CEAPTER IV
INTERFPRETATION ARD DISCUSSION

0f all tho 26 sealen, the eoale which produced the nost
oonaistent differences in every pair of oonporiscnes 1o whioh olaas
wea varted was the scale of "Intellsctusl stimulation® in which
the middle olane wubjects hed sigrificantly higher means than the
lowexr oloss sabjects {Teble 6-8, 1l-12, 19«Z1). This would indicate
thatiiha niddle olass pewents ecgmed to stfmulaote thelir children to
learn moro than di4 the lower olase poreats, This finding 1e
conoistent with the atudy of Thomas and Suraahmadl conduoted in
Banduang, Indongsia, with subjacto [rom the lover and upper middle
clagges, Again, in the present investigation it was found thet when
mothors and fathers in eash claso ond #sx were coopared, reoulte showed
the mesn for Fathers to be highor in encouraging and stimulating the
ahildran, In addition, boys recelved nmors stimuintion from both
mothersaand fathers,

Anothor oonslstoct result waa that, in every scmpsxrisonm, on
the positive comlemn, the moanc for middle olass chlldren were [ounil
to be slgnificantly higher while, on tha other henid, on tho negativo
goales, the means for lowser ¢lass childron wers signilicantly higher.

Therafore, ciddle olams ohildren tendsd to be more posltively treated

lnu::ny Es Thomas ond Vinaro Surschmad, "Booiel Class
Differences in Mothera' Expectatione for Children in Iodonssia.”

The Journal of Soclal Psychclogy, Vol. 5T, 1962, 303 - X07.
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than were lower class children who meemed to receive more negntive
treztment ;haﬁ ald middle ¢lass children. This finding supports
what wan found in an earlier etudy with Amaricen children who lived
in a meotropolitan areas nNgar a large woiveraity., In this study,
Aayley and Eahaeferz found that the mothare of higher sociceconomie
gtatus tonded to be more warm, understanding and accepting and for
those of lower satatus to be more controlling, irriteble and punitivaﬂ?

In Tables &~8 {comparisons of peroepticns towards maternsl
behavicr from rapogfp of zhildren), ths middle class motheres seored
to show lese nutaeﬁn:;thén the }uuer oless mothers. At the same
tioe, they aha:ai; Qtimulatad the children to jenrn, resiricted and
direoted the childron significantiy ;ure then 4id the lower ¢lees
gothere, In roturn, the lowor cless mothers hod significantly higherx
"Rogative evaluetion” and "Irritability" scoresa. These rgsulte
ware similar to those reported hy Scheefer and Bnrley} in their
follow~-up study of conmimtency of matermal behavior witih mothers of
diffarant sccioeconcmic status in tho United Stataa,.

When olaes wes oontrolled and cox varied for the porceptlon
of maternnl behavior, middle olese mothors {Taoble 9) tended torhow
autonomy, hod pesitive eveluatfon and stinulated sonm more theo

danghters, This might be dus to the fect that in Thal emlturse

zﬂnncr Fayley and Earl 5. Schaaler. nfglationphips Betweon
Sooicecocomic V,.rimblee and tiv Behevior Toward Young Childran”.
The Jonrnal of &agetia Pavehcloxy, Vol. 96, 1960, 61 - T7.

3Ea:l:l S. Schnefer ond Nanoy Bayley, "Conelstency of Maternal
Bahavior from Infency to FPresdolescence." Journel of Abmormal and

Soolal Psychologys Vol. 61, 1960, 1 - 6.
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parentn perceive sons as more important thap daughters. Foar eoxample,
i1% 15 the pon who muat afoume family reaponpibilitiosn go well as
carzy an the family nama to future genarations. Ancther poasible
oausa ¢ould be that girle ere brought up 1n the way that they have
to obay ond be submissive towards parents more then boys whoe soem

to ba freer in doing things. In contrest, thay ahowed significantly
noxre pogeessivensas tnwarﬁa daughtars, V&n additicn, lover clase
mothers {Table 10} seomsd to share but at the sans tima control
deughfers through guilt more than scns; Tho resulte from the

lowvor elape mothoxrs on the negntive seeles, though net afmifloantly
different, showed that dnughtors were nore controiled than gons.
This woant that boye were freer and gained more appreclation and love
than 4did girla,. VELE roBPihle reason might be that daughters, though
af differsnt class, were requirsd to cbey perents and spend moat

of their time st home po they wers oloaser to mothars, FParents
arpeared to toke more oave of mnd pay more attention to daughtorﬂf
The figures in Tobles 4 and 5 indiented that the cejoriiy of nothers
wers housewlven, 4is pointed ocut earlier, Thal oulturs places certain
roontrictions on girlat motivitiea outoide the home, Az e remult,
they spond more time at home whers thz nother is werking and ere
closer to thoir mothers than are sonz. Sincge some disogreement,

