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But knowing words is not the only thing to
khewing a language, not cven the most import—
ant. One might know ths meaning of 211 the
words in a large English dictionary and still
be guite unable to speck English. One must
alsc Know how to asscmble words in sontencos
and how to pronounce thc sentences.)

1Paul Foberts, Modern Grammar {Now York: Harcourt,

Brace & World, Incs, 1968}, p. 1.



If, thercofore, mastery of a languoge is taken
to mean the ability to use or even to under-
stand "all the mwords'" of o language, then none
af us ¢an be sald to hove mastered his own
native language.g

A person has "learned" a foreign languapge when
he has thus first, within a limited vocabulary
mastered the sound system (that is, when he

can understand the stream of speech and achieve
an understandable production of it) and haa,
second, made the structural devices {that is,
the basic arranpgoements of utterances) matters
of automatic habits,?

are"Hnowing o lanpuage™ means, first of 211,
knowing its phonology and prammatical struct-
UrCyyaas

A person kacws how to use a4 language whon he
can usc its structure accurately for coomuni-
caxtion at will, wath attention focuscd en the
gontent, recclling cutomatically the units and
patterns as noecded, 2nd holding them for a
nermal memory span at conversationzl spoed,
noticing any errors that occur.?

EGharlcs Ce Fries, Teaching and Learning English as

a Foreign Languapce (Ann Arbor: The University of Michigaon
Press, 1967}, p. 1.
3

Ihidq y Da# 3.

John B. Carroll, “Rcseorch on Teaching Foreign
Languages," Handbook of Rescarch on Teaching {Chicage
Rand Mcially & Compzny, 1967), p. 1072.

5Robert Lado, Longuage Teaching: A Selentific

Approach (New York: McGraw=Hill, Inc., 1964}, pp. 34-35.
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