CHAFTER 11T

HIS CHARACTERS

In a character of Greene, there are always two per-
sons : the inner man and the outer éne 1 these two selves
are completely separated. In The Man Within, Andrews “was,

he knew, embarrassingly made up of two persons, the senti-
mental, bullying child and hnother more stern éritic ...
Always while one part of him spoke, another part stood on

one side and wondered 'Is this I who 4m speaking ?‘“1 He

does not really exist, uhtil he is truly attentive to the
inner éritic. Andrews is able to catch a glimpse in Elizabeth
of " the promise of his two selves at once, the peace which

he had discovered sometimes in music."EEendrix, in The End

of the Affair, is made aware of the same truth by Sarah.

" The saints, cne would suppese, in a sense create themselves.
They come alive. They are capable cf the surprising act or
word. They stand cutside the plot, unconditioned by it. But
we have to be pushed arcund. We have the gbstinacy of non-

n3 But the inner self is given in the lorm of po-

existence,
tentialities ; these are revealed in dreams, whith he alone
can know, Others judge him by what they see : ' How could

one judge a man, when all was said, but by his body and his
nrivate acts, not by dreams he followed in the world's eye ?"IF
In the process cof discovering what we are, we at the same

time create ocurselves ; cheoosing to be what we really are,-
beyond the passing impulse of the moment, we realize our
notentiaiities, which until then have no positive value,

Thus, by constant attention teo the inner call and with the
courage to answer it, even the coward may be turned into a

hero.5 In The Power and the Glory, the priest seems at first

Leraham Creene, The Man Within, p. 435,

“Tbid., p. 4b.

3Graham fireene, The End of the Affair, p. 186.
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LI

™



a coward } he is escaping. EuL when & TIE man wants a

gonfession, he goes to him though he knows that it is a risk
to his 1ife., He becomes a hero in a way because he acts
according to his conscience, to his own inmer veice.

In Brirghton Kock, Ida Arneld. says that "man is
made by the places in which he lives!.” This statement could
be applied to most of Greene's characters. Pinkie, the whiskey-
priest and Scobie are trapved in thelr environment, which
contributes to their peyaonality and colours their existence,

Brighton is Pinkie's world ; everywhere else he
would be a stranger. The tripper's eye sees, when Brightm
is at its best, with the Bank holiday crowds or at the races,
only bright sunshine on an ignorant world and the gaudy
setting of a popular summer resort } a cosmopolitan scene
where people. of all sorts come down for week~ends to make
love in hotel bedrcoms 2nd to enjoy the fun, walking cn the
Front, entering the Palace ol Pleasure, with shooting booths,
band-stands and miniature cars tearing round the curve, look— -
ing at the sea “stretched like a piece 0f gay common washing
on a terement square across the end of a street " But o
Pinkie, Brighton is hell. "Why, this is Hell, nor are we
out of it." The sea washes rgund the piles at the end of
the pier, dark poison green!.” His world is lawless. Hale
knows that "this was real now : the boy, the razor cut, life
going out with the blcoeod in pain.“lO Murder waits for him
under “the little covered arcade where the ‘cheap shops stood
between the sea and the stone wall, selling Brighton Rock .Ml

- Im Brighton, the "wlace of accidents and unexplalned
events“ Kite picked him up on the Palace Pier. L
He had been killed, but the boy had prolenged his existence,’
"not touching llquor, biting his nails in the Kite way"- 12

8Graham Greene, Brighton Rock, p. 37.
7Ibid., p. 101,

8Tbid., p. 212.
glbid-, 'ps 102r
101bid., . 106.

l1pid., p. 107
lEIbld., pp. 166 - 167,

{OMITTED : P. 43)
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taking his place in the large room used as head-quarters

for the mob., "It had been as if a father had died, leaving
him an inheritznce it was his dubty never to leave for strange
acres."3 TIn this lawless Brighton, Kite's death starts the
long chain of murders, committed by Pinkie.

