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# # 5637421738, 5637445838, 5637451538: MAJOR PSYCHOLOGY
CHONTICHA THADANUKOONWATTANA, TORFUN SITTHIRERK, THANUTCHA
CHANTHAPRATHEEP: STIGMA ATTITUDES TOWARD DEPRESSION: SOCIAL DISTANCE AND

HELPING BEHAVIORS. ADVISOR: DR. SUPALAK LUADLAI, 85 pp.

This study aims to explore an influence of public stigma attitudes toward Depression
Disorder and depressed patients on prosocial behaviors and social distance by using empathy
as a mediator. 384 undergraduate students living in Bangkok Metropolitan Region were divided
into two groups based on their own educational experience on abnormal psychology and
related subject. This study was a survey research which used 5 questionnaires that measure
Depression Disorder knowledge, stigma attitudes toward Depression Disorder, empathy,
prosocial behaviors and social distance. The results show that there was no significant relation
between depression disorder knowledge and stigma attitudes in both groups. Stigma attitude
showed positive and significant relation to social distance; while stigma attitude negatively and
significantly related to empathy. Further, empathy showed negative correlation with social
distance. Meanwhile, it showed positive correlation with prosocial behavior. In particular,
empathy was crucial considered as a significant mediator of the relation between stigma
attitude and social distance. However, empathy was not found to be the significant mediator of
the relation between stigma attitude and prosocial behavior. Finally, depression disorder
knowledge has neither the moderating effect on the relation between stigma attitudes and
empathy nor the relation between stigma attitudes and social distance, but has the negative

moderating effect on the relation between stigma attitudes and prosocial behavior.
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Academic Year: 2016 Student’s Signature
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