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Theals Titlé : The Ability té Distinguish Selected English Conso=
nant Sounds: A Comparison Between Pratom Five
Students with Four Years of English and Those

without Training in English.

Hame i Mrs. Praphaisri U-thawee

LDepartment : Educational Resear;h

Advisor ¢ Asgistant Professor Somsri Patumascotra
Date t April 24, 19§0

ABSTRACT

The aim of this study waz to compare the ability to dige
tinguish selected Eanglish consonant scunds between the Pratom
Five students with four years of English and those without train-
ing in English and between sexes. In order to answer those men-
tioned problems, the sound discrimination test was made up. The
test was composed of fifty items. Each itewm contained a minimal
pair of selected sounds. The scunds were arranged in the "tri-

rlet"; two words were of the same sound

The data were collected from 400 Pratom Five Etudents {200
of each sex)s The 200 students with four years of English were
drawn at random from 5 private schools and those two-hundred withe
cut training in English were drawn from 5 muniecipal secheolz, The

BaMples were divided into smaill groups not more than twenty-five



at a time. The tape recorder was playad and each student was
asked to write his or her answers in the prepared answer sheets.

The. bygotheasa ¥are teated - using the z < test.

The Tesults of thim study could be summarized as follows:
1. The Pratem Five Btudents with four years of English
were found %ts have more ability in dietinguishing selected sounds

then those witiout tcaining in English at 5 % lavel of eignlflcance.

2. The difference beiw-en sexes showed no differences in the
ebility to distinguish those sounds elthsr in the seperate group

or in the comblned groups significantly at 5 per cent level,
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