Pinkie is bound by his experience and his envirm-
ment, which make him unfit to conceive anything but hell !
“"Credo in upum Satanum." He feels, in a moment of awareness,
that he has not had his chance and "seen his glimpse of
heaven if only a crack between the Brighton walls ... Rose

14

might be it - but the brain could not conceive,™

The Power and the Glory takes place in Tabasco,

Mexico. In Tabasce, no churches remain standing ; noething
is left but the heat, the vultures locking for carrion, the
swamps and the puritan shabby capital where all lights are
out by nine~thirty, and aleohel is prokibited, There is
selitude and decay : "We have been dESEFtEd."15 In The Law-

less Rpads Greene himself felt "that this wasn'™t a country
to live in at all with the heat and the desolation ; it was
a country to die in and leave only ruins behind,"1® In this
land, "the only place where you can find some symbol of your
faith is in the cemetery up on a hill above the town,

where you get the sense of a "far better and c¢leaner city
than of the living at the bottom of the hill."18 Twice in
the book we catch a glimpse of the comparatively free and
sinless world on the ¢ther side of the border. Jt seems to
be introduced solely to emphasize the horrer and the abandon-
ment as well as the greater reality of the "walled in" world,

from which there are only two ways ¢of escape, The hunted
priest tries them both ; when the

1bid., p. 82,

14Thig., p. 212,

15Graham Greene, The Power and the Glory, p. 13.
16Graham Greene, The Lawless Roads, .p. 96.
17Graham Creene, The Power and the Glory, p. 20.

181b4d., p. 20.
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story crens, he has c¢ome down to the pvort, in cone of his
periodical attempts to take the boat for "™ the ferty-two
hours in the Gulfl to Vera - Cruz.” But for the last time
he is driven back to the darkness inland, the heat  ,the
heavy air, while on the General Obregor a faint breeze be-
gins to blow, | |

In this dark state of Mexieo, children mature tco
young. Brigida has an e¢ld-young face. Being the daughter
ol the whiskfrmnﬁest who does nc work, other children make
fun of her. She [eels bitter ; she hates the werld. Coral
belongs to the world ; she is conscious of heavy respon-
sibilities. 5She has an intent mind and passionate'nature.
She is able to detect 3 sign of greatness im the whiskev-
priest. Thile her body comes toe maturity, her heart,'con-
trolled by a simple acceptance of men and things, is ready
to receive Ood. Children with bellies swollen frem eating
earth and by worms ; the small bey with brown eyes waiting
with infinite patience for the priest to ¢ome to his dying
mother ; the boy repelled by the pious story read te him by
his mether, but :welcoming the new priest at the cnd of the
-book ; the dead child buried like a dog, without a prayer,
and the baby killed by the gringo ; they zre all innccents
caught in the great tumoil . and exprassing the tragedy of
the land they live in, "waiting through the dry months and
the rains fer the footstep, the voice,'Is it easier to say
your sin be lorgiven you .., 7'"

The whiskey-nriest was the cnly priest left in the
state. He beccmes 2 priest because of the environment. Be-
ing the son of 2 store kceper, he aeea the hardship and the
misery of the life of the peons. He had lcoked for scme
easier ways tc security than the calculation and risks of
a business career. To the child there scemed no easier way

191hid., p. 90,
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than the rriesthocd. ¥ It had been a happy childhecd, ex-
cept that he had been afraid cf tco many things,'and had

hated poverty like a erime : he had believed that when he
was a priest he would be rich and proud - that was called

20 First he was successful. But when

having a voeation.m
his environment is changed,with the 'state trying to abclish
the Church, he has tec escaps and say Mass in secret fer

tLen years.

The Heart of the Matter takes place on the west
coast of Africa. The British have brought thelir civiliza-
tion to this cclony, a home frem home, Greene in Jeurney
“ithout Maps says that ; * This was an English capital city;
England had planted this town, the tin shacks and the Hemem-

brance Day posters, and had then withdrawn up the hillside
te smart bungalows, with wide windows and electric fans and
21 The headquarters of the Empire have pent
to the cutposts men whe were given "™ a feeling of respectabi-

perfect scrvice.™

lity znd 2 sense of fairness withering in the heat."zEThe
impressicn gathered by a2 tcurist passing thrcugh Freetcwn
befere the war was one of complete lack of adaptation to the
natives' world. The apparert order is but a rhetorical cen-
ception. The law delended by Scobie is fake, Ywith no con-
nection with merals cor justicelM The grandilequent boast of
the pelice statiecn is only cne room deep : it conceals hu-
man meanness and injustice. Peorle rect, like bocks | their
age here is told by their years of service. "ItTs a climate
for meanness, malice, snobbery, but anything like hate or

