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GRISIEEROIGEN

Sukhum, Bangkok

Your telegram received. | congratulate you upon the success of your mission.
According to the report at hand it appears that the tiles at the Ambara Palace are quite
useless in which case architects should be consulted what kind of liles should be used
and to have them ready to replace the old ones in the dry season.

(M.R.) Siamindr
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Varese
August 6 1907
To His Royal Highness

Prince Sommot Amoramak
Mon Prince,

According to His Majesty’s order | have the honor to forward herewith enclosed,
plan, drawing and estimate for the covered verandah to be erected over the terrace
near the Bronze Room of the Phrathinang Amphon Sathan. The said drawings and
Estimate are to be submitted to His Majesty’s consideration, and | shall feel extremely
obliged if Your Royal Highness would bring to His Majesty’s knowledge that the delay in
preparing project and Estimate is due to the fact that | have been compelled to apply to
Bangkok for ékéct plan and elevation of the Palace, as the plan shown to me by His

Royal Highness Prince Sanprasat, in Milan, were not enough detailed.

The work as Your Royal Highness can see from the annexed specification
cannot be finished before the return to Bangkok of His Majesty, as the makers ask 80
days to deliver the work on board steamer Genua, from date of order.

Should His Majesty be still desirous of having the work done | will endeavour to
hasten the execution of the work and see that the same be shipped without delay.

I shall return to Siam next month, leaving Genoa on the 11m of September, and
up to that date | will remain here in Varese (Como) where | deem it a great honor and
favor to receive His Majesty’s further commands and orders.

| have the honor to remain Your Royal Highness

Most obedient servant

[C. Allegri] Engineer-in-Chief P.W.D.
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(Copy)
No.309/128 Public Works Department

Office of the Engineer in Chief
Bangkok 19lh October 1909.

His Excellency Chow Phya Yomaraj
Minister for Local Government.
Your Excellency,

| have the honour to submit to your Excellency the herewith enclosed proposals
of Mr. Ferro for the painting of the Anantasamakom Palace.

Mr. Ferro suggests that the history of some great events of the history of Siam
or of the present dynasty be drawn up, he could then select four important events to
decorate the three cupolas and the wall in front of the Throne. The rest of the vaulls
forming ceiling of the Palace could be decorated with allegorical figures and with
painting taken from life.

If Mr. Ferro is granted to remain in Italy to prepare the whole bozzetti he will do
it in six months time, but | think that his request, to be paid £120 Sterling a month for
that period, is a very high one. | would propose that Mr. Ferro, if allowed to remain in
ltaly, be paid for that period only Ticals 1200 a month and this in accordance with the
money fixed in the budget of the Public Works Department. In my opinion | would
suggest that Mr. Ferro be allowed to remain in Italy should he accept the pay of Ticals
1200 a month for that period and for the following reasons :-

(1) Mr. Ferro will have his work greatly facilitated, as he would have a chance to
study all details referring to the architectural part of the decoration from the painting of
the Italian Renaissance to be found in many towns in Italy.

(2) Mr. Ferro would find easier assistance in the study of the various bozzetti be
from models, be from assistant artists.

(3) The Phratinang Anantasamakom Administration would economize the sum of

about Tical 400 a month for six months owing to the difference of pay to Mr. Ferro, who

nassziamanianidaonis wiznrisaia
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coming to Siam would be entitled to £120 Sterling, or about Tical 1600, while if he
accepts to remain in Italy he would draw only Tical 1200.

(4) Remaining in ltaly Mr. Ferro would be entitled to no pay from the day the
bozzetti will be forwarded to Bangkok to the day he would be ordered to come to
Bangkok to execute the work.

| have the honour to remain

Your Excellency’s
most obedient servant
(Sd) C. Alfegri.
Engineer-in-Chief-of Public Wks. Department.
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(Copy)

(Translation)
Proposals made by Mr. Ferro in regard to the painting of the Phratinang

Anantasamakom.

| find indipensable that a model, be in wood or in plaster of Paris, in the scale
1:20, of all the parts to be decorated, be made so as to give me an exact idea of how
the decoration will be when they will be executed in natural size and to enable me to
harmonize the colours of the paintings and ornamentations with the different tones of
the coloured marble, freezes of gres, bronzes, grazing, elc, etc, etc, The study of such
decoration made on paper deside being a very hard work for the painter, who must
reproduce also all architectural parts to have an exect idea of the whole concern, never
succeeds in convey to him the exect idea of what will be the decoration when
completed and the more when the surfaces to be decorated are curved ones, as the
three half Domes of the Apses and the Domical vaults forming ceiling of the Throne
Hall.

