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With the announcement of the Nobel Prize in Literature, Mo Yan, undoubtedly,
has already become a world-famous writer in the Chinese contemporary literary world.
His novels have become discussed in literary research, and by critics in recent years;
however, studies on humor in Mo Yan’s novels are not common. This thesis aims to
analyze the construction manner, emotional characteristics and spiritual connotation

of the humor in Mo Yan’s novels.

The research is divided into four parts: In part one, why Mo-type humor is funny,
from an objective and subjective perspective, is analyzed; in part two, the construction
manner of Mo-type humor is analyzed through literature, folk humor, and linguistics;
in part three, the emotional characteristics of Mo-type humor, which can be divided
into black humor, blue humor, gray humor and red humor are analyzed; in part four,
the spiritual connotation behind Mo-type humor, is analyzed. The spiritual analysis of
Mo-type humor indicates that it is regarded as the humor of ordinary people, and this

is reflected in social reality.

The results show that humor is an important characteristic of Mo Yan’s novels.
He creates humor using multiple techniques, which enhance the enjoyment and
entertainment value of his work. In this research, the emotional characteristics of Mo-
type humor are categorized into various types to present a systematic analysis of the
humor found in his novels. It is hoped that by investigating his work and analyzing
the humorous characteristics in his novels, people will have a better understanding of

the humor found in Chinese social culture.
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B A R N, X NV TEIE RIFIR 2 53, PREIH “ B S 0 LR )\
WAL BB TG E NIE S on A TR AL G =
W, HEWEASSMRMEME, DREHFMANEET LS. SRS
RELEY, WigH “R/NIL” BIEH, T2 RSl 8 5 A UK,
EEEW, WigH TIEE. TR, RERIBEZARTIE, StHSBsLi g
e AT W YRR RERE,  ANTAT NS 1 /N U B 5 R

1.4.4 “FHEMER”

“HEMER” TETE T PN “blue humor” , [RUAZEIE R “blue”
HEFEEWTHANME, BT ERR “HEEOK” 4, SERR. BEMNEE, i
“blue talk ( R F ) 7 B “blue movies/films (T EHE) 7, “blue

CMR, PETIMRIR ST AT (Ab Rt btk Rk, 1981 4E), 5 4 7.

UERE, “UCENBUMERBARER, 7 (s, hEISA R, BRAE, 2012
), I

YRR, P BARIRSCERE TS, BR 4 L

NS, EEEEUWENETIE (FEg . RIgAMESE B, 2006 4F), &7 T
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revolution”  CPEMETEO o “HEHRE “I OB ” —BROEAE “BONHBR”
PORIRADEHE WAE “FBT7 o “FRWE” , MR E Rk — R 5 i e
Ao EEMBT —MBRTE CEYEE MM ER, AR B, B R
MRt sromgl, HRRMRENWER . —2W &5 L3 B s ZHRHIER .
TRERMIITEAIER TR =R BOE A AR IS R AR AN R
VXt St ik BERRT . TR A IR OB R, 7 B

M ZE BRI, R EmER” MEE RS TIRZAKMEFEFEE, Aril
R2Z NEBEIEN T AMER B AT, 22880 CildmEAE kA Bk L b7
] B A A R SIS AR ) DA BE A SRR « IEREN (B E 0 B
Al BRI NI T A 2R &, iR “sEamB” FREIREANL, o
ARSIk, XATFE R ST R, B DLKRUEE (1% €k B2 A
AR . HIFARR U A B A AU, SR I IR 2 N HE7E i
&, JUHGRAE 2 B ARG I WKk SR, JHESR AR B O = 1) 3 (ke BR
B BN IR E N RAE TS AN AT SR (1) — 355, AT A s “ 387 e BT
SKEAAM, TEMI KRR RE I RRE . HANZEERTREHEE
U, FERRE WIS T 8 H peik B L ek B s A B RCR, el R ai#
RFEZE], EGHARIN—L8 “THOER” REIRIRUR, BRE T S IR AR .

25w “38 7 BT A A S 2 Re il R 7 o0 B 27 K P A 2
OB REREAT 00T, BN T “BEE”  (Relief Theory) , fRFE AN IHIE
. BTEEMPTREE . BRI CRBGL T DN ER S A ORI K —
il % M AUBE AL, “ Alexander Brain,Herbert Spencer 7E 1 [£) On the physiology of
Laughter 1, N IE KL RER I A AAEMEH, 5l FE01E. SRET#HE
I R R E R . WEMMEERE, WZEEMWRIE T g M Z A
. 7 1B IR T G SR AE S A M BR A )0 BRI ATLINE 4 L WA BR S — Atk
BREIRIL,  “UFZEIGEAEH B EAREE R, Rk RN

I RE,
141-142 TH.

COMEY, WERETY S (

O RkSTH, . S
FAt, 2012 4F), 5516 T1.

E}ng B MR, 2013 4E), %5 53 7.

BB N B A
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o BT i AR LSRR . 7 T AABATTI BUR ] WL 2 R AT G R
M Re s, TR I AR B — ELARRE IO SR 8 2 i tH A BRI RCR

AR FALBUR R, E T ARRE D L R A, 5 o 8 SR R EAL
B EREZ A RVFA IS 2 A, EAHUBRBHEREE, Bk EA
K, MEERJLTHRLRN—MER, KBEMEAMTLR, BRI
S T AR R AL AT SR R AR A G KAL), AITH
BEERELZHBERAR N W 1, (HEBRESNER, MITERNER
I 0 i B KR B b SRR O A 1 U, gtk R it tH Sk, TR A2 AT TR

o MEMZZAREAWIBN T HEEB T ARG A, Wl 5 ATy
ISR, MR 2 A0 P ZE K IH b Bk B L G 2 =, i (IRER =18) %

1.4.5 IR 5 BR

WTAF AR “OIREHER” IR 2 BRI S F ER s TR E X, SR
AfaH IR EHERZ R NTTE QRS ARUTHIE L A= A i) —Phela 2R, ¢
A AE AL 2B AR AR, AT T 2K 5 i BR R 3R P 0 138 ) 5 A

o 7 BRI CREMERIEN R —FRIE NN O TR ITHER, SRR
AKBT o TRHREMFERENG S H, KO R ER AT RFT R Bl &
O, A EREE . BRZENRE. E B LEYRB
T B AN B I R AR N M gm0 515, LR 7 0k S e B X RS R
B, DERMEIR, FERE iz i, b A% E5lREE. 7 UEEFH
(RBREL TG S5lcd) « 80 e AT WaBR L B (8] B A5 B8 0 Bl 2R AN
R 0 7 R AR RFE H T 2L & o

HILE IR EERIE M R %, RIMAWE—F
FERE SO AL B2 R I —MHAR 02, TR AR T B N A . B RIR T =
AR, BORE — P IRARUR R8T, EE 2 5 214 AT SR 5 1 B
BT TS “REMER” LLEARBIY 2 “ BB, 6 BRI T X ) 2
FETAIER ], WMk EEMFHER “Bif” A wEE” , sHERINEARRL

A, Mi(i@ L/@ﬁ/*ﬂ%rimthﬁmi 1987 £ 12 H), #5101 ®
©OZRMESS, HAERIE S E)ﬁ?tﬂﬁfiﬁ 1993 ), 5 100 7.
R, CER: LR BEA AR AF], 2013 &),
320 T.
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AR RS, RN IR DM S dbm A5 T B4 NIk,
M A —Fofr 1 A7 1 77 3R A 8 I PR AL I o 2R K0 50 2 — e TR 1Y
K, NVIRZAEBA T awis KA .

1.4.6 L e R

A 20 S )\HEAR, RIDEFOIE T “EB” K50, @ (5 RTF
K 4, At F—Fh AR MR — b7 i PR 2k 1 T 2ok S0
ARG AT SRR IE, DR AR 2 L E U ST S5 B 1 SR I 5K

PRibZAh, WA LR SRS S R VR R0 “ AL BB AT T AE
R, WREmED (IR DA BRI O A ZR) | FRRmE
A7 AN M ER 00 B A A K A SR 2R ) T 4 BB A AR R
MmN CERE T DA NG #A B T RPERE S 18«4 iR i ok
HIEFIEER T b, RIEE R, EEm. FISEIAREN . METE
EHATAE R M N BRI B E R EOORAKTE L RO
WR KEJESA T, HILXFE—FEm . BRWREE S &EAE, Do Rm Ei a4
NNEE, AR ESE R EAR K. B R, WOR AR . BdErA
AL EANRHERIRCR . 7 AT B ER 7 Oy P I TR AR ) £ R
BB, WA 20 b S B A AR 1 S

ATt A N B L0, i, Fap. B, WA — & NBUE A
MR, L0l “ R EIL P58 T MR E A g sh =4, & —Fh
HAhERaBeE 0, NEERRNBUARIES” 2. RIBFIDR, BAR
AR LE NPk o FA i ) B AR D2zt 22, A AT O AT SR UL 3 TR SR 1
LA, B/RMIRBUE NS, FEBUA IR, @ ANEREXMBRIRBUE . H
fife 55 v ) WA BR O SRR N AL M R A B

P X, DA SRR B A G
B AR, 2013 4F), &5 281 L.
O, & Bt A [ A
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1.5 B R VE

EHEW VR E B E AR R A R s KR A, EEARKR
AL CEFEE ) o CBEDY . (Y L (CGEFLUIEED) . (BEXE) . (R
W s ) (EEMD) o (BT HRIREERKRFERA. S
WHIBAAEAGE SR /N ERE A, S AN GNED) et 7 —HEY
ARAAR, R T HT R E A S BRI, R ZEREAE —E L0 B
BR. () B P E SR EE, AR 2l BE A KR 1 2T
4 = BBV R S BGA I BIRT . CEFLALED) Apilad )R B ol 1
tarh “EFREL WEKEEE, R SOR AU RN 52 S R )
R AR R AWM T P E 20 DR BUEIR . (EEREFE) R Ik
HITE F KSR 7 AR RS B E, 5k T ARIRI R IR 4, filid TIRZ
R ERTERL . CRERAE D) DL T 35 0% TR RAESE AR ER, K
o RS JZ AR A BURF 22 8] ) 24 B SAR AT/ N B AR B 2L g BRI B2 . CRELA DD
MRF IR A . JERRALIITE 5« BIE) S5 A S5 A SRR A X AN U e T o

SIS W AR

FHNEF R T R F LR SE, BEA TR e ER)
(UKD AT CPREEETERI e N) » IXJLER TR /NIRRT 3 5 AR R R
AU, I T R E AR O ZARERITIE, Rl (RO EER) R
S RO AR A

Rtz Ah, EEICIER TR E - RN (AT 2D, IXER /D
WENZ DAL T 2 W ARZKENNIIKENE, BEM, HEERI

RRKE I EATRER .