and pupishment will inevitably cccur between them during these
peridds of clage ecniact, they might perceive thet they are

mére negatively troanied then nre zons, While the resulte frnm

lover clooe mothers woere Slmllar to thoass for middle olase mothere,
they nontrented with thoee for fathersz. The author would suggeat
thatffuthern showed more loves and approcintion for deughters than

for aons.{ Opo pnasible reason is that vhen they return from work
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they are often met by daughters who want to tolk end o please them.
On the other hond, sons vory often are sut with friende in the
avoning, Further research is nucessary to support the sccuracy of
this supposition.

Aftar discuseing about meternal behovior wereams %o paternud
bohavior and ses what would be indicated in the reports of childron
towerds Tethars. In Tables il and 12, affer cont{rolling sox and
varying cleas, the resulis seemsd 0 ogree with those cf the mothorxs,
Thua, the middle cless fothers tended to be significantly more
peoitive while lower clasp fethers gesmsd %0 be elgnlficantly more
on the negetive aide. That ic, middle olsss fathers encoursged
their children to be soolable, expressad mere affectlin, gave more
ancouragement of independant thinkirng, supported emotione of childran
morey bad ouch intereet in children {on the scale of nghild-centeredness")
and chowed more posscasiveness. This ropult was supperted by the
resulte from a study of Eriaavaud14 who found that middle clase

fathers, though working hard, had times to share reaponnibiliiy in
5

vringing up children while Chuchit” found cppesite results emong

lower clasa fathors.

45:15&7&3&1 Cholwient, "Child-Rearing Practicem of HMiddle
Cloes Families in Bengkok-Dhonburi", Master’s Thasia, College of
Eduenticn, Pragancltra, 1962,

S¢huchit Phitakphon. "Child-Rearing Practices of Lower
0lass Fomlllea in Bangkok=Dhonburi®, Mestor's Theals, College cof
Bducation, Presanmlitra, 1962,
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Lower cless fathers seemed %o more often évaluate shil@ren
in o negative way 1,0, rejecting and negleoting them more than
middle elass fathers. In eddition, feathers of lower clams boys
and girls showed more lax discipline and irrltebllity toward their
ehildren (pex controlled) while middle clese fathers stimuleted
their children to learn more. Ons poasible ceuso might be that
lower ¢lass fathers are lghorers (Table 5) who must apend o lot of
tima avaey from the home and therefere, do pot have much time to te
vith and shate experiences with thalr echildren, Wher they return
home they are tired and want to rest. Thus, if ap annoylng glituation
oocured, they would be upset and behave in B negative way towards
their children. Thie might be the Teason for chiddren perceiving
them as hoving rejected or negieciaed them mere than 414 middle class
fathera. The majority of lower class perents ralee their childran
by emotion rmther them reamscon which possibly scocunts for the
finding of lex discipline and and irritebility, With Tegard to the
comparipon between girls on the scole of "Hagging", there was no
glgnificant difference, I% may be thai mon do not like to "neg" a\
puch &8 woman, especianlly with deughters who, it socens, goined
more love than did aone., A Bimilar £inding was reported in Chirapa's
masterts thesis5 on the tople of "Child-Rearing Practioces™ conducted

among middle clasa mothers,

Eﬂhirapn Eowatrakool, "Child-Rearing Practices ond Parent's
Expectation me Peroelved by Middle Class Adclescanoes”, Hester's
Phegis, (nulalongkorn Univeraity, 1962,
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When comperisons were made bpetween boye and girle in each
class on perceptions towarde peatermal bebavior, middle eclasp gZirls
soemed to recelve more love and leaa negative behavior from fathers
then boys, Therefore, me indicated in Table 13, boys tanded to
recaive punishrent, negative evaluetion, {irritapility and were
rajected end igncred pigoificantly more than girls. Thia was sup=
perted Ly %he resalte cbtalned by chirupaT,

Thare were no eignificent differenocee within the lover class
when pertepilcna towards paternal behavicr were coampared, 1t might
te that lower class fathere perceived their sons nnd deughters as
having equal importance or unimportance and ,therefore, behaved
similarly towards them, However, there were fome elgnificant
differences when separated by gredes. In grade ten, fathers of lower
elaas girla ahowed legs disolipline and more néglect than fathers
of boys, while the lattexr sncouraged independent thinking snd vere
more etrict with boys than with girls {see Appemdix C)}. Doth results
tended to be a oontradiction of those found for the middle clasa.
Paxheps, thie is due tn ocartain restrictions of paternal tehevior
impoasd by sooclosconnmic status. A posaible explanation might be
thet the environment in whioh many lower clese femilies live ia
unfavorable in many waye and, at timea, may provide temptation for
ohildren to do wrong. Por girla, they muet stay home and &pend moad
of their time with mothers se there ia nc need to control them as
pick as hoye.

