst
writc only about sccial protest. In hie many novels, we find

experiments with different thcomes, Feter Lisca in his critigue

_EFrom the announcement of the Swedish Academy in
awarding the 1%62 Kobel Prize Tfor literature to John Steinboani
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The Wide “World of Jobhn Steinteck clecsifies Steinbeck's warks

since hiz Flrst novel, Cur of Gold written in 1929 to the
in

Wayward Lus [194L7) into three Zroups: social protest |

Dubious Battle, Of ¥ice and Men, Tne Urapes of wrathl; quaint

and picturesque comedy {(Tortilla Flat, Cannery Row)é simple

rural life (The Pastures of Heavan, The long valley, The Fearl,

The Red Pony}; but Cup of Gold, To A God Lnknown and The

Wayward Dus do not really it esasily into these three gEroups.

Since it i3 not easy to categorize John Sleinbeck's w-rks,
some critics feel he is inconsistent. The peint i1s that one
cannot say that he is this or that because he is both this
and that. Juality iy found in his works; he tries to present
both sides and give no judgement. itany aspects of life and
ideas are presented in his works such as his non-teleological
thinking,3his ideas about illusion and mob psychologzy.

This thesis does not Ery to analyse cach of steinbeeck’s
works and his style of writing as liperary achievemnent: uut
to analyse and relate the problens of modern man and Steinbeck’'s
attitude teoward ther as developed throughout aiz long literary
career. Ehese problems are those that have effects on man
the individual and human relationships such as loss »f
communication, materialismn, loneliness, wechanization and the

mass attitude of society itselfl. JStelnbeck's ideas about

Steinbeck explains his non-teleclogical thinking in
Sea of Cortez that it¥...concerns itself primarily not with
what should be, or could be, or might be, but rather with
what actually is - abttempting at most to anawer the already
sufliciently difficult questions what or how, instead of whv.
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modernization and its effect on the individual are clearly
stated especially in his non-fiction writing. In bast of
Eden, lor c¢xample, he gives his attitude about modern times
and his nostalgia lor the old days when the world had not
lost its sweetness and simplicity.

You can see how this book has reached a great

boundary that was called 1900 ... the old time,

the gay time, the sweet and simple, as though

time were young and fearless. 0ld men who did

not know whether thoy wore going to stagger over

the boundary of the cantury looked forward te it

with distaste. For the world was changing, and

sweetness was gonc, and virtue too. Worry had

crept on a corroding world, and what was losh -

goed manners, =sasce and Lbeautby... L

The problems confronted in Steinbeck's works while
accuring in the L.8.tare not peculisr to the U.S.. . alone.
What John Steinbeck presents in his works is symbolie and
microcosmic. This thesis will atteampt to locatc and analyse
some ol these modern problems and their effects on individuals
45 se2en in Steinbeck's works, There may be socme important

conclusions for Thai scciety which is in the process of

confronting similar preblems today.

kiohn Steinbeck, East of Eden (MNew York: Bantam Books,
Inc,, 1962}, p.ll1.
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