1.6 BT %

AW FEIE T R TR S X R T M T 75
VEXRF RS /N ) B BRI T IR AN TRV
1.6.1 T T L5 /NG SCAR FRURCEE /N HR ) i R T
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1.6.2 AW FH W AR A . T S FUAR IS B RS 3o
1.6.3 F3 BT 525 /N Ui A4 S 1 R 1) 7 2 0% g BRAE /N R ) B SR D 3K
1.6.4 LG5t R, IR A 7T R S FE i

L7HARX

L7.1 0120 54 1 DLrb B SO s A I T A ER 1 07 200 52 5 /0 Ul AT e BRI
T T

L72 R T HFBMIES ¥ O LRIEWE S 2 s B 72 i

25 W SR BRI DU AR IR R, 48 LW B 2UF IR Z RS 4 AL iR

1.7.3 35 7068 o [ A 2 SO P A ER RS E AR ATRAN 1 i



CHRERIE
2.1 EE /MBI RIR

SFSE IR, M 20 80 ERESTH =T ZHEMIIE, HAKT
ML, 030 RIS, EEWEET 2 MR SRR, %
A (EEHABR , BLENGT RS, (LR RS AL 1992 4 8 A IR
(EEWARED , B, RENRHBBH 2005 FHRR: FLIEA FES % 3
Giv; PRBEUKGRIEN (EEWFRERL , IR SCE HRRAE 2006 4E 5 A HfRG (3
SO, BRBEBI g, JLRURE ML 2013 4 1 AR (REE RIS SC
Wom) , FEEMM T2 E%, Ul AR RF L 2013 4 7 AR

BT A2 MmN CEE I RBIE®G CEm) Fit, &2 5 2012
F, TWEFMMBLIRIOIA 158/, MHR3CH IR, XJLF “HEH” &
BPeAiR, #HHGEK, Sl EAZEHHEA——FH, FEH—THL
W, EHG RN FER:

B (BB L ——3EF0) |, RRITTE R 2004 FF 800

KREE: (FERNEEF BT , BB 2005 #4183

k. (R E RS @M — D EIELL) , HARRY 2009
FER R

i (FEF ISR , EH AR 2010 F R

T CESAUER BB , LR KE 2011 FH R

ARG COBIRIEE M S/ ——F 4070 31 22 R 130 55 5 1A b i
Y, BHKE 2012 AR

igdE: (EEMHEAMMHANRT —— A EER TR SR
TR K2 2013 AF 850

EER: (EFPURMELIIEEN) , 2K 2014 FF 505,

A, EARAER LS F TR R H IR B R A L SR B, (HATF A AR
BRI B S A SCH BT E, B 7R R — T LA


http://123.233.119.36/kcms/detail/search.aspx?dbcode=CDFD&sfield=au&skey=%e5%bb%96%e5%a2%9e%e6%b9%96&code=07538811;
http://123.233.119.36/kcms/detail/search.aspx?dbcode=CDFD&sfield=au&skey=%e6%96%8b%e8%97%a4%e6%99%b4%e5%bd%a6&code=28471606;
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2.1.1 A “RA” EAVIARBIBER

IEFERIRZ T AE NRIBEE. RIALY . RIESCHES . RIEAFHET
HEAVIAN BT EE W “ENEEBNSE” . BBNEKESN (FER
[B] SCAL IR 2 AR e 5 307 SO AR S W M — 5 5 BRI R (B SO A RSB AL) Y
JIYE K2 2004 FERILAR ST, SRR 55 /N UL R B AU AT T L, IF5
7 RS RIEFEESFERESRR, BHESH “BEE” WEXH
FWE S TN LS SCEAMER RIBAE R A) L ARITTE RS 2010 A5
TWsC, SCEFFENEATIVEAI AT 7SS NI RS E, S ERE
MRRR . B SRS TS N AELARE G e R GRBE s /ML BIER
A1) L ZRIMYE R 2013 AR LR 3.

212 MES /DU T AR IR

IR AN EFT DR ZEAER . BHEAER . ILEER. X
BRR . RRIEESE, WEREN (KTt ) . &R K 2005
TS, ST NP AN GOHAT T2, FHRIN TES
KT HE LRI 5k GREF /DR AL R 5 E i) |
I RITE R 2 2013 4RRLE8 S0, SCHARERR A2 0) 5 5 /NP BR S N DT AT
T RGO, YR RS S A A i 2 B IR 2T R LB Uy
FEAMTE S AU KRR, WiKkE R (FRE. KERGERFELRR) , &
WSS RARI R IEESS, A T RGN BOREN (EERRRMN
WA Y R R RIBIE) , BT 2009 FEMI 11830, FHR TR F X
FEEBRRRIEER, AT TR0 28 s ES S /M ) LE Y
M, gkEr) RES/AGTFRJLERS) , #MK%E 2007 FRLIRSC, 4
T ILERSHERREG R, HHR T IILERSMIEEES S8R

2.1.3 MEF /D UME T KRB

BUFER T /MU — KT, AR 1A BEOE 055 /N UK 18 S A i)
Z, WiKMSER GRESF/ARMAEZAR) , WARKS 2011 FW L, L&
MR TBE . BEEILA . ARSI HER RS S NN EZR: F
WX ERE ) CBEE /DAY 5 2005 FEAEN RS RS, IR TS E M
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A H AR AL BUF A S AR SRR “AE N B EE” RRFE
JEU, WSS BUERIE . dREE B, 5 E R AU 7T N DL
NIV

T PGAERUE ERUTTH, AR 22 T T R B AR T S B N R T
Al ARZIFEER R T LR a5 50, WRBRIR ) (E /RS 5 5L
HHBEZ)N UL EEEETT) 5 2014 SRR SR S, BLLRET T 75 20 #r
SE /DU AR S5 A RN BN ORI SE—— R = 5 /AU i
FRUEALEH) 5 2013 FERRIGITIE R =M L0, CLRE IR TR F AN IR
VEAND) . FEMERETT . RMER R . SRUERCE AN, JFR S SRR A X
e i) = NI

O 55 /INBAERRAL RUR KU AIBIE 7E o B <z O AE XA B 4 I o K
FWTITS F R T IR A2 19, IR BRI 5T 5 B8 SR o A
b, R A IANERKES 1) GESER SAEm A — £ 5 R EIE SR
Hr) 5 AABIE RS 2003 AR, R EEMELAR. BETFRKE DK
AarEAR, TRITHE GRS F /N UCHAENALATE) 2006 4F T P MR A
W, XES T =S S R A R IES, JF
SGIBNIE I S w TN = ANV RV G A:0) 5 A S PR =R KT et o1 B G e =R N 7
FIAERALRF ) 5 2006 4F Ltk S RHABEI 11030, X0 SO 3 2 B4
FIAEXR AL B 18 70 A 1 3 5 /N AL AN S AR b i 5, 9 Hb R 1 35/
VOERR ARt A s S AR s W SO 3 AhEA 2R 1 (3
FANAERAAER ALY , B E KT 2007 FRLWRSE, SCEAT T EE /N HIE
ALK BLE . NIER . S, BTN RN R4

RJa M EE /AN IR T AT . B ATR 2 AT IUE IE R
AN B RBERE, FT N R R AE, QR TAE
(BRFRENEKERE) » JRBORIME B 2012 IR0 £ 30
CAF RN SCAE RIS T » MRS 2014 L850, BERIRSCN
AN R R AR . KRNI HBGRRFE . TR /MR 5 XU K s
A ar AN E 5 A 5 B RIEAS DDA D5 AT 1R EAbr CGEE X EfE
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GNP R —— IR S DB ER) SN TR (L F)
FHO 2007 4 43 XITTE R (RES NS RAEFERRX) , LRI R
Tk GESBRFERRO 2007 4 3 B,

214 MEF /L “EELIPSLE L KA IR

WEF XTI, WHE 2 0 BRSO “ BEXIILSE X7 Ak
Gy Fe “BEZJIRIZE S N SEE R IR, X 7 THI IR SCEE A 2006 4 JE 3k K
CN CHEAMBLY F BRI E L7 R HXTEFHEM) 2008 X177 M
RPN GRMTEE S DU “BEZIILE £ 307 iesr—— B CIRBEEIE I 2 )
NANZEY L 2010 SEAFHRIAIT) GRIe “BELIILSE T L7 X 3L F N SAIE R R
may s FORA CEF AU LIS L7 KAMS) , 2008 A RS K A
WA, MGG, s AR AR O B =7 R AT 5 L) IS &
SUSCEE RIS B0 e ARSI SUARREAE . A IR G AT T HAS SR
WEREER BT /DUBELIME S h 2 BEAIIE L), NSRS 2012 4F
B8 30, BRSO T3S R BELIILSE 1 S SR . A I R
AR, AL RIRZERCELN, SR “BEXIPLSE S AL
an 2006 SEFEGHE) CBEZIMG. A RIATE—RF 53C#HF) . 2013
EMMFHE LI “MR” 5 “WR” MBL——35 “FRFE” 1) “BLIIsE
FEX ER) o AR CBEZIPLEE L AR BUA U R, 412012
TR BRI “CBELIBLEE £ L7 BUASUIER R IE—3F (N ED
FRE SR BRLSHSEE) o AT, 12013 4T 3R
Rzt (55 “BELIPSEE X7 SCEIMH i) o X BEZIISE 32 SCHIHE 7T R
BL. BT, RESHRNHAIEE,

215 MES/DAF “HH” RERR

REW AR EERD T35 /YRS 25 E HER, WESr (BEs
ANBLI L7 BAEY L RGOS 2008 SRR RS, M “H T RIS
RENEGMER OSSR, o8 V=5 H HSERRNTENSE H5EN R
N HAEES M CREF /AR EIRD) 2014 IR RF LIRS, X

=
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AR TSNP AR TR RO IR, S — VIR B R SR,
H I T — e 28 KU AR, DUH TR BRI AL G i) SO 5

2.1.6 MEF DU BRI

R FERKIL T EF /DU SRR L2 3, WMEIEI (55 /Ml
BRI, BT 2011 SRR, R RSN RERN Zokad: b
BERESHPIER. SNERSHTER. ARARZE RS, ENERE5H
MR, HFHASTTESPRERNER A #HEMRIRE, % B 6
R FIMEZHARERGE TES /AP m— Sk m g, weg. W
%, HA—EM%ARNME, WHRKERN (K 8 “B7 BRI ST
B, ARACIYE RS 2009 FEMILIRSC, b T A7 BBIESEE /AN R HLAL
B R, RIER BT T HSUWARYE B e S RE R (BES
INEFHEEER) 5 2010 PR REM LIRS, T 755 /NE X ERK
5, HMNESPAUEPWEEEREATX S, NEROEZENMEL RO
IWSHILETN (P

2.1.7 MES/DYIE T TR

SO AR UARIE S ORI, AN OE SRR AR, BTSN, B TR
BRI, AOEE T METHES LS, BMR 2850 # R F /N
PIET MR, AMAES Y. BRENMERST, WmakEZwn 5/
WHFE) » ZBORY: 2007 SERTR S0 A5 5/ IR T 5 X 55 /M it
M ERE S, WHAEE QUARTSEZESIEMTIEHE) , BEITERY 2009
SRR 18 3o

2.2 HaBRIE S

2.2.1 e BRI TR

W BRI ARAEPOE B IRA RN, RNk, H AT, Wk R
NAR PR M . K5V RE AN 2R RE V3 DU RAA,  AATT 24 D 3 S A4 1)
ANF RGP T NBIR AR . JEE FIA -2 4 (Ben Jonson) #AGit
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Humour XM T XIS, @I 7 CRZREED  CMETLR) 5578 Bk
Freu i S RIAEd, RS ERIIE ViR, 6. D, dEizEiE
oA R (S AY B St = T S SRR EE U B TP A A AW =S at: S
KO TR TR HeER

BRI “humor ™ 1 K HAER I 51N B AALZR KR ARAE B, A AE ( “H4
BR”RAG) IR EIE:  CHRER T RURAIRE R, AT SCIE I A R, JRAR
A0 MG BIRGIERE, BUERIR AL MR B R ITEH “WeB BIR
ALLE SR L TEABRE N LS L i As, 1 T8l BRI, FLk
PO N LE BRI, KA AR 5ANNIE 280k, SR B 15 AE ANA o
WO @B L. BOFEONHER, DB XS, amilriiad L. 7!

