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Thesis Title Life History and Economic Importance of Thais
javanica rhilippi( Gastropoda,Muricidae)
Name kr, Precha Suwanpinij, Department Bioloev

Academic Year 1969

Abstract

The life,certain habits and economic roles of Thais
javanica Fhilippi were studied in both natural habitats and
man-made oyster farms. ltwas observed that the fouling of
oyster spats and barnacles may have influenceg on the general
morphology of the Thais shell. The number of the transverse
rows of the_Rachigloséan type radula of one limited size shells,
collected from the same habitat were highly variable ranging
from 118 to 232 rows.

Thais javanica abundantly lives on rocks with attached
barnacles and oysters, along mid-intertidal zone of the shore.
There are large quantity of these gastropods on the rock-piles
introduced for oyster faruing.The snails lay eggs through out
the year,. - The eggs are characterized by
an elongated tuft and banana-liked capsules of varying colours.
Each batch is composed of 100 to 200 capsules and is usually
found attached to the crevices. As there were hardly any empty
shell or being occupied by hermit found in the area,it is beclieved
that the gastropnda may be devoid of the predators.

It was observed in the field that Thaie javanica predated

heavily (about 70%) by boring through the shells of oyster-spats



at the age about 1 -2 month. iovwever, under experimental
condition they seem to prefer barnacles than the oysters.

From the results of this study, itis believed that
Thais javanica may be a serious pest of oyster farwings and

further investigation on more ecological works is needed.
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