2Crpid., 1. 148,

2lﬂraham Creene, Journey Without Maps, p. l4.
““Ibid., p. 15.
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love drives a man off his head.“23 Such is the world in

which Scobie had lived for fifteen Years, first alone,

then with a wife,

In this kind of society, peorle know each other
very well, If this story had taken place in England, the
fact that Scobie is passed ovelr may not affect Louise as
much as this, .But here she canhot bear the situation ; she
cannot face "her friends:" She wants a haliday in South
Lfrica., This ¢ircumstance forces Scobie to borrow money
from Yusef, a Syrian tradér, %While Louise was away, there
was a ship-wreck. Scobie meets a young widow and falls in
love with her. If his wife had been at home, this affair
might not have taken place. His love letter to Helen faiis
into the hand of Yusel who uses it to blackmail him, He
has to smuggle diamonds for this evil trader., At }ast,
beimg desperate, he commits suicide, Scobie is an honest

man who becomes ceorrupt and meets his dowmfall because of
his enviromment,

In The Confidentis]l Agent, because of her environ-

ment, Else meets corruption too early around her and is
firally killed by a mad woman. In 4 Gun for Szle, Raven

has a father who is sent to prison and 2 mother who cuts
her throat with a carving knife, hkis environment is 30
unpleasant that hezfays "this isn't a world I'd bring

children into ,..."

Greene's characters alse act according to their

natures. In Brighton Keock, Pinkie's nature is evil, He

explains to Rose : "Tt's in the blood. Perhaps when they
christened me, the holy water didn't take. I never howled

2
the devil oput,” 5But. evil nlone may not enable Pinkie te

1vid., p. 20.

ELGraham Greene, & Cun for Sale, 1. 124.
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de a lot of evil things, there is another motive, that is
Fear,

‘Pirkie is dominated by fear. He fears that he may
be done fer. He. lears tb see’. " " an end to the great .
future #26 when the Inspector takes him to cﬁarge»room simply
to advise him to ¢lear out of Brighton. He fears Ida pursuing
him, robbing him ol salety. He fears pain and death when
Coleoni's men attack him. The lear seizes him when Spicer,
whom he suproses dead, is heard on the floor above.

Fear impels Pinkie to commit further evil. Finding
that Spicer is still alive, Pinkie murders him. Also, in
order to make Rose unable to act against him, Pinkie marries
her.

I he married her, of course, it wouldn't be
for long : only as a last resort to eclose her
mouth and give him time. He g%dnTt want that
relaticnship with anyone :...
After the weddingunigﬁgi y he feels a sense of triumph : he
had graduated in the last human shame.
He had a sense that he would never be scared
again : running down from the track he had been
afraid, alfraid of pain and more afraid of dam-~
nation — ol the sudden and unshriven degth.

Now it was as if he was damned alreadg and there
was nothing more to fear over again.?

But the fear of drowming overwhelms him in a nightmare the
same night and he wakes to realize with horror that there
is no end to what he has done,

5Tvid., p. 121.

271bid., p. 101 - 182.
28rbia., p. 113,
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Our last gight of him is that of a " schoolboy
flying in panic and pain, scrambling over = fence, running

on ... whipped away into zerp —- nothing."29

“hen Pinkie: hates Rose and inflictsz pain, he is
in fact hating and hurting himself, because she represents
his lost goodness, his true self. He revenges himself on
her for his own failure, His evil calls for her poodness,
The power that compels him to accept the eternal damnation
of both of them as the price of his temporal safety is satanic.
As Bendrix perceived in The Bnd of the Affair :

30

If there is a God who uses us and makes his
saints out of such material as we are, the devil
too may have his ambition ; he may dream of
training even such a person as myself into being
his saint, ready with borrowed faaiticism to
destroy love wherever we find it.