KA A ZUE, BVFR 2 N2 5RSCH K Wy B R 56 A -5 & (Herb
True) fE (IRHAER——HABRIIZIR) i i —HF, Sl 50102 S Vil 2 S il
—A) CHERNE? 7 IRZ NERREIR R ER, (HEAAG B N E S AR
P, REBGRBEDVMEREH &2, R @A s, A A B O e
ABEL P NERIE L B W] 5, TRT T AR A 2 45 WA ER (¥ P o

(1) [ A1 S B o 445 % WA R (1 R

(HEFREREARRE) 2. (BEIIES 2R) 3R (FiBERINIE S 570
) A2 AR Rk A AT SO R T R, X RS =
AL G — T [E AT L BR A R

JeE ) CHr R gAY Bl “WER” S R R, BT
T30, EAEBSSEI, N A DURR AR, R DR A - i
W R BB ATRRAE o — N AR PR AR R T IR AR o A AL
SCRCHAL . FATE SRR AR 2 R B R IR R TSR
ROPCASEE RS (A i Ce “REIRIT” D o BRI B AP 5] EE 1 2
EARRL AR . PR, DURRIR I A FRADOE ] T A &, i H iz A

"RETIME, CHRERFIERIZ AT, 7 (M, EEHAMMES Y, WL, 2009 £)
%5 71,

PAEMRZ ANEHEE R, R MR AR (b RSO HRRE, 1990 4E) , & 3-5 .

D 3RMES, MRERMIE R (K BRI, 1993 4F), 55 7L

LUK, SIEMAERTE S (T T i AR AL, 2008 4F).
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THARA AR RO R G AY), JCHE sl F 28 AT
VEBLEE AR N o XA AR AE AR B R K B R R T
o X B B I E RITA- A, b AR UL RARATR “ daER” P
TSR 1 AR 5o 17 AL, S N Z UK SR RLS “Wa R, Xt
TRAVS RRUAIA oA LB 7w H . BAE 1702 4, FRiB - REREx “ i
R IR VIE TR E G b, PR ENLE, AR .

SHE GO a R4 fali: Bk, e 7S E 2 &R 1
A AR RO ARFRAKTEA AR, kAR, 6 TK #E
W ER 1) B 0 SO IE RO A foe il B ik 1 BR 5 — U RE T SR I =
.

fEE M CGRERRE R « [T 3= RS P L2 E Ay, A
PRAERPY R A (humores) [RVR & tRE — I AMRBRAITER . B+ /\ 12848,
2] 32 9 [ MO ER K (R, A R MR S BRI RAF N R AR BT IR
S HFLLERIZARF R — B S iE © =LA AL, S — DB E
SCHE-fROR G B T W BRI BRI 3 JFINIRE] “HER e 5B YEATE R
(K S Z2 508 LU KM AE 1) . ARG, BAIEOUJE R IR A BRE5 A4 (AT 7T (hndk
RS ERIREN) 2R MBE FSE R DL, B 1F— R AR S R AL
AP EAE NE. MEORI . HPHRIVEXK AR S AT mHERE
K —REZFERE, TRENSNEE. ERW, XA R
VESEH S FE e AR B AR R A A B AT . T RE . IR
XSG AR L SEZ B P JE R E L1 T EER ) SOE X TR AV
FEUE . 5N, B RN B85 R B RS T IR S AR DA
L3 2 B A2 RRAE IR (RRS A

EE R (PR RS A0y BB Chumour) — 4, /& Humeur £
FOOEA, PET R EAS,  EA T A S SRV E SR IR T AR . IR
To LR B 78 20 ARG R4 54 - B A0 B R A B4R o AT I i AN
PRy EESRE R T, PER I B fi 2 15 5 A B se R R 2 Tk AR )
AR SRAEYE S RSV X DY R AR IR & T AR K. A B



22

PR ) 22k, ORI TR RIS IR R, [ RE AL Sy — A
FITiE B BRI N, 8 1 A2 At PO R A P A% 52 3] — R R AR Y B 25 Pl A VR P A [ VR
J7 A o IR RS 1 AT AR A% Gt 4k K T R & B A A

B3R (ORI AR ) WAy Wa B2 B RIPER — MR, &
LW FEAEE T—4k, Ri0 EREA S NI, A HL A28 2 3 0 550 %
I TE

HA (CREABERHEM) SORRXFEE K %0 5 %15 5 humour. VAIEH
(1) humeur. {815 H 1) humor $2°4 [F] 3] . AR S, WK R T8 AR R
MR KRR AR AR X DA A . AT B A g3 e A 1 A [ L A7) 1
WAVE T NSRS, SOZidie g s, %, BRhsi%s, IR
ANBzE b FIR ATSCH T RA BRIk, 2 — 28 MATA % Bl vk
PIERZ RIRRE 1. — A e WP . JCHAE HEd, & R X
T HEMBER G T, JFRGE BT 5, TRMRIXPIE S X
EWE SCEEE “HURE 7 o BRI R AR K 2 Bl R A g Rk, H “ AL
B RBTR AR FERE S, T BRI A VS 1 1R R TA BT K R R P
[ 15 B IR R 3R, 8 1 B KR U E T8 3 I P R R 2 R s AT 0 35 iz
[P o

(2) PET7 2238 T W BRI A B

PR Z RN B DHESFSAEXTREREH T — 2
B, 24K B (Immanuel Kant) Ay “58 2 Rk M7 240 0 S G I 2 18

W 248 (Aristotéles) AT AYE A FEME T HABREE L. —PI5En]
K HYAE L T HR ASBOIR R T AR R ECH .

BRI RE $h 3 BT 2 2 VA 24 IR AR (Sigmund Freud) FEHAERIE 9 A 2K
KM E O AN IR iR CHaBR o A PIAME DL R H O rER, —
EEXHAmNBIaBR . TCIR TS S, WaERERRRAE S (F A 7= Bk BRF PR

PoAkiEE, MOBEZ RS - BHER (BRI R AL, 2002 4F), &5 40 TR
* Rk, lzlﬁjtmnﬂ’]%é&ﬁﬂn, 7 (R, EEHEANEIES Y, /MU(% 2009 4E)
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TOEERIFE, TN BRI R AT LRIR, 7 AMEREF S 1 (2005 ) ¢ &5 5 BT
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® Ibid., 513 7.
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* Ibid.
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w7, MRA A, KMEEREE - AERELR, JEEX S 7T S K
MR ESCRERE A — PO LR N 950 . RS A=A
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SCERRAE 20134 01 I CERIEAY (R &, BBEEFAANESA
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Wb — MR EE AR D, EERI T —RAN (5 EERCE)
PISCE, X XEMEEZREFEEME AT (Alexander C.Y.Huang) , HR
GESCRERE, RARAE 2013 EEE 3 (B ) b X SCE JE ST AE Mo
Yan ~ s Work and the Politics of Literary Humor , #& Mo Yan in context:Nobel
laureate and global storyteller — i H ) —F, EXREAZH 10 01, ML
CEERD) B il R 2 R 1 1 3 T AETESCRT, FEUNE S —
B P ERII DRl B 48, O HAE W2 h AW Bt 47 €038, ECE )
2T, FEBRIE:

“Huang and Duran attend to the ways in which silence as comic technique and
authorial selfconstruction works in terms of the character Mo Yan in The Republic of
Wine,Life and Death Are Wearing Me Out,POW!,and other novels.The study also
teases out Mo Yan’ s use of Chinese humor (K4EK, youmo) ,primarily in his novel
Shifu: You " Il Do Anything for a Laugh.They conclude with a discussion of the ribald
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Breasts and Wide Hips to comment on sexual peccadillos.”

EERERSA GHED (AT « (PU+H—H8) /i 3G
R T2 “silence”  (PUER) 5 BRI B B P fE M. 1k
AR AR 7SN R OO ER) R ER, e 1R X

* Angelica Duran and Yuhan Huang, Mo Yan in context:Nobel laureate and global storyteller(West
Lafayette: Purdue University Press, 2014), p.153.
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B2 0 HUR S 2V, A MO IA, R ASCE R TR I b 2

B =M1 NEH (the National Endowment
2> FJiE Jim Leach X%, 44N The

** Interview with Mo Yan, The Second U.S-China Cultural Forum , The University of California-
Berkeley,America, October 2010.
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* Ibid., %593 7.

PR, CREE: EECEHIE, 2012 45) , 45 155 7.
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BEFR SR AR I Z TS TRTRE AR
HUMOR IN MO YAN’S NOVELS
Chapter 1

Introduction

1.1 Research background

Mo Yan can be described as a leading figure in the contemporary literary field.
He became well known internationally after winning the Nobel Prize for literature in
2012. Since then he has become one of the most widely read and most popular
Chinese writers in the world. However, his reputation was not made just by winning
awards, it was made through decades of hard work. According to Appendix II of the
Collection of Masters & Ph.D. thesis on Mo Yan!, when “Falling Rain on a Spring
Night” was published by Lotus Pond in 1981, he had written a total of 73 short stories,
38 novellas, 12 full-length novels, 106 piece of prose, 9 reportages and 10 film & TV
scripts. After 30 years of unremitting literary creation, he has achieved remarkably
both in quantity and quality, and opened up the literary territory in the Northeastern
Township of Gaomi.

Mo Yan's reputation and popularity has earned him a wide range of readers, and
he has been studied by many researchers. In 1997 his work could be found in colleges
and universities, and he became the subject of master’s and doctoral thesis. In the 15
years prior to 2012, the number of Master's theses and PhD theses written about him
had reached 158 and 9 articles.> Mo Yan has been studied within the context of
Chinese contemporary literature, the study of art and literature, comparative literature,
as well as world literature. The China National Knowledge Infrastructure (CNKI)
database shows that the research on his work has been continuously increasing, from
2013 to 2015, the number of master's thesis increased to 62.

There are numerous Masters & Ph.D. theses on Mo Yan; however, humor is an
aspect that scholars have paid little attention to. For this research, a large amount of

data was reviewed, it was found that only a few researchers had studied the writer

' Cheng Chunmei and Yu Hongzhen FE#FHAA T¥L¥, Mo Yan vanjiu shuobo lunwen xuanbian
S WS g (BFRE LA R AR AL, 2013 ), 3% 255 L.
2 .
Ibid.
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from this perspective. A lot of foreign commentators have noticed the characteristics
of humor in his work, especially, the black humor. Due to cultural or linguistic
barriers, some researchers have briefly mentioned this feature of his work, and some
others have reported on it; however, no one has produced systematic and detailed
research on this aspect. Therefore, this research is needed to investigate Mo Yan's
work from a humorous perspective.

