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## 4185132428 : MAJOR JOURNALISM

KEY WORD: POLITICAL CONTENT/ NEWS CONTENT / NEWSPAPER
MATANA CHAROENWONGSE : ANALYSIS OF POLITICAL NEWS CONTENT IN DAILY
NEWSPAPERS.THESIS ADVISOR : ASSOC.PROF.SATIEN CHEYPRATUB, Ph.D. 174 pp.
ISBN 974-13-1160-5

The purpose of this research was to investigate different political news contents. Contents
relating to individual matters of politicians and those dealt with policy, interpretative and neutral
contents, human interest and development news, positive and negative stories of each individual
and types of newspapers were compared. Content analysis and case study were the techniques
used in the study. 184 issues of four different newspapers, The Matichon, ThaiPost, ThaiRath,
DailyNews, were randomly selected. The coverage of government censure debate was the case

study explored. Chi-square was the main statistics used to test the hypotheses.

The results of each individual newspaper studied showed that there were:

- More attacking rather than supporting contents in the news relating to government and
members of parliament.

- More contents about individual and personalized of politicians than policy.

- More interpretative contents than human interest contents.

- More negative than positive contents.

The study also revealed that quantity newspapers contained more individual-personalized,
human interest and positive contents than quality newspapers. The above findings were, by and
large, confirmed by the result of the case study. Besides, the case study found that these
newspapers put special emphasis on news relating to political strategies and polling. Dramatization

of news and tampering news with reporters’ opinion was widespread in these newspapers.
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