In regard to the paintings and the frescoes to be made inside the Throne Hall |
would lay before your consideration the following proposals:-

A) On the wall fronting the Throne and on the vauits of the three Apses, being
of a considerable large surface, painting of an imposing character could be made, and
these could be choosen out of some of the most important events of the present
dynasty or out of the History of Siam. For this it is indispensable that | should be
provided with an exect history of such events. Out of these | could then select the
motives for four grand frescoes. It is understood, should | prepare the bozzetti
(skeches) here in Turin, that these will be of a simple design only indicating in outlines
the subject of the painting as it will be necessary for a complete study that | should be
on the spot where | could study cutoms addresses and all details attached to facts
which have happened many years or centuries ago.

B) On the Domical vaults i.e. on all the other vaults forming the continuous

ceiling of the Throne Hall, | would keep on with the classical architectural character of
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the building. The same could be decorated with European allegorical paintings
representing, moral qualities, uses, customs, wealths, commerce, agriculture, etc, etc, of
Siam. Between these allegorical paintings encased in chiaroscuro or colored motives
decorated with festoons cupids etc. etc. we could form panels on which could be
reproduced, from life, the various attitude of the people, its customs, feasts processions
etc, etc, | am of the opinion that these panels of a living character, will not prejudice in
any way the classical style of the whole building, as the same do not form part of it, but
would simply serve with its vivid colors and with its moving lines to give life to the
severe magritude of the Hall.

For the execution of the bozzetti | ask six months time, time very limited indeed

if one thinks of the improtance of the building. | will start work the day | will be
telegraphed that my proposals have been accepted and while the model in wood or
plaster will be made | could begin to study the decorative motives, going if necessary to
inspect the works of Arts of the Italian classical Renaissance.

Aftter 6 months, and on Mr. Rigotti's approval, the bozzetti would be forwarded
to Bangkok to be submitted to H.M.'s approval.

While | will be engaged in this work, | shall be forced to give up alt my private
work; therefore | ask to be considered for that period of time as an official of the Public
Works Department with the pay which has been agreed to by His Excellency Chow
Phya Yomaraj as per your letter dated 4lh January 1908 i.e. £120 sterling per month.

If I ask here the same pay as | should be entitled in Bangkok, it is because it is
entirely indifferent to me to de the bozzetti here or in Bangkok. The great advantage to
do it here, whould be for the opportunity offered to mo to consult and study with greater
facility the works of art left by our greatest Artists of the Rinascimento, and take
advantage of the models and of all the ornamental details which would suit our purpose.

if on the other hand Siamese Government indifferent of the advantages my work
could obtain by allowing me to remain here, would prefer that [ should return at once to
Bangkok, | am disposed to do so.

The new conditions of my agreement to be:-

a) Contract for 3 years.
b) £80 for passage from ltaly to Bangkok.
c) £80 for passage from Siam to ltaly.

)

d) £120 per month.
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As a guarantee to the Siamese Government whenever they should agree that |
could prepare the bozzetti here in ltaly, | propose that half of my pay i.e. £60 be paid to
me here monthly and the other half, be paid to me after arrival of the bezzetti in
Bangkok.

(Signed) C. Ferro.
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(copy)
No. 309/128 Public Works Deparment

Office of the Engineer in Chief.
Bangkok 19" October 1909.
His Excellency Chow Phya Yomaraj
Minister for Local Government.
Your Excellency,

| have the honour to submit to Your Excellency the herewith enclosed proposals
of Mr. Ferro for the painting of the Anantasamakom Palace.

Mr. Ferro suggests that the history of some great events of the history of Siam
or of the present dynasty be drawn up, he could then select four important events to
decorate the three cupolas and the wall in front of the Throne. The rest of the vaulls
forming ceiling of the Palace could be decorated with allegorical figures and with
painting taken from life.

If Mr. Ferro is granted to remain in Italy to prepare the whole bozzetti he will do
it in six months time, but | think that his request, to be paid £120 Sterling a month for
that period, is a very high one. | would propose that Mr. Ferro, if allowed to remain in
Italy, be paid for that period only Ticals 1200 a month and this in accordance with the
money fixed in the budget of the Public Works Deparment. In my opinion | would
suggest that Mr. Ferro be allowed to remain in Italy should he accept the pay of Ticals
1200 a month for that period and for the following reasons :-

)] Mr. Ferro will have his work greatly facilitated, as he would have a
chance to study all details referring to the architectural part of the decoration from the
paintings of the ltalian Renaissance to be found in many towns in Italy.

(2) Mr. Ferro would find easier assistance in the study of the various
bozzetti be from models, be from assistant artists.