In addition, in terms of Mo Yan's work, whether it is style, narrative perspective,
or narrative language, the plot tends to become more humorous and playful, which
needs to be studied alongside the characters who express humorous artistic
characteristics in his novels. Moreover, he is a brilliant writer and humorist who has

demonstrated his sense of wit in a variety of media.

I have empathy with Mo Yan's work because I was born in Shandong, the same
rural region of China as Mo Yan. I am familiar with the language, the characters and
his working environment. This is advantageous for the research because I am more

likely to understand the background behind to his work.

1.2 Research objectives
1.2.1 To analyze the style of humor found in Mo Yan's work.
1.2.2 To identify the construction, emotional characteristics and spiritual

connotations of the humor.

1.3 Research hypothesis

1.3.1 Mo Yan has employed linguistics, literature and culture to create characters
with multiple facets. From linguistics, he uses the Violation of Cooperative Principle
allegories and metaphors to create characters. From literature, he creates his own
eponymous Mo Yan and uses humanized animal images to elicit humor. From culture,
he uses nursery rhymes, allegro, humorous folk stories and gives his character’s
symbolic names nicknames to evoke humor.

1.3.2 Mo-type humor is rich in emotional color, black humor, blue humor, gray

humor, and red humor, which are the main forms.
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1.3.3 Mo-type humor is rich in spiritual connotation, its spiritual position is as a
common people's sense of humor, the point of the humour is to deal with cruel social

reality.

1.4 Research theory

1.4.1 Cooperative Principle

The American linguist, H. P. Grice first proposed the Cooperative Principle in
1967 while he was giving a lecture called Logic and Conversation at Harvard
University. He believed that, in order to achieve effective communication, speakers
and listeners need to cooperate with each other and follow the basic principle of
communication, namely the principle of cooperation.

Grice adopted the categories that were listed by Kant: quality, quantity,
relationship to set out four criteria for the Cooperative Principle?’.

(1) The Maxim of Quantity

(1.1) Make your contribution as informative as is required(for the current
purpose of the exchange).
(1.2) Do not make your contribution more informative than is required.

From the above two criteria, effective conversation can be achieved when the
amount of information in the discourse is not more or less than is necessary. If
information is excessive or insufficient the principle of quantity is broken which,
results in ineffective communication.

(2) The Maxim of Quality. Try to make your contribution one that is true.

(2.1) Do not say what you believe to be false.
(2.2) Do not say that for which you lack adequate evidence.

From the two requirements of The Maxim of Quality, telling the truth is the
standard used to measure the principle, it requires the speaker to be frank, honest and
not make statements without basis.

(3) The Maxim of Relation: Be relevant

This principle states that the speaker should stick to the point and not mention
unconnected topics.

(4) The Maxim of Manner: Be perspicuous

= H.

v

* Jiang Binggian #¢KfE, Yanyu youmo de yuyanxue fenxi

FHilE AR HAHE, 2008 4F) , 5 148 .
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(4.1) Avoid obscurity

(4.2) Avoid ambiguity

(4.3) Be brief(avoid unnecessary prolixity)
(4.4) Be orderly.

The Maxim of Manner requires the speaker to talk clearly expressing themselves
by not using ambiguous and unnecessary words.

The first three principles mainly elaborate on what to say, while the last one
focuses on how to say it. Grice indicated that people should strictly follow these four
basic principles, so that their conversation can be more effective and rational.
However, in fact, they intentionally or unintentionally violate the four principles
which, can be detrimental to communication. While people generally follow the
Cooperative Principle while communicating, conditions that break the principle are
identified in the following four kinds of circumstance:

(1) Quietly violate the maxim of quality and lie in communication.

(2) Publicly violate the cooperative principle and rules, and neglect raised
questions.

(3) The person faces conflict and can only focus on one side, they obey one
principle and violate others.

(4) Convey conversational meaning by intentionally violating a principle, which
makes the listener understand another intention, and introduces further conversational
implications.*

From the four examples of the violation of cooperative principle, Grice also
found that people often intentionally or unintentionally violate the cooperative
principle in daily communication, which causes inconsistencies between the speaker's
intention and the required effect. Humor may result from such misunderstandings;
however, it should be noted that not all language, which violates the Cooperative
Principle is humorous and, conversely all communication, which does not violate the
principle is humorous. This means that communication may become humorous
because the Cooperative Principle is violated.

1.4.2 Defamiliarization theory

" Jin Li 4537, Hezuo vu huihua: hezuo yuanze jiqi vingyong vanijiu &1E5<1E: &1EE

DR FER AR AT CIES . E RS ke, 2005 4F), 28 2-3 T
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Defamiliarization theory is one of the core concepts of Russian Formalism
Literary Theory, which was put forward by Victor Borisovich Skrovskiy in 1916. The
theory states that the unique form that literature works have, as sources, is in the
aesthetics, not the content. Consequently, through the artist’s skills the creation of
new forms become stranger, which breaks the mechanicalness and eliminates the
constraints that we are used to. This increases the level of emotional intensity felt
about the art form, prolongs the aesthetic perception and results in more pleasure for
the reader.

1.4.3 Black humor

Black humor was prevalent in France, in 1965, Bruce Jay Friedman gathered 12
articles with similar styles into one collection called Black Humor. Subsequently,
Conrad Bruce Jay Friedman published a commentary entitled Humor as Fatal/Deadly.
In terms of American literature, the article was significant in defining and establishing
black humor because it caught the attention of the literary world. Since then, many
authors have been publicly recognized for writing best sellers, which incorporate
black humor, such as Joseph Heller's Catch 22, Kurt Vonnegut Jr's Slaughterhouse-
Five, and Thomas Pynchon's Gravity's Rainbow.

Black humor finds fun where there is pain, and turns unfortunate events into
hilarious and interesting ones, leaving the reader to reflect. Black humor can be both
ridiculous and horrific. For that reason, black humor has been referred to as Gallow
humor or humor stemming from catastrophe, which reflects human tragedy and social
darkness. The absurdity of the real world expressed in an irrational performance can
take away the seriousness of life’s problems. Black humorists generally: focus on
social reality, have in-depth thoughts on social problems, dramatize serious problems
and use superficial comfort to cover inner panic and fear.

Black, humor can be thought of as a deformation of comedy, which is used a
vehicle to convey dark content (destruction, death, despair). Black humor novelists
often deviate from traditional writing techniques to develop characters who are anti-
heroes, with abnormal characteristics, which are somewhat irrational, lacking in logic
and full of allegory and symbolism, enabling them to express controversial thoughts
on the world and metaphysical life. The narrative structure is disordered, and anti-

heroes are often used to break through the limitations of time and space. Language
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syntax can be long and boring; therefore, black humorists use figurative language,
such as funny stories, exaggerated deformation, puns and irony to strengthen the
comic effect of their novels.

1.4.4 Blue humor

Blue humor is also referred to as adult humor, it includes vulgar and dirty jokes,
it is regarded as a form of bawdy humor. Blue humor generally refers to sex-related or
erotic humor, which is usually provocative, it may: involve sex organs or secondary
sexual characteristics, exaggerate details of a character’s sex life, include dialogue,
which teases readers to think about sexuality, include flirtatious and insulting
discourse, or expose the abnormal through psychological jokes.> Blue humor consists
of a lot of unsavory factors; however, in the right context and the correct environment
it can be very effective at making people laugh.

Psychologists have analyzed humor by looking at the physiological and
psychological aspects, this is referred to as Relief Theory, its proponents are Freud,
Spencer and Eastman. The theory describes humor as a way of venting and releasing
man's inner suppressed emotions. In an essay on laughter, Alexander Brain and
Herbert Spencer stated that emotion, in the form of energy, is stored in nerves that
guide action. Smiles come from pent up energy released by the nerves. Influenced by
Confucianism, sex has been a social taboo for thousands of years in China; however,
it is a social taboo, which when deconstructed can release emotions that produce
laughter.

1.4.5 Gray humor

Xin Rong considered gray humor as expressing disheartenment and negativity, it
is also referred to as Huidanzi. During times of social unrest, this type of humor was
often used by people to express the discontent within their hearts, in a sense it is
laughing at and comforting oneself. It usually deals with dark matter or situations.
Authors depict traditions and public opinion through jokes and use the artistic form to
criticize, attack and ridicule, leaving people to reflect on the content after the laughter

have finished.® A similar definition is also given by many researchers.

® Zeng Guoping ™ EF, Youmo jigiao vu gushi MABRF TGS #E (FEH: B KR HRH,
2013 %), % 53 .

® Xin Rong JR¥, Youmo yu koucai shunjian vingde taren haogan de koucai yishu #4#t5
DA ] B O AZAR Cent: LG HRAT, 2013 4F), 5 320 7.
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Gray humor portrays the depressed state of minds. Its performance is restrained;
however, it exudes a kind of decadent blue temperament. After the laugher stops there
may be a darker secondary hidden aspect to the jokes.

1.4.6 Red humor

Explanations and definitions of red humor were collected online from Baidu and
Wikipedia: firstly, maximizing the entertainment component using a red theme has
been referred to as red humor, secondly, humor that parodies the words and deeds of
historical characters has been defined as red humor, and thirdly, it is humor that is so
funny that people bleed. Finally, the term black humor, which is often used in the film
industry. Black is normally the color associated with tragedy; however, when violence
and blood features in plots, it has been referred to as red humor. This shows that
people's understanding of black and red humor is different. In addition, authors who
study and collect humor define red humor differently, they emphasize that red humor
first emerged on cell phones and define it as humor spread on the Internet through
computers, cell phones and other devices. Through adult jokes and black humor,
positive, active and healthy language and thoughts emerge that can: improve people's
ideological levels, promote social virtues, stimulate passion for life, inspire a better
life, urge people to progress.” Red humor is a positive and healthy form of humor, and

it has positive effects on social and spiritual civilization.

1.5 Research scope

This scope of this research is limited in to the following literature written by Mo
Yan: the full-length novels “Fatigue of Life and Death”, “The Republic of Wine”,
“Grenouilles”, “Big Breasts and Wide Hips”, “Herbivorous Family”, “The Garlic
Ballads”, “Sandalwood Death”, and novelettes like “Shifu”, “You'll Do Anything for

a Laugh”, “Joy”, “Woman with Flowers in Her Arms, and the story “White Dog

Swing”.

1.6 Research methods

" Sheng Duo %%%, Bie shuzai budong youmoshang shunjian yingde haogan de shuohua

yishu he meili koucai chaozhi baijinban RIFIZEATEMER F 1% [A] GRS I i 15 2 AR A0 % 7y O
(A AR Abs W E 44 HAR AL, 2013 4F 10 H), 5 281 T.
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This research adopts the influence and acceptance research method, cross
research methods and, the refining analysis research method to investigate the humor
in Mo Yan's novels.

