CRAPTHR VI
CONCLUSION

Though Greene {pa sericus writer, he deces not under-
line the moral imrlicztions of his stories. He offers us
not cases to solve and classify but the mystery of reople
like Pinkie or Scobie or the nameless whisk%rﬁriest. Gireeneg
never judges. He looks heyond cthics and beyond the Law,
intent only on Tove and the sin against Loves "These cha-

.racters,® he says, "are not my creation but God's. Thev
have an eterrnal destiny. They are not merely playing a
rart for the reader's amusement, They are soculs whom Christ

died'to save.fl

Though Cathelicism is the mest outstancing elament
in his novels, Greene Finds the Theolopical haransues over
his werks diffieult to understand.

T wrote a novel about a man who goes to hell -

righton Aock - another shout 2 man who goes to
heaven - The Power and the Clory. Yow I've
simnly writtsn ore gbout a man who gogs to pur-
satory {The Heart of the Matter). I don't know
what all the fuss is about.Z

Greene is a remarkably reeodabls writer, and yet a
writer frem wnom it is very difficult to romember sentences
and paragrarks. Cne remembsrs scengs. Srecne 15 rresent
in his neovels as 2 rroducer is present in a fil:, rather
than a5 a poct 1n 2 neem, He works in 2 ssries of sharrly
visuplized erisedes, and the froguent use of motarhor and
simile to heighten daseriptiom, or intensify atmosphere,
iz cne of the lew obvicusly rersennl characteristics of his

stylce., Ye ents, l'ke o film dircetor, from episcde to

lﬁériﬁ Béstrice Mesnet, Graham Greepe and the
Heart of the Matter, rn. 114,

Toid., r. 111.
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episode ; there are no long, dull, ruminative or padded
passages. The episodes he chooses to present are each,
in themselves, 2 minor climax of some part of the story ;
something has always come to a head, life is never just
Jogeging along, 3o Greene's stories translate admirably
into einema, and cone may [ind it hard to remember whether
one has read the book or seen the film. He is cinematic
also in his sense of atmosphere, heat, monotony, or seediness,
atmosphere always used to heighten expectation and never
for its own sake. We have probably no modern novelist so
cfficient and skilful as Graham Greene.

" Patronlzingly in the end he would place me
probably a little above Maugham, " Bendrix the novelist
sourly predicts of his critic, Waterbury, thus cautioning
critics intent on "placing" Greene himselF., Let it merely
be suggested that among his own generation of British
novelists it is difficult to find his egual ; and that he
has preduced 2 number of novels that seem certain to live, by
the: force . with which they embody a highly individual and
genuinely chalienging view of life.
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