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SUCHADA SUJJASUNTAWAMITRI : VIEWS OF PSYCHOLOGISTS ON THE CONTENT OF
VIDEC GAMES AND THE IMPACT UPON THE YOUTH. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF.
“VIPHA UTAMACHANT. 106 pp. ISEN 874-333-125-5

The objectives of this research are 1) to examine the content of various types of video
games, 2) to examine the views of psychologists on the content of video games currently
available in Thai society and 3) lo examine the views of psycheologists on the impact of video
game content upon the development of the intellectual ability, the mental and emotional state,
including the behavior and performance of young video game players. Basically, this is a
qualitative research method, using theories and concepts relating to the perception of behavioral
criteria and soclal intellect, concepts relating to the influence of television upon the youth,
concepts relating to the youth and video games and concepts relating to the impact of video
games upon the youth as framework in data anéulysis.

The findings of the research are as follows. Psychologists opine that the content of
video games currenlly available in Thai society can be classified as construclive and
destructive. Overall, they are not suitable for the youth. The most popular video games contain
vivid violent, aggressive and destructive acls. Psychologically, the content of these video games
has a direct impact upon the development of the intelleclual ability, the mental and emotional
stale, including the behavior and performance of young players both on the positive and
negative sides. It all depends on the players' behavior, iype:sinf video game they choose to
play, including other fundamental factors such as parents’ surveillance, social relations of the
young as well as their ability to differentiate the story of the game from social reality. Games
containing adventurous acts, fighting or _shooting are likely. to have a negative impact upon the
youth: they tend to lead to aggressive and wiolent behavior. On the ceonfrary, games containing
sports aclivities, puzzles or quiz are likely to have a posiive impact upon the youth: they
tend to increase certain skills in the players, e.g. sporis, creativity, effort, prudence etc. Both
the positive and negative impact of various types of video games can be leamed and applied
to real - life 'situations.
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