1.6.1 Research the context of Mo Yan's novels and collect relevant humorous
material.

1.6.2 Seek, collect, research and organize related material and create the thesis in
Chinese and English.

1.6.3 Analyze the construction methods used to create the humor and the
aesthetic effect of humor in Mo Yan's novels.

1.6.4 Summarize the obtained results, state the research results and offer

suggestions for research.

1.7 Research meaning

1.7.1 Master the unique Chinese method of researching humor in Mo Yan's
novels.

1.7.2 Investigate the way Mo Yan created humor using linguistics, literature and
folk humor, sum up the four kinds of emotional colors and point out the profound
meaning of the forms.

1.7.3 Enhance the understanding of humor found in Chinese social culture.



Chapter Two

Literature Review

2.1 The research condition of Mo Yan's novels

Mo Yan has been studied by researchers for more 30 years from the 1980s to the
present, and the monographs, papers and journals on him are numerous. For this
research, multiple data were gathered, including, Mo Yan Research Materials by He
Lihua and Yang Shousen published by Shandong University Press in August 1992;
Mo Yan Research Materials by Yangyang and Tianjin published by the People's
Publishing house in 2005; Mo Yan Research Materials compiled by Kong Fanjin and
Shi Zhanjun, published by Shandong literature & the Art Publishing House in May
2006; Research on Mo Yan by Chen Xiaoming, published by Beijing Huaxia Press in
January 2013; and The Collection of Master & Ph.D. thesis on Mo Yan by Chen
Chunmei and Yu Hongzhen, published by Shandong University Press in July 2013.

According to The Collection of Master’s & Ph.D. thesis on Mo Yan by Chen
Chunmei and Yu Hongzhen, as of 2012, the number of Master’s thesis on Mo Yan
was 158, and the number of Ph.D. thesis was 9. In recent years, the research on Mo
Yan has been increasing gradually.

Therefore, it is not easy to find a new perspective, but after the careful review it
was decided this research should mainly focus on the following points:

2.1.1 Researching the effects on the readers of Mo Yan’s novels.

2.1.2 Studying the characters in Mo Yan's novels.

2.1.3 Studying the narrative method used in Mo Yan's novels.

2.1.4 Studying the ugly Aesthetics in Mo Yan's novels.

2.1.5 Studying the magic realism style in Mo Yan's novels.

2.1.6 Studying the imagery in Mo Yan's novels.

2.1.7 Studying the language used in Mo Yan's novels.

2.2 Introduction to humor

2.2.1 The Meaning of humor

Originally, there was no term for humor in Chinese, in fact, it is a borrowed word.
In ancient physiology, humor referred to the four liquids inside the human body blood,

mucus, bile and black bile. At that time, people thought that these body fluids, with
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different mixed proportions, determined people's temperament and personality.
Britain's Ben Jonson first gave dramatic meaning to the word humor, he wrote
Volpone, and other comedies. In the 17th and 18th century, humor gradually became
a creative style appearing in western comedies, it integrated laughter, satire and funny
situations.

Lin Yutang translated and introduced humor to China.! What is humor?
American humor theorist Herbert Trudeau in Humor Art, said that the simplest
answer is: Who knows? Many people can express a sense of humor, but it is hard to
define concretely. For this research, explanations of humor were studied from foreign
dictionaries, Encyclopedias, western scholars, Chinese dictionaries and well-known
Chinese academics. It was found that there can be no specific definition of humor, but
it comprises of two elements. Firstly, fun, which is expressed mode when people
laugh. Lin Yutang noted that there are many kinds of laughter, regardless of the
emotional color, the first thing is to let people laugh. Secondly, it is a way of using
artistic expressions as a means of expressing complex feelings that are full of fun.

2.2.2 Factors affecting humor

(1) Differences in cultural background due to the effect of living in different
regions.

Regions can have a great impact on the way humor is perceived. This may be
due to different historical, cultural and ideological values. For example, one
significant aspect of humor that can compared is Eastern and Western. This is because
there are a lot of differences in the cultural customs and ways of thinking, resulting in
humor, which has different characteristics. In general, Western people have more
freedom in expressing humor. Asians are more conservative and introverted, so the
expression is subtler, and they are unlikely to talk as much about sex.

Less significant aspects worth considering relate to differences in cultural
traditions, local dialects, customs, and habits. Different regions within a country will
have different humor. For example, as a result of cultural differences, there are
obvious differences in the sense of humor in the South and North of China. Sketch’s

and comic dialogues are popular forms of humor in the north, such as Zhao Benshan's

" Wei Wanchuan 1 /74%, “Youmo yanyu de duowei yanjiu, ” “HAERZIERZ4E05T, 7 (H
LW, BEHENAET Y, WITLRY, 2009 4F) , 5 7.
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comedies and Feng Gong's comic discourses. On the other hand, humorous language,
such as is found in the comedy of Dabin and Zhao Weiguo, and Zhou Libo’s talk
show is not funny in the eyes of northern people and it is not perceived as humorous
by western people. This is because the comedy, which is uttered in southern dialects
does not make the northerners laugh. The humor of Guo Degang in the north and
Zhou Libo in the south demonstrates the cultural values of their respective regions.

Even two cities, such as Beijing and Shanghai, when compared, exhibit a
different sense of humor. People from Beijing pronounce words clearly, as the capital
of several dynasties; its humor is rooted in traditional culture. Whereas, the people
from Shanghai are practical, smart, selfish, arrogant, and straight talking.

Therefore, humor varies considerably from country to country and region to
region. This is probably because culture and ways of thinking also vary from region to
region and country to country.

(2) Different time contexts are one of the major elements that influence humor

Humor reflects people’s positive and optimistic attitudes in different space and
time contexts by entertaining them; however, different peoples’ modes of thinking,
language, habits, taste, and sense of humor vary enormously. Humorous jokes and
stories set within a historical context can change the space-time background.
Expressions and discourse in the same jokes and stories will be different. People
cannot understand the relevance of humor without a certain cultural knowledge.

(3) Humor also has a relationship to educational ability.

From another point of view, humor may be seen as the art of laughter; however,
not everyone can appreciate it. The people who may get the most from humor are the
well-educated. If educational ability is lacking, readers may not understand the
meaning of the joke.

2.2.3 Current research on humor

Humor is an established topic; it has attracted researchers from philosophy,
sociology, psychology, linguistics and other disciplines who wish to explore its
mysteries. Theories and research relating to humor may be roughly classified into

three theoretical categories: Superiority Theory or Disparagement theory from the



179

social science perspective, Release Theory from a psychiatric perspective and
Incongruity Theory from an emotional perspective.?

Superiority Theory is also referred to as Disparagement Theory. The theory
states that the person who laughs is in a dominant position and the person being
laughed at is in a position of contempt. The main proponents of this theory include
Platon, Aristotle, Hobbes, Hagel, Darwin, Herz Ritter, and Bain.

Release theory, also known as Relief Theory and Relax Theory, starts from
psychology or psychoanalysis,laughter caused by humor is seen as a kind of release
and outlet for tension and depression caused by social constraints. Spencer, Freud,
and Eastman have discussed this theory;Sigmund Freud is the most well known
proponent.?

Incongruity Theory relies on contradictions. It still occupies the dominant
position in contemporary psychology of humor research, and is the most influential.
The main proponents are Kant, James Beattie, Hagel, and Schopenhauer. For
Schopenhauer, humor occurs when we unexpectedly notice the incongruity between a
concept and a perception that are supposed to be the same thing*.

During the late twentieth Century, multi-disciplined researchers who had
different viewpoints investigated humor. Arttardo (1990-1993) explained that
humorous jokes violated Grice's cooperative principle. Hatcher (1980) used the
speech act theory to explain the cognitive and pragmatic role of the joke in the
production of verbal humor. Ritchie (1999, 2001, 2004), studied humor from a
computational stance. Norrick (1986), and Coulson (2001) understood humor through
the frame-shifting method. Jodlowiec (1991), Curcd (1995, 1996a, 1996b,1997a,
1997b),Larkin (2000) and, Yus (2003) used relevance theory to interpret verbal
humor. Giora (1991, 2002, 2003) applied marked information requirements and
optimal innovation hypothesis to explain the understanding of humorous language.

Dimmer, Sharon A., Carrol, James L., Wyatt, and Gwen K. (1990) analyzed the role

* Cai Hui and Yin Xing ZMFFE, “Xifang youmo lilun yanjiu zongshu, ”  “¥J5HAER
IR Zd, 7 AMEFEFLEE 13 (2005 4F) : 25 5 1.
* Wei Wanchuan F7i4&, “Youmo yanyu de duowei vanjiu, ” “HABR =SB 2405, 7

(B, BE%ANAES Y, WL RS, 2009 4) , 213 7.
' Ibid., 516 7.
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of verbal humor in psychoanalysis and Francis (1994) studied verbal humor as a way
of emotion management in communication.’

In terms of linguistics, researchers have also explored humor from multiple
perspectives, such as the Script Theory of Humor, SSTH by Raskin (1985), who
views humor from a semantic perspective.

In addition, Attardo & Raskin (1991), created the general theory of verbal humor.

From the perspective of pragmatics, a lot of theories have been investigated, such
as Grice's principle of conversational cooperation, Austin's speech act theory, and the
relevance theory by Sperber and Wilson.

In terms of rhetoric, Zhang Gong explored humor from the perspective of
rhetoric, he found that humor was derived from figurative language. Hu Fanchou
didn't agree, he was not limited by the figure of speech theory proposed by Zhang
Gong, he expanded the horizons by seeing humor as a spiritual phenomenon, and
identified three distinct categories of humor.

In China, research into humor is also the focus of other sciences. The proponents
include Fu Fanzhou, who wrote “Humor Linguistics” (1987), which was the first
systematic study of the language of humor in the country, Sun Shaozhen's “Basic
Principle of Humor” (1990), Gua Tian’s “Verbal Humor Operation” (1993), Gong
Weicai's “Humorous Art” (1993), Tan Daren's “Humor and Verbal Humor” (1997)
and, Jiang Bingqing's “Linguistic Analysis of Verbal Humor” (2008). The above
researchers have all focused on understanding the function of humor in language from
different perspectives.

2.3 Research status of Mo-type humor

Mo Yan has featured a lot in literary research and criticism in recent years;
however, only a little research has focused on the humor in his novels, especially, at
the thesis level for Master’s and Ph.D. students. Only one article was found, “An
Investigation of Alternative Comedic Sadness and Tragedy in Mo Yan’s Novels” by
Guo Qun and Yao Xinyong, published in the Baoji College of Arts and Science
Journal. The article is short and emphasizes the relationship between humor and

tragedy, the viewpoint is singular, and the analysis is not comprehensive.

* Wang Qinling T#F, “Youmo yanyu de renzhi yuyong vanjiu, ”  “HAER =5 KA FE FH
A, 7 (s, DOESXXFY:, EHERE:, 20054F), 210 7.
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In foreign countries, many critics and researchers have also investigated the
characteristics of humor found in Mo Yan's novels. However, articles with detailed
analysis are rarely seen; one paper entitled, "Mo Yan's Humorous Literature" by
Alexander C Y Huang from the United States, translated by Song Yawen was
published by Yue Haifeng in March 2013. The original name was “Mo Yan’s Work
and The Politics of Literary Humor; Mo Yan in Context: Nobel Laureate and Global
Storyteller”. The paper is not lengthy and simply states the counter narrative strategy
that Mo Yan uses to construct humor. In addition, the content of the analysis of the
humor by Shifu in “You'll Do Anything for a Laugh” is neither detailed or
comprehensive.