75 see whather fathers and mothersa of both clezses and aexes

TIhid-
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had any pimilarity in behavicr or whether thare wers ajignificant
dtfferences betwesn the two, the suthor then grouped the dnte from
reports od children's perceptiona towarde mothers and fathera and
neparated it by olees, With regard te middle olass children (aee
Tables 15«17). mothers seemed to protect, intruda, suppress aggraesiol,
reatrict, nag and rejoet children eignifiocatly more thnn fathers dld.
Thigs mlght bo due to the reasen stated earliaer f.c. thet mothsre wers
cloger to children then futheram, so they secned to bshave more
negatively townrds childron than did fathers vho did not have muah
time to be with theilr children, Therefore, children frequently
perooived them ma behaving more posltively. Fathexre ware higher
on extreme autonony and intellectiual afinulution thon vere mothers,

The results for lower olase gubjects were similar. Thuse, lower
olage children (Tables 17 and IB}IEainad positive evaluation,
emotlonel puppert, ohild-oconterednsss, posseselveness, proteotiveness,
tntrusiveness and ignaging [rom mothers atgnifioently more then from
fathers, - ho stimulated khair children to learn significantly more.
This finding is in agrecment with the studiles of Saars, Maccoby and
Levinﬁ end Bayley end Suhaerezg.

Sipoe the data wea avoiloble, tho author decided to compers
oaterrzal behavior from mothera' reporte to see whether the results

from éifferent clmoses would be almller to those of the ohildren,

ER.R. Seers, E.E. Maocoby and H. Levin, Pattara of Ghild-Reoring,
Evanotons Illinois: Row, Feterson, 1957, 425 = 427.

gBayler and Schaefer, loo. clt.
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In general, the resulta (Tables 19-21} seemed to agree with those

from children., Therefore, on the ccmpariscna batwaon classcs, the
gothers of middle class children tended to be mere pooitive % while
shope in the lower clase saemed to be more negative, Honce, the
mothers of middle cless shildren shared, exproaned affection, supported
emotion and atimulsted ohiddren %o learm plgnificantly morxe, while

the mothers of lower olass children were signiflcontly more irritable.
This supports the study of Soaxs, Maocoby snd Lavinlc.

Whon compariscna were mede between raporte of mothers, by
aontrolling cless and verylng gex, thero were mo highly significant
differencas. This possibly indiovates that mothere fﬁnm the eame
clans, though the children were of difforent sexes, had similar child-
rearing practicer cnd ways of behaving towards ohildren. Tpe only
gzception was for mothers of mlddle oloss boys end girls on the soalo
of "Suppresselon of 'agrespion". Agreaslon in girls aeemed to be
maya ouppreessd thnn‘rar boys. /ﬁhia undcubtedly ia o raflection of
the Thal oulture and the way of rearing children, in whioh girle are
taught to be sobmiasive and not to show emotion or caggrossicn, while
boys asem t¢ be encouraged in the dirpscilen of freer oxpreaklon,

This reeult alse eupporte the findings ¢f Senra, Whitlng eot, al.ll

Ao the data wae pvellable, the euthor made

lDEeara. Macoohy end Levin, loc. cit.

11E.B. Gaara, W.J. ¥Yhiting, ¥. Howliis and P.S5. Bcaro.
ngome Child-Renring Antecedonts cf Aggresslon and Dependency in
Young $hildren”, Gernatic Paychologlical Monogzraphye Vol. 4T, 1953,

233 « 234,
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oomperisone to discover vhether the perception of maternal bshavior
reported by childron woe pimilar to thot reported by tﬁe mothere
themsslves. Therefore, the data vas matched and anelysed (see
Appsndix C}. While the results were slmiler, mothers reported them-
selved as more positive than did the ohildren on all positive scoles
agnd lese pragative on aach.uf the neantive sceales. For exanpls, on
the soale of "Encouraging indopendent %hinking®, when apaperisons
were made for the entire sample, the mothers' reporis of thelr
encouragencnt was ﬂigniricﬁﬁtlr higher than the peroeptionz of the
ohildren, while on the soele of FIgnoring”, the mothera reported that
they ignored thechildren significantly lese than did the reporis
from ohildren. It may be thet thers was & gonp between these two
groups. That is, the children's perceptlons and the motbers'

behevlor were not alvays in agreement,
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