The whiskﬁ?priest in The Power and the Glory is
another human failure and a greater sinner, This is partly
because of his weak nature., He becomes a priest because he
is afraid of the hardship of 1ife. When the state is abolish-
ing the Church, he is the only griegt left. Alone in the
Godless state, with no one to ask advice from, the priest
15 gradually led to meortal sin and to the complete disinte-
gration of his beirg. He had not taken into account his
fundamental weakness and fear of pain. After ten years ofl
this kind of life, when the final hunt begins to close all
the ways of escape against him, he considers the immeasurable

distance a man travels,

291pid,, p. 179.

3DHarie Beatrice Mesnet, Graham Greene and the

of the Matter, p. 53,

3lﬂraham Greene, The End of the Affair, p. 179.
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" Ten years behind him were littered with sur-
renders ~ [east days and fast days and days of ;
abstinence had been the first to go ¢ then he

had ceased to trouble mere than cccasionally
about:. his breviary - and finally he had lelt

it behind altogether at the port in one of his
periodic attempts 2t escape. ... He was a bad
priest, he knew it : they had a word for his

kind - a whiskewpriest, but every failure dropped
out of sight and mind :. somewhere they aggumulated
in secret - the rubble of his failures.”

Frem weariness and fear he weers when a man asks him
to hear the peovle of the community in confession. "Oh, let
them come. Let them come", he cries angrily. "I am your
5ervant."33 Weariness invades him every time he thinks that
death is at hand and he must still ge on living. " God had
decided. He had to go on with lile, go on making decisions,
acting on his own advice, making plans."BL When he escapes
at last across the border, he finds himself being drawn back
to his old life, as il his experience of hardship had taught
him nothing. Once again he is bargaining in his patronizing
voice about the price of baptism, once again he is respectsd
and. %uccesaful, as in the old days, and conscious of the re-
turning habit of viety, but apparently unable to control him-
self, unable to throw off the habit of drink.

" He told himself-in time it will be all right,

I shall pull up, I only ordered three bottles :

%his Pime. Theg will be the last T'1ll gver“ggink,
won't need drink there - he knew he lied.

He is constarifly aware of the extent of his degrada-
tion, of Leing in a state of mortal sin, of earrving hell
about! with him, of evil runnine "like malaria™ in his véins

32 Graham ”reene, The Power and the Glory, p. 133,
B1via., 'p. 8s.

*41bid., ©. 150,

35Ihid. y . 153,
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and filling his dreams with satanic images.

"He remembered a2 dream he had of 2 bilg grassy
arenz lined with the statues of the saints-
but the saints were alive, they turned thelr
.eyes this way arnd that, wziting for something.
He waited, too, with an awful expectancy :
bearded Peters znd Pauls, with Eibles pressed
to their breasts, watched some entrance behind
his back he couldn't see - it had the menace
of a bteast. Then z marimba began to play,
tinkly and repetitive, A firework explcded,
snd Christ danced inte the arena - danced and
postured with-a bleeding cainted face, up and
dowm, ur and down, grimaﬁgng like a prostitute,
smiling and suggestive."

But the whiskey-mriest seems unable to repent
because he has got beyond despair. '"The mystery became
too great, a damned man putting CGod into the mouths of men:
an odd sort cf servant that, for the devil.“j? His death
looks like one mere failure. “He was held up by two police-
men, but you could tell that he was doing his best - it was
only that his legs were not [ully under his control.”38 The
whiskey-priest fails throughout his life because of his lack
of courage and self-discipline.

In The Heart of the Matter, the key to Scobie's
rersonality is his sense of pity. " It is the {law in

Scobie's strength. ; sentimental pity will drive him to his
own destruction, first to:professional delinquency, then

to adultery, murder and sacrilegicus communions, and finally
to suicide.

