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vAnother reason why we shun the auditory approach is
our prejudice, built up largely by our own ideas about
education, namsly, that the 'eye gate' is really much more
eifective as a means of learning...
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If we now place two speakers of different lanpuzge
facing each other in a gimilar diagram, when the lis-
tener hears an utterance in a foreign language he is
learning, his set of native language habits cannot be
eliminated at will, ond he hears-units of sound, words,
Phrases and sentences that are those of his own lahguage,
that is he distortse what he hears to fit the rapid-five
perceptions that he habitually hears. Similarly when he
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Charles Ce Fries Teaching and Learning English as
2 Foreign Lanmuage., Ann Arbour. University of Michigan Press,
1957. p. 10,
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attenpts to speak in a foreign langunge he thinks of the
peneral mesning, the generzl threzmds of what he wants to
Zay, but encoding into language units down to words and
phonemies he handles the only way he has ever baen able to
handle them: through the habits of his native language.
The result, of course, that he transfers the entire sound
system of his native lanpguage ta the foreign language both

for listening and for specking,
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