A number of foreign websites mention Mo Yan’s sense of black humor; however,
most of them are a simple evaluation of his work and do not include concrete
statements. Therefore, this research is important as it is a detailed study of the humor

found in his work.


http://www.baidu.com/link?url=THGomOZAQzj8WfjVREko1htzHBIOFjDjwdE4k6ki5Bggj88XgR-TIVMv0t-OsNyi

Chapter Three
The causes of Mo-type humor

The formation of Mo Yan's humorous diatribes are the result of various factors,

which can be divided into two aspects: the subjective and the objective.

3.1 Subjective factors

3.1.1 Mo Yan has the sense of humor himself.

Mo Yan has developed his sense of humor since childhood. He remembers that
he was very talkative in his childhood and adolescence, always loved and sought hot
places. His hunger and greediness for knowledge made him likely to talk, he had a
good memory and was a recitation champion. He was both talented and naughty, he
often did some stupid and strange things like joining an eating contest and drinking
ink. The young Mo Yan is similar to the character called Xiao Moyan in the “Fatigue
of Life and Death”. Xiao Moyan is a little poor boy with an ugly face. He has yellow
hair, small eyes, and the is an energetic and annoying boy who loves to get involved
in everything. After coming of age, he becomes more mature and quietens down.
Most of time, he looks at the world through his small eyes, he is warm on the inside
and cold on the outside. He is portrayed as very funny and entertaining. For example,
after he had eaten the same three famous dumpling dinners for many days in a row, he
said he had divorced himself from vegetables and sweet potato when he became a
soldier. His sense of humor is outstanding. Currently, as a renowned presenter, he can
be found on stages around the world demonstrating his humor while facing the
world's scholars and booklovers.

3.1.2 The necessity of unspeakable things in artistic expression.

Writing humorous stories requires motivation, writers with a conscious will
naturally be discontent with unfairness, darkness and injustice in the world. Their
work often reflects their awareness of the real world by hinting at current affairs, and
intervening on topics of a delicate nature. For Mo Yan, humor is one means of

expressing his conscious.

3.2 Objective factors
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3.2.1 The impact of humorous lifestyle in rural areas.

Mo Yan creates writing that serves the people and shows the farmer's feelings
and way of thinking, which is not easy in the contemporary literary world. Mo Yan
once said to Wang Yao that if a writer wants to be successful they should get
inspiration from the people and the national culture to create works with Chinese
characteristics.! The people who live in the countryside lead a life of poverty and
suffering. Their life may be hard; however, it is not unexciting and simple. They have
their own ways to entertain themselves. The vivid vocabulary they use has been stored
in Mo Yan’s memory to inspire his creativity. He wrote in “Sandalwood Death” that
he would take a step backwards to be with the people?. This retreat is also to be with
the language of the people.

3.2.2 Time context and the introduction of the change of value concept.

The formation of Mo Yan's humorous style is closely related to the context of the
times. In the 1980s and 1990s, the planned economy in China gradually transferred to
a market economy, this transformation of the economic system also influenced the
culture, the elegant and classic media created by the original elite culture became
unpopular, and the culture of mass consumerism became more and more accepted by
the people. Consequently, people urgently needed light entertainment, in the form of
humor, that allowed them to escape from the pressures of modern life.

Cultural consumption values have significantly influenced literary circles, for
publishers, whether the work caters to the market and meets consumer demand has
become the measure of standards for valued literary works. In China, the elegance of
the elite culture was compromised by the mass consumer culture. To extend their
working life and meet the requirements of publishers, writers had to create work that
was entertaining and pandered to the people's appetite. Pre consumerism, many of the
characters in the novels and stories faced serious problems in their life. While the
writers shaped the characters and plots they exposed a pain, which gave the reader
aesthetic fatigue. The mainstream of elite world were increasingly challenged by the
general public, and easy and fatigue-free works of fiction are now more popular in the

country.

" Mo Yan BE, Suivu wenxue FEIEEAbR: VEFRHMRAL, 2012 4F), 25 125 .
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Responding to the environment, Mo Yan created work that suited the public
appetite, he intentionally or unintentionally mixed together verbal humor and
humorous stories, which made his work popular with countless readers who
appreciate humor set in a relaxed atmosphere.

3.2.3 The attraction of foreign artistic techniques and the collision between
Chinese and Western culture.

After the unprecedented catastrophe in Chinese history, literature was in a
desperate state. In the new environment that was increasingly opening up to the
outside world, writers who had been subjected to long-term mental shackles needed to
re-understand and re-examine Chinese literature within the context of world literature,
so that they could rebuilt it. During the 1980s, foreign works of literature became
freely available in China. Faulkner and Marcks' influence on literature during this
period is second to none. In addition, other authors such as Heller, who uses dark
humor in Catch 22, also influenced Mo Yan.

At that time, the literature field explored combining modern western techniques
with literary techniques used in China to build literature for the new period. By 1985
more and more writers were trying to find a way of introducing vitality into traditional
Chinese culture. Mo Yan also began to use a variety of methods, including black
humor, to construct his Northeastern Gaomi Township literary kingdom, where he

injected new blood into his work.



Chapter Four

The construction method of Mo-type humor

4.1 Analysis of the construction method of Mo-type humor from the perspective
of literature

4.1.1 Producing humor through shaping the image of himself

Mo Yan uses many linguistic techniques to create humor. One of the novelest
and humorous techniques that he uses, which distinguishes him from other authors, is
the way he shapes a character called Mo Yan. The character uses unconventional
methods to express conventional content, breaking the rules for characters.

(1) The writer himself created another Mo Yan, which in its self is absurd, to
meet the challenge proposed by Suo Zhenyu, and to make his readers smile.

(2) The characterization is both funny and thought-provoking.

With regards to the comparison between Mo Yan in his novels and himself in
real life; primarily, this research analyzes the sense of humor of Mo Yan as a
character. Then, this research analyzes the funny and interesting aspects of the
character through funny plots. The colorful personality of the character and his sense
of humor is fully displayed in the plot of the novels. Mo Yan successfully created
another Mo Yan and is able to immerse the reader in the story. Mo Yan’s
characteristics are evident from the plot. The author lets readers see what is right and
wrong, and what is true and false, adding more intrigue to the story.

(3) Using self-deprecation as a humorous tool

There are many ways to create comedy, self-deprecation has been used for many
years as a tool to generate humor, it has been described as one of the highest forms of
humor. From the perspective of psychology, it is a good way to relieve mental stress
allowing unhappiness and desperation to be released in a humorous way, which is
beneficial to physical and mental health.

The character Mo Yan and the author share some similarities, which means that
Mo Yan uses self-deprecation to mock himself in a humorous manner. The artistic
exaggerations make him appear as an ugly poor judge of himself, allowing the reader
to see a clear comparison between his real self and his alter ego, which is really fun

and stimulating for the reader.
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This research uses contextual materials to analyze self-mockery type humor by
lattice form. The character Mo Yan despises himself at birth, the author uses his
appearance, knowledge, and ability to deliberately mock his own character. He also
fabricates some incredible stories about himself.

This is a Mo Yan who constantly makes himself appear as obnoxious and vulgar
in his stories, which is in stark contrast to his real self.

4.1.2 Humor produced by shaping humanized animals

Mo Yan uses a variety of techniques to create humorous effects while shaping
his characters, including using humanized animal imagery. He deliberately humanizes
vulgar animals. The animals have their own appearance, body, behavior, and nature;
however, they use human language, speech and thought. The world he creates is
novel, absurd and funny. The characterization produces an image, which pushes the
boundaries of a human character, and has effect of making people laugh.

This humanized animal image employs the humorous effect of defamiliarization
to create the novel and the grotesque. The great difference between animal and human
nature makes everything appear strange and alienating, so as to attract peoples'
attention, and provoke emotion. Humanized animals are successfully used for
humorous effect in Mo Yan’s novels.

Mo Yan's novels humanize animals mainly through defamiliarization of the
narrative point of view to produce strange language, which is humorous.

(1) Creating humor using strange narrative angles

The humanized animal images dispense with the narrative from a human
perspective and use the perspective of an animal to tell the story. Eye sight is pure,
animals follow instinct, their mind is irrational and without logic. This perspective,
combined with illusion and imagination, from the animal world gives the reader a
new experience, which is humorous.

In “Fatigue of Life and Death”, Ximen Nao passed through the six reincarnations
of the Buddha, including a donkey, a cow, a pig, a dog, and a monkey. Each time, he
became a different animal. The first five were common animals. When the narrator is
an animal the outside world, including people, become the objects of their
examination. Even though we know the world is fictional we are still attracted to it.

More importantly, these animals are the reincarnations of Ximen Nao, and they have
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his memory. When he acts like an animal, he is degraded like an animal, even as
humble livestock. The animal transformations that are familiar are both funny and
interesting.

(2) Creating humor using unfamiliar language

In addition to the use of the defamiliarization narrative strategy, to create
humorous effect, Mo Yan also uses the defamiliarized language form to increase the
amount of humor in his novels. In language expression, he despises petty things, or
changes cheap and vulgar into the noble and elegant to produce interesting and
comical effects. Mo Yan creates humor in his novels by successfully shaping the
images of humanized animals.

In the ‘Fatigue of Life and Death”, Ximen Nao became the donkey, the cow, the
pig, the dog and the monkey during the six reincarnations. The degrading technique
makes the fate of Ximen Nao very funny. The funniest thing is that he has different
bodies, but acts like a person. The author uses the humanized narrative to shape the
plot, he makes the wvulgar animals uplifting, the readers are imagining the
performance of a man in an animal's body, which is very humorous.

(2.1) Animals have the same behavior as humans do, their behavior is even more
elegant than human's.

(2.2) Animals have the ability to act like human's.

(2.3) Animals have the same knowledge and experience as humans.

(2.4) Animals are romantic, sweet, and affectionate like humans.

(2.5) Animals have the same awareness that people do.

(2.6) Animals are virtuous like people.

(2.7) Animals are organized and disciplined like humans.

Mo Yan uses the technique to create colorful animal language, he breaks down
the boundaries between humans and animals using a combination of reality and
fantasy to reflect changes in social history and society in general, creating a series of

humorous comedies and fascinating novels.

4.2 Analysis of the construction method of Mo-type humor from the perspective
of folk culture

4.2.1 Humor created by nursery rhymes and allegro



188

(1) Nursery rhymes

A nursery rhyme is a short story, which rhymes, sometimes it is accompanied by
music and is typically intended for young children, such as those in a kindergarten.
Nursery rhymes for children are found in many different cultures, and they often
function as a record of important political and historical events.

