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# # 5785271829 : MAJOR POLITICAL ECONOMY

KEYWORDS: SKIN COLOR, WHITE SKIN, WHITE SKIN OBSESSION, PREFERENCE OF WHITE

SKIN
TAKSAORN PHUCHONGPRAVECH: White skin obsession in Thailand. ADVISOR:
ASST. PROF. THANEE CHAIWAT, Ph.D., CO-ADVISOR: ASST. PROF. GULLINEE
MUTAKALIN, Ph.D., 131 pp.

The objectives of this thesis are to study the development of white skin
preference in Thai society and study the discursive practice at different period of time.
The main theory of the study is Discourse of Michel Foucault which also talks about
the relationship and practice of power and knowledge which affect people thoughts
and perspectives about things. The data is collected by document and in-depth

interview of 28 people who engage in "white skin preference" phenomenal.

The study is concluded that: white skin preference in Thai society can be divided into
3 ages. The first age is two-tone skin color with smooth texture or yellow as gold-moon
skin color. At this age, skin discourse is produced by royal. The second age is white-
yellow skin tone color with the combination of Western skin tone influence. At this
age skin discourse is produced by royal at first and then the government after political
revolution 1932. The third age (present time), is white-pink skin tone or white and shiny
like Korean skin. At this age, white skin discourse resulted from the reproduction of
media and some group of individual. The commercial advertisement divide and
exclude dark skin people as the group of "Marginal one", this process creates
stronger skin bias in Thai society until it affects some group of people to "craft" their
bodies by consuming whitening drink/pills and whitening shot. This behavior can be
called "white skin obsession". Some women in Thailand at the present time are willing
to craft their bodies by changing their skin color in order to create physical capital and
in return, gain power which can create economic and social capital back to them

through having white or whiter skin.
Field of Study: Political Economy Student's Signature

Academic Year: 2015 Advisor's Signature

Co-Advisor's Signature
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® LUNAALIBINNTIY (Discourse) Uad Michel Foucault
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YIRS (cross — breedin) (F153A §1UF, 2543)

Races of modern man

1-European; 2-mongolian; 3-Negro; 4-Australian; 5-American Indian
JUN 8 WansaNwaEA N ANUS VDI YW

- ° 4 :4 = A i i s LA
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(1) ¥ an. 1758 anlsda aw (Carrolus Linnaeus)  wispuesnidiusisdl Homo
erupaeus, Homo asiaticus, Homo afer, Homo americanus

(2) ¥ em. 1781 1991u UgLUTY (Johann Blumenbach) utsauson.dudsdl ne
WAWeY (Caucasian) AsAURIEY1Y Nadlndeu (Mongolian) ARAURIELNEDY
wad (Malay) feauiadtinna wileoy) Ethiopian AeAuiinds was ewsiu
(American) ADAURIELAY

(3) Tl A..1870 Tofa §ndiasi (Thomas H. Huxley) wiseenifiusisl Negroid
(Bushman, Negro, Papuan), Australoid (Australian, Dravidians, Ethiopian)

Mongoloid (Mongol, Polynesian, American eskimo, Malay), Xanthochroid
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(Xanthochroid of northern Europe, Melanochroid of southern Europe,

Melanochroid of Asia - Arabs, Afghan, Hindus)
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ylnd anuaulafunisiinun “31en1e” uagussmaandusnaidmnfsades
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2.1.4 2554 (Discourse) 984 Michel Foucault

2.1.4.1 Jg1u2MNSsY
“INAATIERnTE Uselen un Wseanum Sanudesauiui Wumuwam agUauen

Auduliveauyudifeniw Juagivinazueanwilviuaunisedslsdudud ity BnUy

Y
a

dfguilslumsinuiszuunvivienisléninife szuesamzaudouvienssiinisyg
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anwarasads wafluvindunisanngud sndumbelunisfneununiw Uszlen vse M
un lglinTATIEmIIMNTIUNNALILAIUALIAIUARLT 091NN TTUVBIAUTFIUETLAYNS
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2.1.5 ylnAuazn1sadnizausae (Crafting Body)
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WESULAIT N LAZIRNANEUNTIY (Davis, 2003: 59) Mnnssuwaltgnuduenvseiuildly
sUnuvresnslavasuan tulaasa (total institution) Tunisldannuaududimung
Y9353NA 19U 15aneIu1a AFTNIESUAIINNY NIgNAS1TUNINAIUABINITYBINAALUTEUY
ulley AseudNtnsletinvesuyudlugalnl unsnunduailey ‘AN’ aunseualan
guulslimedndrintianain lunisvaenasuuigefniniewanlalagn1sadagiung

< = & [ L ! ad 1 ! (3 '
vuguesnilune dadunisaseuiilagfausssuniudsnisivad suuuulvel uianalvl
lugsfianuausigg (Dworkin and Wachs, 2009) 8nfiaagagu 1mn5suni “ae q9la”

Mweunsinulavansenenielaganfingdens lunisluslunuianaladsuaueuainnig

AT BRNLUY wazuTuussluntihmelsunsuasuiimes (RW13n nnadin, 2559)

nszuaLMsmandageuliifuiundaves fiwa Wing Aldndninisaseuiives
srunaiinszvhredeussesaulugaaielniviiliin “Fouseduirusuaeudie” (Docile
Body) lunisasanszuannuadsladuadinaluaiuaisninuei aunseiafanginssalu
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Thai beauty ad: 'Just being white, you will win' -
CNN.com
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