One of the forms which Scobiets pity takes is the
comforting lie, whiéh postpones unhapriness by pretending
to ignore the truth. He lies to himself by destroying any
reminder of worry and pain, even the picture of his ovm dead

31bid., p. 180.
>'Ibid,, p. 199,

¥ 1pid., p. 208.
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child., " He had cut down his own needs to 2 minimum, pho-
tographs were vut away in drawers, the dead were nut cub of
mind * =2 TEZDP*STIDP= 5 & pair of rusty handeuffs for decora-
tion : but ore still hes cne's eyes, he thocught, one's eurs."39
His pregsence at the death of the child in Pende is an atone-
mert lor his azbsence [reom his deughter's death-bédjn. It
seemed after all that one never really missed z thing. To
he a human being one had to drink the Cup‘”hDSCGbie also lies
to his wife in erder to put off their mutual misery, =nd to
crotect her, although he knowsthzt no onge ¢an arrange another's
kooriness: ‘e dismisses the *pnsﬂibility of improving her

or of bringing out her good gualities ; instead he pretends
that he still loves her as much as ever and makes a show of
satisfying 211 ber idmmediate deomands. She sulfers [rom his
vity ; she would have needed strength and real love to de-
velop her true self. As it is, she is aware of the lies and

15 not oven glad a2t having her passage toe South Afzica arrang-
g, for in Lher hesrt she knowsthot it is not the best solu-
tion of thelir probtlem. For 2 while they swvenak the truth to
each other. ¥ That's ycur censcience,™ she said sadly, Yyour
sense of duty, You've never loved anyone since Catherine
died." " In hirself too be is aware of his responsibility in
having made her what she is, Liks Lcuvise, Helen rebukes
Scobis for his pity and comleorting lies. "Pity smouldered
like decay nt his hesrt ... . He kncw from experience how
rassicn died away, and how love went but pity always stayed.™
He is bound by “the commeand to stayv, tce love, to accept res-
rensibility, te liﬁ.vhjﬁcre lics beceme neocessary when Loulse

L2
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3%raham Greene, The Heart of the Eatter, p. 39.

“Olbida,, . 118..
“l1pid,, p. 57.

““Thid,, p. 170.
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returns, aleng with repested sacrilegions communicns, until
he feels ™ his whele rersonality crumble with the slow das-
integraticn cf his.“MF He is aware that others sulfer or die
Jjust beczuse he exists ; and his suicide; his last lie, scC
cunningly concealed frocm Louise and Yelen, is alse his last
nct of pity for those he loves - Louvize, Helen and Ged, JHis
final decisiocn is made in the beliel that the cnly way to
spare CGod from further pain is te destrey hirmself.

" It seemed tc him that he had reotted so far that

it wos wseless to moke any effort. God wes lodeed

in his bcdy 2nd bhis bedy wad corrupting cutward

frem that seed, ™42

Greerets characters arc 2180 the vietims of time y

they seem te bave ne contrel ever uncexplained events., Pinkie,
the whiskey-rriest and Secbie are led by fete te their end,
"earried like children in a crach threugh the huge spoces
without any kneowledge of their destination."h Greene's cha-
racters are generally destined to die viclent desths., To all
of them the lines by Dryden, qucted 2s an epigraph tc The
fewer cnd the Glory, are apnlicable

"Th' irclesure narrcew'd; the sagacicus power
Cf heunds and death drew noorer overy hour.®

. {iavde-Edmende Magny comments in her vreface to the French

translatirn of Bripghten Roek @ ¥ Fote is 2 situatien. It

is indeed the human situation in the highost sense of the
werd, since man carnet dissceiate himself Frem his indivi-

dual predicement,t®

Destinv scers toe strike ot poy mement, whdeh the

victim has ne means cf fereseeire, arnd then there i ne

“%Thia., . 121,

“5Ibid., p. 214 .
Léﬁarie Reatrice Mesmet, Graham Grecne and the Heart
of the ¥atter, p. 36,
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escape [From it 2nd ne expleneticn.  Andrews in The Man ¥ithin

wenders M owhether he would ever know pezce ¥y DL, in the Con-
fidentirl Agent Mncws ne respite during his short Etﬂ?-in
England. “han the dramatic steries of Pinkis, the whiskey -
priest and Secbie cpen, ws feel thet the pendulun is about

to swing, Heavy cleuds seanto derken. the skv above their
heads. And we &re aware, As Greene was in The Viper of Milan,

f the Ysense of deen that 1{eg over success!