Mo Yan’s novels often contain children’s songs, these songs generally are lively
and have a melodic tone. The lines of the songs rhyme with each other, and their
language is simple, easy to sing, and appealing to children; moreover, the lyrics of
nursery thymes’ often use metaphor, personification, hyperbole and other rhetorical
language. This has the effect of regulating the atmosphere in the discourse, as well as
injecting a dose of humor into his novels. In addition to expressing his personal
feelings, the nursery rhymes in his novels have also have played an important role in
mapping and criticizing society. Showing society from a children perspective is a
powerful technique, which can be used to humorous effect.
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(2) Allegro
Allegro is also known as “Shulaibao”, “Shunkouliu”, “Liukouzhe” and

“Lianzizui”, and is a form of talking and singing favored by the people in China. In
the past, people used to call it “Shunkouliu”, and in operatic circles, it is referred to as
“allegro”.

Allegro talking and singing is very simple, as for the instrument, it is just two
simple bamboo boards. The number of performers may be many or a few, and the
lyrics can be long or short. The performers generally set the scene to stir the feelings
of the audience then sing while improvising, to promote their views and opinions.
What they say and sing is presented in easy-to-understand words, it is lively,
humorous, with lasting appeal. It has an extremely strong rhythm, which is refined,

appropriate, fast, and easy to grasp, it is a way of communicating a message which is
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convenient, and fast. Allegro will often use, exaggeration and elaboration to depict
characters and the plot, it is a particularly clever humorous art style. In today’s society,
it has an important social function: to expose, criticize, parody, ridicule, counsel,
educate, entertain, express anger, or praise.!

The allegro passages, which express humor in Mo Yan’s novels are divided into
the following categories:

(2.1) Satirically humorous allegros

In Mo Yan’s novels, the satirical allegro usually uses a catchy rhyme,
exaggeration, metaphor, or irony to describe a person or a thing. The people and
things described in the allegros are nonsensical and ridiculous in a satirical way
reflecting the erosion of the social environment in China.
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(2.2) Humorous allegros sung by street merchants
Allegro was originally popularized by street entertainers, who sang mainly for
money. In modern times, to attract the attention of shoppers at the market, many street
merchants have written some catchy allegros to sing while selling. The lyrics usually
exaggerate things, and are far from reality; however, their ability to make up
memorable tunes makes customers laugh, while at the same time increasing sales.
This this kind of allegro is often found in Mo Yan’s novels, it is attractive to readers
because it is both humorous and relaxing.
TN EETE R, 25X EE%.
AFHLEPFR, BFIT O SR,
KRB ERES, TLTRITFFE,
REYIEIERANE, B @ISR .

" Dai Qixiao #H:WE, Dangdai zuixin liuxing shunkouliu daquan 4

(B iR RZFEHRAE, 2010 4), 261 71,




190

KOG HEER R B, T —FEANL,
‘AN, AR BERAS, RAE.
BE=A, ZE2B; £OA4, WXE,
HTARA, AME; BRA, KA, MEREBLEE DT e
—XT () F157
(2.3) Tendentious humorous allegros
In Mo Yan’s novels, tendentious allegros usually satirize government
departments and policy using exaggerated language to promote a particular point of
view, which may be controversial; however, because it is presented in a humorous in

and relaxed manner, readers are more likely to understand the authors perspective.
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4.2.2 Humor created using humorous short stories

Chinese culture is one of the richest cultures in the world. Over thousands of
years folktales have been passed down from one generation to another. Although they
are based on reality, they usually include an element of fantasy as well. Folktales are
favored by the working class, who have adapted and changed the stories over the
years.

Telling stories is Mo Yan'’s specialty. He said that the people from his hometown
are masters at storytelling. His interpretation of traditional folk stories makes them
more enchanting and compelling to audiences. Mo Yan gave a speech themed “the
storyteller” at the Swedish Academy, when he won the Nobel Prize for literature, he
said, “I'm a storyteller, because I tell stories, I won the Nobel Prize for literature.”Mo
Yan writes atypical stories that have a unique charm, these amusing and enlightening
stories are attractive to readers who keep buying his novels.

The humorous stories in Mo Yan’s novels can be divided into the following
types:

(1) Humorous stories with buffoonery

This type of story is usually ridiculous, normally there is no social or political

criticism, this kind of humor is particularly favored in rural areas of China. Mo Yan
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often tells comedic stories in the form conversation, he creates hilarious situations that
showcase his unique comedic talent.

For example, in the short story collection “White Dog Swing”, there is a story
entitled “Straw Sandal Print”. In this story Dashen relates his experience of selling
shrimp paste, which is very funny.

(2) Witty stories

Mo Yan occasionally includes witty stories in his novels. For example, in “Cat
Things Constellation”, Mo Yan wrote a short witty story called “Buy Green Onion”:
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(3) Absurd humorous stories

The Colombian author Gabriel Garcia Marquez used magic realism to portray
the strange reality of Latin America. Mo Yan’s northeastern home Gaomi is also a
magical land. Inspired by magic realism, Mo Yan unconsciously uses his prior
experience of rural life to create stories about magic in the real world combining
exaggerated symbolism with the surreal. For example, in “Old Grandpa” the legend
Pu Songling is incorporated into the story. The concept behind the characterizations is
animal humanization and human animalization. The story is so absurd and
exaggerated because the humans and animals are not based on reality, especially the
short stories that feature animal humanization.

Lowly, vulgar animals are depicted as important sophisticated people in sharp
contrast to the readers’ everyday life experience, with hilarious results.

For example, the story “Cats and Dogs Become Enemies” from “Cat Things
Constellation” is also very funny. To claim credit for chopping wood, the cat tricks
the dog three times, using rhetorical language, which completely fools the owner who
punishes the dog in front of the cat, even though it was the dog who chopped the
wood. When Mo Yan told this story, he portrayed the characters using a metaphor
where the demeanor of cats and dogs was compared. The powerful contrast between

the two characters results in disharmony, which is used for comic effect.
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Overwhelmingly, Mo Yan’s humorous stories are a reflection of Chinese rural
life, fully embodying the working people’s rich imagination and true temperament of
innocence and optimism. This theme makes the novels more relevant and entertaining
for readers of contemporary literature.

4.2.3 Creating humor using memorable names and nicknames for
characters

Mo Yan is a master of humor, his humor is not only reflected in the language, it
is also reflected in his characterizations. He gives his character’s humorous names; for
example, he uses parts of the body to name them, he gives them names according to
their appearance, and he uses humorous nicknames. This literary technique adds
eccentricity to his novels. Mo Yan saturates his characters with life experience, they
reflect the thoughts of society through symbolic meanings and cultural subtexts.

(1) The formation of names of humorous characters in Mo Yan’s novels

(1.1) Naming characters using parts of the body

The humorous names of characters in Mo Yan’s novels are memorable because
they are unique and not mundane. For example, he uniquely uses parts of the human
body to name the characters in his novels. This way of unconventionally naming
characters is in contrast to the way people are traditionally named, it is funny because
the names are unexpected.

The best examples of this can be found in the novel “Frog”, in which most of the
characters are named after parts and organs of the body, such as Wang Gan, Wang
Dan, Li Shou, Chen Bi, Chen Er, Yuan Sai, and Yuan Lian. Mo Yan uses the names
of characters to show us the structure of the human body. The characters’ names
deviate from current and traditional names found in China, they illustrate local
customs in a rural context comically. Mo Yan’s characters are also cleverly named in
a way that reflects their appearance and occupation for comedic effect.

(1.2) Naming characters using lowly animals

In many of Mo Yan’s novels, he uses animals as the names of his characters. In
China today, this may seem to be rude and vulgar because many of the names are
offensive, such as tadpole in “Frog”, goose in “Straw Sandals Print”, and mule in
“Flies, Teeth”. Mo Yan humorously uses an analogy composed of metaphors to

construct his characters. Comparing people to animals is vulgar and obscene, he
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diminishes human dignity by making humans humble; however, this characterization
of personality and behavior makes the character more symbolic, and able to express
depression for humorous effect.

(1.3) Naming characters by exaggerating their expectations

Parents in China often show their dreams by the way they name their children, in
his novels, Mo Yan deliberately embellishes the characters by giving them ridiculous
names with the connotation of expectation, which because it is counterintuitive is
humorous. For example, in “Big Breasts and Wide Hips” Mo Yan names the seven
daughters from the Shangguan Family: Laidi, Zhaodi, Lingdi, Xiangdi, Pandi, Niandji,
and Qiudi. The seven names repeat the sound “Di”, which links the names together.
The meaning powerfully expresses the parent’s yearning for a son. This is an absurd
expectation, and he twists human nature to illustrate the desire. This technique is
funny because it ridicules the tradition of wanting a male heir.

(2) The reasons Mo Yan uses the above naming techniques

The first reason is because of the local rural culture where people superstitiously
believe that people with low names can achieve immortality, even now there are still
many places that still carry on the tradition.

In addition, parents think of their children as treasured possessions, like part of
their body, so they name their children after body parts and organs to express their
love of their children.

Mo Yan consciously violates convention by using funny names that are suited to
a rural context, with amusing results. In Mo Yan’s novels, these rude names seem to
follow the ancient customs of the countryside; however, after further investigation,
these names reveal the temperament and identity of the characters. This also has some
implications for the relationship between the characters, as well as the fate of the
characters, which indicates Mo Yan carefully considered their traits.

(3) Creating humor by giving nicknames to characters

A nickname is used in addition to the given name of a person, for fondness or
mockery. For example, the name Zi is used as a childhood name or a pen name.
Currently in China, it is fashionable to have an unusual nickname, which is very
different from the proper name. Compared to proper names, nicknames are more

imaginative, more popular, more exaggerated, more humorous, and easier to call
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because they use figurative and symbolic language. Moreover, the nickname may also
contain praise, sarcasm, ridicule, hatred and other emotions.

Mo Yan demonstrates his literary skills when he writes novels, he uses his
imagination to nickname his characters in a humorous way. These nicknames are
ingenious because he uses figurative language, such as metaphor and metonymy to
create nicknames that identify the characters’ traits. More importantly, the nicknames
that Mo Yan uses downgrade his characters to be vulgar, he puts them in vulgar
situations, parodying the serious and noble through the expression of sarcasm and
irony. These clever nicknames contribute to the atmosphere and fun found in his
novels.

The nicknames in Mo Yan’s novels that make people appear humble are divided
into the following categories:

(3.1) Humor caused by the homophonic names, such as “Fantong” in “Life and
Death Are Wearing Me Out”.

(3.2) Humor caused by exaggerating characters’ physical defects, such as
“Xiangyouhui” in “Big Breasts and Wide Hips”.

(3.3) Humor caused by stressing the strange behavior of characters such as

“Gaoerxiedi” in “Frog”.

4.3 Analysis of the construction method of Mo-type humor from the perspective
of linguistics

4.3.1 Humor caused by the violation of the cooperative principle

Grice stated that people often intentionally or unintentionally break the
cooperative principle in daily communication, which causes an inconsistency between
the speaker's intention and the actual outcome. This type of humor is often found in
Mo Yan's novels. This section uses linguistic analysis to examine the humor caused
by violating the cooperative principle.

Humorous language is often expressed by the use of rhetoric. Rhetoric can be
described as a humorous fermentation agent, because it can make the language clever
and more interesting. Not all rhetoric results in humorous effect. Suo Zhenyu in his
Pragmatic Course added to Grice’s conversational implicative theory, and proposed

the principle of appropriateness. Under the principle, he put forward sub-principles of
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humor. He stated that humor comes from humorous language, and that the humor is
created by the various elements of variation use. It has three characteristics: non
harmony, fun and fitness.?

