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The purpose of punishment from Confucius’s perspective is self-correction of the
wrongdoer, which he expects, will lead to protection of people, social stability and moral
norms, and his conception of punishment belongs to the Rehabilitation Theory. Confucius
believes that one of the most important things to be concerned about when trying to make
upright the wrongdoer is that it should make the wrongdoer understand what moral norm
his action has violated and how he should take responsibility for it. The roles of punishment
are to condemn the wrongdoing committed and to turn the wrongdoer to look back and
realize his wrongdoing. Punishment does not merely aim to produce fear to deter
wrongdoing without any improvement in understanding of appropriate norms. This is
reflected in the way Confucius often teaches the correct moral norm as he “punishes” his
friend and disciples which is an affirmation of such norms to the wrongdoer. As the
wrongdoer realizes his wrongdoing, Confucius hopes that he will not commit the same act
again and moves on to cultivate himself, and that such realization will consequently lead

to protection of society and moral norms.
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