This feeling is particularly streng in the case of
Pinkie. The grey-eycd Boy, seventeen-year-cld leader of
Fite's gang, has ap extracrdinary pewer ever his middle-
ared fellowers, All the brairse ©f the "mob™ are ¢oncentrated
in him ¥ 'veu takc acecurt of mcst things.! Dallcow said
with admiraticrn. ni¥ His cunning antd ccld —-bleeded atton-
ticn to every detail ensure his suecess ; the pelice zre
blind tr the truth, bkc ecntrols life arnd death, his ambi-
ticn 18 limitless. This is the mement chosen by destiny
a2s the tursineg recint ; its instrumcrt will be Tda, whe un-
dertakes to cavenge Hale. She moves slcwly but with une
shaking purrvcse ; nothing car risist her indemitable will.,
The Eey¥ is more and mere clesely encireled until he feels
his grip leesening and trere is no escepe lelft but suleide,
His entanglement with Hese, necessary thcugb inveluntary,
undermines his abncrmel strength , Hale's murder, a revenge
fer ¥ite's , was the first in a chain cf events : fAcse see-
ing the card placed by Spicer under the takle-cleth, Spicer's
murder, Cubitt’s betrayal and finally Dellow's and Ida's
interference with Pinkie's project, and Pinkie's suicide -
21l this within a few weeks ; and yet, " il Kite had been

’

there, he weuld never hove got mixed up.”

L"'?G:r*ahp_m Ctreene, Brichton Rock, p. 139,
Y¥1hia., p. 233.
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In The Power and the Clgorv, the small man, look-
ing like a black question mark, with the "round and hollow
ugwha interrupts Lr.

lface charred with a three-days' beard®
Tench's thoughts turns out to be the last priest left in the
state, where he has succseded ir living for ten years,
going from village to viliage, saying Mass in secret ! a
whiskey-oriest, who has gradually surrendered all habits

of riety and given way tc the 'itch of the flesh' in a
‘moment. of despair and drunkenness, but for all this the
onnly one in the whole state through whom God still exists.
And suddenly, after his last attempt to eseape, the police
are informed of his existence. The hunt will start, at
first slackly, and reach its climax when the Lieutenant

-of Police is wested with full power to carry it ocut,
Hitherto we have knownthe priest only from the out-side ;
now we begin'to see things from his point of view, SEtep
by step he is reduced to utter abandonment ; all doors

are closed to kim, as he is hunted down by the Lieuterant
and the hallf-caste traitor who tries to get the price for
his head. Twice, hewever, he escapes Trom the hands of the
Lieutenant of Police, who does not know him, first in the
village where his daughter liveé, then in the prison of the
Capital, when charged with the unlawful carryhg of alcehel.
It is an irony of fate that he sheuld be allowed to attempt
a third escape, which might have heen successful, by enter-
ing a neighbouring state after a long walk across the
nmountains. 2Zut the enemy is close at his heels and still
finds a way to stretch a hand zcross the berder, to rall
him back to death. Enchained by his priesthood, printed
upon him like a birth-mark, the whiskey-priest is led to-
martyrdom.

In The Heart of the Matter, a squat, grey-haired
man walks up the street in front of the hotel, but Wilson

cannct tell that this iz one

46 raham Greene, The Power and The Glory, p. 5.
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of those ccezsions one never foreets. Seobie the Just, the
Deruty Commissioner of Pclice, the only cfficer trusted by
his chiefl for specizl missions, admdired by his pastor, Father
Hank, is oné of the few who bave resisted the effects of the
awful climate. He i1s even a good leoser., Yot he is not Iiked
at the Secretariat, because these very gualities seem to his
cellearues tc be a ecntinucus persoral reproach. %We learn at
the corening of bis story that he will be rassed cver for pro-
metion to the cemmissicnershiv. His wife cannct get cver

this last disarpointment and Scobie will be driven to borrow
From Yusef| the Syriah; tc send her for'her healtl to Scuth
Africa. Tate has strucki '"ithin a féw menths, Secbis will

be earricd dewn the sliprery slcpe that ends in suielde.
Wilson, a special agent sent fror Lendonm to ineestigate a

case of diamend smugeling, falle in love with Louise. Jealcus
of Scobie, his wits sharpened by hatred, he seents scmething
wroeng in the Eehﬁuiﬁuﬁ“ of Bcebic, who while Leouise is away
in Scuth Africa falls in leve with Helen Rolt. Scebie, watch-
“ed by Wilsen, blazekmailed by Yusef, agrees to pass contraband
diamends, “When Leulse cemes baek, he cannet chicose between
the twe women ; ke bas te lie =2rd commit sacrilegicus ecm=-
menicns toe keep the truth from his wife and is pushed by YTusef
tc skare resronsibilivy for the murder of his bey, Ali.

