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# # 5680105322 : MAJOR COMPARATIVE LITERATURE

KEYWORDS: DEVELOPMENT / REPRESENTATION / OTHERNESS
CHADAPORN  SUVANNARAT: IN THE DEEP JUNGLE: CRITIQUING
DEVELOPMENT DISCOURSE IN PHET PHRA-UMA SERIES. ADVISOR: ASST.
PROF. DR.SIRIPORN SRIWARAKAN, 127 pp.

This thesis aims to analyse the jungle and human representation related to
development discourse within the Thai social and cultural contexts presented in the Phet
Pra-Uma series. According to the study, it was found that the jungle in the main story was
represented as a place where development and indigenousness coexisted. The jungle
was divided into three zones. Each zone showed different levels of development. The first
zone was a city in the jungle and it represented civilization. The second one was the
surveyed jungle and it represented Thai territory referring to the place under the
government’s control. The third zone was referred to as the lost jungle and it represented
challenges from others. Moreover, wild animals and plants in this series interacted and

showed the critique of the development discourse.

In addition, this series presented human and development discourse
through the interaction between different human characters in terms of race and
gender. Regarding race, the novel showed the development discourse by presenting the
main Thai characters demonstrating the combination of civilization and indigenousness
as ideal characters. The beautiful culture of Thais was represented as more civilized than
that of Westerners who were lost in the jungle. The novel also presented satire against
the Thai social context showing inappropriate development of the Thai
government. Regarding gender, the novel represented females in terms of danger,

strength and otherness.
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