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ABSTRACT . RN

Graham Greene is cne of the most widely read
twentieth century serious writers. He is concerned with
society and with the problems of individuals in socliety
in the present age. The backgrounds to his novels include
many of the major areas of political and social turmoil of
this century, for example : Vietnam, Spain during the Civil
War, Europe during the Depression, and Revolutionary Latin
America. UGreene 1s especially interested in the pergonality
of man and ir his capacity for good and evil. The purpose
of this thesis is to make a critical study of Greene's novels

and thelr major themes,
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INTRCDUCT IOH

This thesis is a critical study of the novels of

Graham Greere. It is clear that Graham Greene is essen-
tially an criginal writer ; there zre, however, certain
sighificant influences on him. Therefore, in the first
chapter the thesis will trace ihEEE'inflpendEsrcn'ﬁhe
writer. Then, a study will be made of his themes and his
characters. 4As he is a Catholic writer whose religicus
- telief deeply c¢cleurs his werk, it is also essential to
study why he becomes a Catholic and how Catholicism has -

- affected his work. The final chapter will be a study
“¢f his techniques.

The main reason that the writer of this thesis un-
dertcek this study of the novels of Graham Greene is the
fact that he 1s a Cathelic writer whese religious belief
influences his work. It was felt that such a study would
provide a useful mental stimulus and contrast for a Buddh-
ist student.

A further aspect of Graham Greene that is of par-
ticulaf interest is nis reaction te the mecre unpleasant
asﬁectgof'the modern woerld, He says that 1ife is misera-
ble bocnuse evil is walking the world and because human
nature is not black znd white but black and grey.

_ Séeing the world as a herrible place, Creene reali-
zes that his furcticn as a writer 1s an important one, and
he reallzes that his responsibility is a sericus one, Gra-
ham Greene wrote to Elizabeth Bewen and V.5. Pritchett

Firsg: T weculd say there arc certain human
dugiﬁs I cwe in commen with the greengrocer or
the clerk -~ that of supporting my family if I
have = family, cf .net robbing the poor, the
widcw or the corphar, cf dying 1f the authorities
demand it {it is the only way to remain inde-
pendent 3 the conscilentlous objecter is forced:
to become a teacher in crder to justify himselfl).



These are our primitive duties as human bBings
esae I would say that if we dc less than these,
~we are sc much the less human beings and there-
fore sc mueh the less 1likély = to be artists.
But are there znv speclal duties I owe to my

T

fellew vietims beound for the Leire 7 I would
like te¢ imzgine there are nere, but I fear there
are at lesst two duties the novelists owe - to
tell the truth z2s5 he sees it and Ly agcept no
special privilepes from the state.

By "truth" Greene means that the ncvelist has to
describe accurately, and that the authenticity of his eb-
servations depends on the validity of the emotion he is
describing.2 ks a Cathclic he maintains that he has to
write about good as well as evil and it is the responsibi-
1ity of the artist to awaken sympathetic comprehension net

alie
only for the evil,but, for the "smug, complacent, successful

3

characters.’

Greene alse says that “Sooner or later the strenusus
note of social responsibility, of Marxism, of the greatess
materisl good of the greatest number must die in the ear,
and then perhars certain wemories will come back, of long
purpcseless discussions in the moonlight about 1ife and
art..."* For Greens the writer "just as muck as the Chris-
tian Church, is the defender ol the individual.“SGreene's

1814zabeth Bewen, Graham Greene, and V.5, Prit-
chett, "hy Do I "rite 7 {Londor, 1548}, pp. 29 - 30,
%4.h. DeVitis, Graham Greene [New York : 1964},

v. 40,

3Elizabeth-Enwen, Graham Greene, and V.3, Prit-

chett, op. cit. p. 48,
“Toid., p. 49.
Tbid,, p. 49.



own answer Lo Fascism and Communism is his Roman Catholic-
ism. And 1t 1s Fis Eoman Catholieism that informs his no-
vels. Eex Warner coneurs with Greent’:analysis of the
function of the artist in society @

Thbis - 18 what may be called the politicel task
of literature to hold the mirror up to nature,
te show men how they live and what is meant by
their own words and manners, to investigate
everything under the sun, to retain the tradi-
tion of the past, and to explore the future, to
instruct, to criticize, to delight, to create
and to reveal., TIn these activities, as in all
others, the writer may be greatly helped or
greatly hindered by the seciety in which he
lives. The more he can co-operate with this
soclety, the haprier, as a rule, he will be.
Iet, though his work is conditioned by his so-
cial group, It is not determined by it. And
there is n ssnse in which it is trug to say that
his work must be, whether he is conscious of it
or not, slways disruptive of any state organiza-
tion. Feor his loyaltles as a writer are to sgme—
thing wider and deeper than any state can be.

Craham Greene belileves that the way out of ‘the
waste land® is belief in God. He insists on the doctrines
of his church 25 a possible answer to the pewer and violence
that characterize the political ideologies of cur times.

His personal convictions are matters of individual beliefl;
yet what he says has universal meaning.

Rex Warner, YFreedom in Literary and srtistic
Creatior," in Freed(m and Culture (New York, 1951},
rp. 210 - 11.
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