Huntcd bty Wilsen ard sick of giving rain, ke sees no cther
toutse than suicide. "hen in the end he is finally chosen

for the commissioncrshin, Scobie thinks bitterly : MAll this
need not have happrened. If Louise had stayed I shiould newver
have loved Helen : I would never have been blagkmailed by

quef, never have committed the act of deSrair.“sD

Fost of Greenc's charzetsrs long fer poace. This
yearning for reac: can scmetimes disguise the unhercie de-
sire te aveld the offert reoquired to create our true self:

a
O rahan frecne, Tho Heart of the Matter, p. 24€.
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"The renouncement of the perscnality is one of
the ways ol seesking deliverance from suffering
and evil ... for versorality implies pain, and
1ts realigation brings suffcrlng. The labour

of engendering the personality implies sacrlf%ie,

but- not the renunciztion of the personality.”

This is whert so many people fail i they OPpOSE afi
interior inertia to the only real demand made upon them,
and by s¢ doing betray themselves and underminé their very
freedom. This appears to be the problem of CGreene's charac-
ters, Their burden becomes so unbearable that they break
down from sheer impotznce, Instead of responding dynamical-
ly to life; they are afraid to commit themselves and accuse
fote. They are iost in the end because they belive that
there is nothing they can do,

Finkie is haunted by the idea that his past con-
ditions him ; but it is because he rejects it that it turns
out to be inaluctable. Scobie, unable to face the conse-
gquences of the vows made years ago in the church at Ealing,
Tinally betrays them. It is not enough to [ace the present
by a choice | one has to assume the past and all the con-
sequences of this choice ; and Scobie knows this but fails
to do it. Like Pinkie, he gives wéy to despair and the
extreme fzilure, suicide, The future appears to them com-
pleted before it is even lived, because of their Inability
Lo oppose a dynamic courage to fate,

"There's a proverb, you know, about the end is

the beginning. Jhen I was born I was Elttirgz
here with you drinking whiskey, knowing ...

1 Ry .
5 Marie Béatrice Mesnet, Groham Greene and the

Heart of the Matter, p. 08.

*2Tbid., p. 101,



By this reluctance to actytfie constant debate
between man's two selves is perverted into a destructive
seiT<consideration, Like Narcissus contemplating his oun
image, man finds himself shut into "the worst cell of ally
himself. Pinkie is so muddled that he is unable even to
concelve good., Scobie mistakes the voice of the tempting
devil for his duty and can no more draw a line between good
and evil in his thoughts than he can in the police cascs he
has to deal with, The case of the whiékérpriest is different
because, however far he may stray, he still carries on and
finzlly answers a mysterious call and is not found wanting.
Greene scems to be pointing out the essential human need to
involve cnesell ; in 3 sense the priest finds himself when
he opens himself to the needs of others.

In their immense desire for peace we recognize
the weariness dencunced by Bernanos
"The exhaustion, the dejection, the ¢ollection
of disgust at the bottom of the soul, the
impurity, the defilement ... ., Weariness with-
out as within, the immersion of weariness, the

sin, the s¥lgma, the curse of ?eariness, a kind
of poiszoning of one's being."5

As already mentioned, it 1s clearly seen that
Greene sees man as consisting of two selves : the ocuter
one and the inner one, These two selves are alwﬂysfin
conflict. Also Greene sees that man is shaped by his en-
vironment. But man's own nature also accounts for his per-
senality. In lifle, fate plays an important part. As life
is horrible, Greene’s characters always long for peace.
It is obvious that Greene deals openly with the mystery
of man's personality.

>31bid., p. 112.



	CHAPTER III  HIS CHARACTERS