3) The Phratinang Anantasamakom Administration would economize the
sum of about Ticals 400 a month for six months owing to the difference of pay to Mr.
Ferro, who coming to Siam would be entitled to £120 Sterling, or about Ticals 1600,

white if he accepts to remain in Italy he would draw only Ticals 1200.
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(4) Remaining in Italy Mr. Ferro would be entitled to no pay from the day
the bozzetti will be forwarded to Bangkok to the day he would be ordered to come to

Bangkok to execute the work.

| have the honour to remain
Your Excellency's
most obedient servant
(Sd) C. Allegri.
Engineer-in-Chief of Public Wks.

Department.
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(copy)
(Translation)

Proposals made by Mr. Ferro in regard to the painting of the Phratinang
Anatasamakom.

| find indispensable that a model, be in wood or in plaster of Paris, in the scale
1:20, of all the parts to be decorated, be made so as to give me an exact idea of how
the decoration will be when they will be executed in natural size and to enable me to
harmonize the colours of the paintings and ornamentations with the different tones of
the coloured marble, freezes of gres, bronzes, glazing, etc, etc, The study of such
decoration made on paper beside being a very hard work for the painter, who must
reproduce also all architectural parts to have an exact idea of the whole concern, never
succeeds in convey to him the exact idea of what will be the decoration when
completed and the more when the surfaces to be decorated are curved ones, as the
three half Domes of the Apses and the Domical vaults forming ceiling of the Throne
Hall.

In regard to the paintings and the frescoes to be made inside the Throne Hall |
would lay before your consideration the following proposals:-

A) On the wall fronting the Throne and on the vaults of the three Apses, being
of a considerable large surface, painting of an imposing character could be made, and
these could be choosen out of some of the most important events of the present
dynasty or out of the History of Siam. For this it is indispensable that | should be
provided with an exact history of such events. Out of these | could then select the
motives for four grand frescoes. It is understood, should | prepare the bozzetti
(sketches) here in Turin, that these will be of a simple design only indicating in outlines
the subject of the painting as it will be necessary for a complete study that | should be
on the spot where | could study customs dresses and all details attached to facts which
have happened many years or centuries ago.

B) On the Domical vaults i.e. on all the other vaults forming the continuous
ceiling of the Throne Hall, | would keep on with the classical architectural character of

the building. The same could be decorated with European allegorical paintings
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representing, moral qualities, uses, customs, wealths, commerce, agriculture, etc. etc, of
Siam. Between these allegorical paintings encased in chiaroscuro or colored motives
decorated with festoons cupids etc. etc., we could form panels on which could be
reproduced, from life, the various attitude of the people, its customs, feasts processions
etc. etc. | am of the opinion that these panels of a living character, will not prejudice in
any way the classical style of the whole building, as the same do not from part of it, but
would simply serve with its vivid colors and with its moving lines to give life to the
severe magnitude of the Hall.

For the execution of the bozzetti | ask six months time, time very limited indeed
if one thinks of the importance of the building. | will start work the day | will be
telegraphed that my proposals have been accepted and while the model in wood or
plaster will be made | could begin to study the decorative motives, going if necessary to
inspect the works of Arts of the Italian classical Renaissance.

After 6 months, and on Mr. Rigotti's approval, the bozzetti would be forwarded
to Bangkok to be submitted to H.M.’s approval.

While | will be engaged in this work | shall be forced to give up all my private
work; therefore | ask to be considered for that period of time as an official of the Public
Works Department with the pay which has been agreed to by His Excellency Chow
Phya Yomaraj as per your letter dated 4 th. January 1908 i.e. £120 sterling per month.

If | ask here the same pay as | should be entitied in Bangkok, it is because it is
entirely indifferent to me to do the bozzetti here or in Bangkok. The great advantage to
do it here, would be for the opportunity offered to me to consult and study with greater
facility the works of art left by our greatest Artists of the Rinascimento, and take
advantage of the models and of all the ornamental details which would suit our purpose.

If on the other hand the Siamese Government indifferent of the advantages my
work could obtain by allowing me to remain here, would prefer that | should return at
once to Bangkok, | am disposed to do so.

The new conditions of my agreement to be : -

a) Contract for 8 years.

b) £80 for passage form Italy to Bangkok.

c) £80 for passage from Siam to Italy.

d) £120 per month.

As a guarantee to the Siamese Government whenever they should agree that |

could prepare the bozzetti here in Italy, | propose that half of my pay i.e. £60 be paid to
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me here monthly and the other half, be paid to me after arrival of the bozzetti in

Bangkok.

(Signed) C. Ferro.
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(Copy)

Translated from the Italian.

C. Allegri Esqr.

Engineer-in-Chief, Public Works Department.
Dear Sir,

In answer to your letter dated 1" December 1909 | am sorry to inform you that |
cannot leave in March for Siam.

