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MEDIEVAL PERIOD / SAMURAI CODE OF CHIVALRY / SHUN'EI / NISHIKIDO / KOSODE

SOGA / YOUCHI SOGA

CHATPONG SETSOMPOP: THE RELATIONSHIP OF SAMURAI BROTHERS IN NOH

PLAYS. ADVISOR : PROF. SIRIMONPORN SURIYAWONGPAISAL ,Ph.D., 123 pp.

This thesis aims at studying and comparing the form of relationship between

samurai brothers in 4 Noh plays: Shun'ei, Nishikido, Kosode Soga and Youchi Soga.

The study finds that all the 4 Noh plays are influenced by the Kamakura period's
code of chivalry in different degrees. Kamakura period's code of chivalry consists of
bravery and loyalty, that are required attributes to gain acceptance from allies, not morality
or gratitude. The Noh plays that samurai brothers characters followed the Kamakura
period's code of chivalry and have a good relationship are Kosode Soga and Youchi Soga.
The Noh play that can be interpreted in two ways is Nishikido. We may interpret that the bad
relataionship results from the way one of the brothers did not follow the code while the other
did. On the other hand, we may consider that as they were loyal to their own master, both of
them were following the code. The good relationship in the Noh play Shun'ei is found not

related to the code of chivalry.
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