OLADTER: I
INTROCGOUTIGH

After Yorld Viar I, one of the loudest voices the
world heard was tho claim of the peoplea of foim end Africa
to be independent from their coloniel nmastera. One nation
galned iip frevdom after another. Iemoorasoy bedome @
politicnl fashion. And with time, the Alsbandins of the
onplonial ties took n vlearer form, To avold orenting waro,
wagtin:’ money cni risting loos of raputation, tho motier
countriea gave thelr pecples freedom. |

Tt independence i3 not amsy %0 nchieve. Hony nnw
natlons, not na ready to govern sthemmalves am ‘they haed
thought, lesrned thie the hard way. Jany / friosn stotes
are havin: troublee in asdsinismtering themaelven. The
political situntion of momt of the emergin. untions is
unbalonced and of gouree affects the soonomy oi thelr
nations. fany heve beoome polioe mimtes. What should be
blamed inm unalrtiln, but ¢ertainly ths ressom osmn te found
in hiletory.

0f all the countries %o emerge since 7World tar II,
India 1o prodably the wont ioportent,. A new nntion with
an ancient culture and oivilization, it is the seoond tost
ropulous nation in the world and the lazrgert 30M00I9dy .
The ¥ritish had ruled Iniia for yanrs emd when they laft,



the irpact they hod mnde romained. Fars botween Indle emd
Pakieton are ono ¢f tho fruaita of the Dritich Re), Ttecouss
the Tritisoh Alvided the whols sub=continent into two
natiens. Thero coatinues te be o flourishin~ "nolish
1iternture in India, and even in the szallest villase, the
woenderer will be able to find momsone to apeak to Fim inm
Engilnh. For Dotter or for worss, the Iritioh nj 18 a
pormanent feoture of Indian hietory. DYnglich left her merk
in India. The Pritish eateblished affoctive loonl govarm=-
nent, irrigatien, much fatidlne relief, rnilways, bildges,
soxvunioation, and sbove all peaos. The Pritiat, although
they believed that 1% would be for the better 1f they stayed
a while longs: in Inile, ocould net overlosk tha csuuﬁtinl
rightnese of the Indian Independencs movement. “he hidter—
nens and hoatllisy that the Prisieh nruuund'thrnugh their
tanaoity made separation inevitablae,

The relative asrita of the writin: of history end
of litarature hﬁv- bhesn welghed sinoe the time of Ariastotle.
It 1 ny feeling that one of the moet valid appromches to
6ny historical problem is by meking use of both diasciplinss.
Histery deals in fect, litermturs in feeling and imasgination.
The oombinmtion of the w0 —wsnd their anegeseary interag-
%100 — throws any historieo)l problem into sharp reliesf.

This ie what 1 propoas to doc with the problam of the
presenoe of the Fritiah fe] in Indie during the firat fifty
yoora of the twentieth oentury. 3By studying $he main worke



I".

of Malioh Mterature roloting to Eritich involvorment in
Iniin in thepe fifty yoerae, I hope to 1illurdnate the
probtlem in o way 1t could not be illuminated By o atriotly
hietorionl approach. I skall hope to trase tihc devolopment
0f Lngdinh opinien mbout their position in Indig and I phall
try to dutéht comzon patternn of literary formula which
were cosd by writers of fictlon to exprecs thelr attitudea.
In diseuspin- the woat intersating worlks relating to the
problem, I shall almso be diaduﬂnihﬁ the relevant ideam and
relotive artiatic werita ¢f tle suthors involived, The
digouasion of these writers willl bte prefaced by an intro-
duatory sketch surveying tho wide range of gpinion about
tha Re} thet always sxisted and made itesdlf heard.

The problem of the future of the new nations is one
¢f the most ormoial feoing the world today, &nd th: future
0f India, its position in Amsia so pivotal to the fatas of
that ocntiuent, is the momt vital of all. In studying
the crentive litermture about the lzet half-asntury of
English rules in India, X hope to De able %o @ee the
present a little more alarrly,
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