Having not received a prompt answer to my letter of last September, and
trusting that 1 would have been allowed to remain in Italy to make the bozzetto of the
decorative part of the Phrathinang Anantasamakhom, | have accepted the appointment
of Professor of painting at the Royal Academy of Fine Arts in Turin an promised to
substitute at the school, till next August, Professor Grosso who is leaving for America
next February. | beg you therefore to ask to His Majesty that | should be atlowed to
return in Siam only next August.

| beg you, also, to lay under the consideration of the Minister of Public Works
these further requests of mine, which | think necessary to have settled before hand so
as to avoid any possible cause of future misunderstandings.

‘ISI. That my contract be of £120 per month and to last 3 years, after which if my
contract is not dissolved that a leave of six months be granted to me on full pay.

2nd. That my travelling allowance be fixed at £100 to come to Siam and £100 to return
to Europe.

3rd. That being compelled to travel in lItaly or in foreign countries for the purpose of
inspecting some works of Art, which could help me in the study of the decorative part of
the Phrathinang Anantasamakhom, that a sum of £100 be granted to me.

4m. That a certain sum be granted me for the acquisition of books and artistic
architectural publications which would help me in the execution of the work.

Sm. That another some be granted to me for the purchase of colours varnishes etc. etc.

which are indispensable for the study and execution of the bozzetto.

wna Tl idmeaianiaonssy wirnsligie

®OMmo



6m. That a sum be forwarded to me, in anticipation, to cover the expenses above
mentioned, as | am in the imposibility to advance the expenses necessary for my
departure.
7th. | beg you to answer o me as soon as possible as, should the Siamese Government
not intend to accept these proposals of mine, to enable me to decide about other works
| have to execute.
Being sorry to give you the trouble of translating this letter of mine, | thank you
in anticipation,
And beg to remain
Yours truly

Sd./ C. Ferro
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Public Works Department,
No. Office of the Engineer in Chief.

Bangkok, 12" February 1909.
C. Ferro, Esqr.
Sir,

Your letter dated the 31%. December 1909 has been translated and
communicated to His Excellency Chow Phya Yomaraj, who has directed me to inform
you that he has been greatly disappointed of the contents of your letter, and that your
engagement with the Royal Academy of Fine Arts in Turin, while you were awaiting an
answer from Bangkok, is a breach of contract, which His Siamese Majesty’s
Government could take on account and withdraw forthwith all offers contained in His
Excellency Phya Sukum’s letter dated Jan. 4, 08. Notwithstanding this His Excellency
is still prepared to further avail of your services and engage you on 3 years contract
provided:

151.— You will dissolve yourself from your engagement and be ready to start for Siam not
later than the end of May.

2nd.— That your pay of £120- be paid in Ticals at the current rate of exchange of the last
day of the month in which it will be earned. Tcs.1200 of your pay to be paid by the
Public Works Department the rest from the Administration of the Phrathinang
Anantasamakhom (Throne Hall) No house allowance will be granted to you.

3rd.— That you engage yourself and promise to carry out with the utmost of your abilities

all the works entrusted to you without interruption and within a reasonable time, except

of course in case of sickness duly testified by a medical man, if necessary, appointed
by His Majesty’s Government.
4m.- That should you be compelled to leave Siam on account of sickness, you engage
yourself to substitute on your own conditions and terms within 3 months time a
competent artist able and willing to continue and complete you work.

tl

5h.- That no other reasons of whatever important or urgent nature they may be, will

entitle you to leave Siam before the work entrusted to you be completed.
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6.- That 6 months leave will be granted to you after your 3 years contract, on half pay,
should the Government retain any longer your services.
7.- That your travelling allowance be fixed at £80- from lItaly to Bangkok and £80- for
the return journey.
8”].- That should you find necessary before your departure to inspect some works of Art,
to enable you in the study of the decorative part of the Phrathinang Anantasamakhom,
His Siamese Majesty’s Government will refund you the fravelling expenses you will
have to incur and £2- daily for Hotel expenses during the time of your inspection.
9m.— That on your arrival in Bangkok, you give a list of the books and artistical
publications you will think necessary, indicating where they may be purchased. Such
books to remain property of the Department.
10.- That you purchase all colours and varnishes indispensable for the study and
execution of the bozzetti, to be forwarded to Bangkok by the firm against Bank draft.
11”1.- That in case of gross misconduct, disobedience of superior orders or gross
neglect of duty on your part, the Government be empowered to terminate the contract
without previous notice. In this case you will have no claim for any pay or allowance
occuring after such date, and for your return passage.
12m.- That the Government will supply you reasonable assistance to help you in
drawing and painting all architectural and decorative parts.
13m.— That you forward me not later than the 151. of April 1910 by telegram an answer of
your acceptance. Should you not answer by that time we will consider our proposition
of contract dissolved and free on both parties.
| have the honour to be
Sir,
Yours faithfully,

Engineer-in-Chief, Public Works Dept.
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