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The objective of this researchis to analyze the action of Japan’s disaster
relief in Southeast Asia by using the concept of ‘Soft Balancing’ to propose that the
strategy of the Japanese to Southeast Asia post Cold War period was different from
the period after World War II. Japan has given more important tool through its
military strategy by non-combat in order that countries in Southeast Asia do not feel
that Japan is a threat to them. At the same time, this strategy will also promote a
friendship image of Japan in comparative with China’s threat image. The result found
that, China’s increasingly prominent role, conflict in region as well as disaster
situations occurring continual in Southeast Asia are the driving force and opportunity
for Japan to show a potential role in terms of network among spokes and enhance

positive image of disaster relief in the region for soft balancing with China.
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° Tsuneo Akaha, "Japan's Comprehensive Security Policy: A New East Asian Environment," Asian
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(March/April 2002): 284.
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