Rhetorical devices show the effect of humor, the language must be peculiar fresh,
lively, clever, conform to the context, and display a certain harmony. Moreover,
rhetoric can be used to make people laugh.

Some rhetorical techniques are used to create humor in Mo Yan's novels, and
this humor is often created by violating the cooperative principle.

(1) Humor produced by the violation of the maxim of quantity

The maxim requires us to provide the exact amount of information in
conversation, not more or less, which means the proper degree.

There are two conditions of the violation of the maxim, one is too much
information in the exchange and the other is not enough information. Humor can be
found in both conditions.

Humor produced by the excessive information provided by one side.

BFBILEMNAZRELFR, AHBEFR, ERKREFR, £k,
&H.F BB wh, R B A5 HBEZWR., ARNEBE
R, EMATEER, ETREZFR, ALTEwRANLELTHEK,
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IR, ENEWNERLE EROFLEE, KEWWMEL, XK E
L. BRGEAFE, HTHIERZFF R,

—X% (EE) % 69N

This section mainly describes the thoughts in the mind of the investigator Ding
Gouer who was driven by a sense of justice when he saw a lifelike cooked baby at a
feast, which was there to entertain him. In this example, the author used his
imagination to provide extra information, he described repeated cycles of baby cries,
which, occurred while the food was being digested. His thoughts are developed
gradually, and at the same time, beyond our logical thinking, which makes it both
funny and stimulating. Apart from humor, there was tears, and it is an indirect

satirical take on the luxury and corruption in society.

(2) Humor produced by violation of maxim of quality.

* Suo Zhenyu Z¥EP], Yuvongxue jiaocheng iBFF#E (dbn: Jbni REHfRA:, 2000 4E) |
2 100-103 7.
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The maxim of quality requires both sides not to be untruthful, and also not to
make statements, which cannot be supported by sufficient evidence. Honesty is
fundamental to the principle, people often intentionally violate the maxim in real life
and by making false statements or lying. For example, they use irony, hyperbole and
other rhetorical skills to alter the effect of the communication to make it humorous.

In Mo Yan's novels, such skills are often employed to create humor. The
following section analyzes humor through the violation of the maxim of quality and
rhetorical skills.

(2.1) Exaggeration

Exaggeration is the act of making statements that characterize something as
better or worse than it really is. Authors who employ this technique paint pictures in
the mind of the reader with their vivid imagination. Exaggeration places emphases on
the expression of emotion. Exaggerated rhetoric cannot be regarded as fact; it breaks
the basic requirement of the maxim of quality.

However, not all exaggeration is humorous, to make exaggeration humorous the
exaggerated words and statements must contain something unreasonable to make it
comical.®> Mo Yan often breaks the principle by using words or phrases, which are
exaggerated for comedic effect. He exaggerates the characteristics and functions of
things by boasting unrealistically. In addition, he exaggerates his characters’

expressions or feelings about daily life, For example:

KEFHE, BIRKWEAR, ZEARNMLET, TEETR, A4
AHBEEIA, PREZSIBERAKRELE, RLARERNES, K
AN, SR, Bt ks, AMEE, LM IR, HAMABLEZR
hoRag, LRKXTEXRER!

—X3F (&) $208-2097

Chen Bi had nothing, he relied on playing the part of Don Quixote in a small
restaurant, acting the fool to survive. He could not swallow his pride, he boasted
about being of noble birth, and compared his daughter's beauty to being beyond the

fairy whose face he had burned. Such unanticipated exaggeration can be rather funny.

(2.2) Inversion

* Suo Zhenyu Z¥EP], Yuvongxue jiaocheng iBFHZF#UFE (bt Jbni Rt fRA:, 2000 4E),
596 1.
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Inversion mainly emphasizes the semantic opposite. Litotes or irony, employs a
certain mood and tone to express the opposite meaning, making the reader think of the
real intention, leaving the aftertaste of humor. This rhetorical device violates of the
cooperative principle of the maxim of quality because the reader knows the situation
is false. This type of humor requires readers to think more deeply to understand the
witty and playful artistic effects.

(2.2.1) Sarcastic irony

Irony is the expression of meaning by using language that usually indicates the
opposite, typically for humorous or emphatic effect. For example:

T, Lz EREha—RFMERA, XEARATERE, FHAX
B, FITHEFERTG OUEFIRY , RRFRMNKERS, MIEHEN
R ERITZTHOER—HFT S,

—%7 (BEE) #1157
(2.2.2) Tender inversion
Litotes is another type of inversion. This type of figurative language relies on
understatement to emphasize a point. After reading, the reader may feel surprised. In
Mo Yan's novels, this form of rhetoric is often used to evoke humor even though it
violates the maxim of quality. It is a way of making the text funny and more
appealing to the reader.

“REAARARAE, ERABREER, ENTHRET IR VRGILT, Kt
BERARBET 7 AT F Ao

o & Py AR FHALE bk, L EMRACK, Tt ARG IFAE
BT ARTBUARBBRR TR, 8 FEHX, 7 @R, BARe
HA6rE TR !

PIATFAZEREREK, H: “BFRNELI—FZAT!”
“RBY 7 KA, “FRIMRLZHERK L, X KIREH]
—X3T (ARETFEZIHK) F2927W
(3) Humor produced by the violation of the maxim of relation
The maxim of relation requires both sides to talk about only what is relevant to
the conversation, the content must be clear and concise. In real life, people often say
something irrelevant to the conversation, which to a certain extent breaks the maxim
of relation. When the discourse strays to irrelevancy, the listener desires to explore to

try to uncover the truth making the language funny and more interesting.
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Mo Yan often uses language, which can be open to misinterpretation, which
violates the maxim of relation, to create humor.

(3.1) Allegorical sayings

An allegory is form of extended metaphor, an allegorical saying is defined in the
Modern Chinese Dictionary as being composed of two parts, the first part is like a
riddle and second part is the answer to the riddle. Usually, the true meaning is
revealed in the second part.* It is the contextual juxtaposition of two parts, the first
part expresses the riddle while the second part expresses the answer. Sometimes, the
second part is removed, leaving the listener to deduce the answer from the first part,
which makes the discourse more fun and thought provoking. The first part is usually
irrelevant to the conversation, which breaks the maxim of relation. When the listener
understands the author’s intentions the humor is revealed.

Mo Yan often uses allegorical sayings in novels, which are taken from his
experience of life.

(3.1.1) Allegorical sayings with the contextual juxtaposition of two parts.

Mo Yan uses two-part allegorical sayings, of the type, where paralleling in the
context appears at first, then incongruity between the former and latter forms inhibits
the habitual flow of speech, making readers confused. When the answer to the riddle
is revealed readers are suddenly enlightened and laugh in relief.

T AR BRETRAEK, mERLT, 7 RREEEERI, “UFR
%% frat, R —AARINA, FHAL, AAREKMNERGEX,
BRI A B Ry eeeee

—FF (EREF) F24N

(3.1.2) Allegorical sayings without the second part.
In addition, Mo Yan uses two-part allegorical sayings, of the type, where the
meaning is usually hidden in the second part; though, only the first part of the riddle is
given. Initially, for the reader, this may be confusing. However, when the meaning is

considered according to the context the humor is revealed.

“k a9 BN XL E R REG” |, BIRARLEHE R RES,
PRLBEREBLEMAYR, A ALE /ﬁ‘ﬁﬁ.‘x%ﬁﬁ"i"i AR B 2T,
AR RERZ —

' Chao Jizhou and Han Jingti JSe#kJEFIEhfiA%%, Xiandai hanyu cidian FAAIGEIR ML (G
5RO (bxt: FSEIIE, 2009 4E) , 9 1505 IT.
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—X3F (BE) %487

(3.2) Quotations

A quotation is a phrase obtained from a text or dialogue that is repeated by
someone who is not the original writer or speaker.’

Mo Yan's cites ancient poetry, previous dicta, and song lyrics from the theater in
his novels. Including references to other authors work in the discourse creates a sense
of incongruity, thus interrupting the flow of language, contrary to the cooperative
principle. The quotation may be inconsistent with the context to make it humorous.

(3.2.1) Quotations taken from poetry

When Mo Yan writes poetry, sometimes he combines ancient style prose with
modern text. This mixture of styles is inconsistent with the reader’s expectations and
often results in humor. Furthermore, by setting ancient poetry within a modern
context he gives it an up to date real life meaning, which can be both preposterous and
funny.

AT, BAT LFAMBRNLIKE, KELKE, “HFHFAR
B, RiF#HTLERE”
—%3F (EE) F210

(3.2.2) Quotations taken from song lyrics and dramas

Mo Yan’s creative thoughts are represented through various literary methods.
For example, sometimes he uses the lyrics of songs to express his feelings. The songs
have a powerful rhythm and their inclusion gives his work a sense of uniqueness not
found in novels by other authors. In addition, the lyrics from the songs tell a part of
the story, which makes the narrative more enjoyable.

B, RAT, Amiitiie b, I EIRIERE 9% B A M A H e 4%
B AT L, FIo kg st £t
—%7F (EE) 1517
(3.2.3) Quotations taken from famous sayings
Mo Yan also uses some famous ancient and modern sayings, in his novels, to

humorous effect. They tend to be symbolic and are familiar to readers, even though

* Wang Xijie and Li Weiqi FANMZLER, Xiucixue B (K¥b: WIE MG K% HRA:,
2012 4F) , % 198 UL.
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they are taken out of context. Sometimes, he modifies proverbs to make them
ludicrous and funny.
FNZFR B, BT EK, CAKXEE, TNHE&G, F24
o XAANGEIERN, HHERAFEN, 7
—X% (EAEF) $2907

(3.3) Misrepresentation

Homonymy is the relationship between words that happen to sound the same but
have different meanings while polysemy refers to a single word, which has multiple
meanings.

The use of homonymy and polysemy allows the meaning to be ambiguous,
which results in humor. This disambiguation interrupts the reader breaking the maxim
of relation.

Mo Yan often uses homonymy and polysemy to generate humor in his novels.
From a linguistic context, characters may pretend not know the intended meaning,
resulting in confusion that evokes humor.

(3.3.1) Misrepresentation using homonymy or similar pronunciation.

To create humor, Mo Yan often represents the original meaning of a word with
the homophone of the word to create a new connotation. The connotative meaning
usually differs completely from the original meaning, which is especially innovative
and humorous.

A ARTAERT. 7
“TRRTAMH2ET? &5 ) RFHRA -, BRELKRT. 7
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(3.3.2) Misrepresentation by polysemy.
Many Chinese words have multiple meanings, as with English, different
meanings are suitable in different contexts. Mo Yan manipulates homonyms and

heteronyms to create a variety of comedic outcomes in his work. Sometimes, he uses
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polysemic words intentionally, thus endowing one word with multiple meanings,
leaving readers to ponder over what is actually intended.

BAVG DL AL, B A AEARFRRE, £LFEHLFRR
L

— X5 (aPRTFR-FFRZEL) F3490

(4) Humor caused by the violation of the maxim of manner

The maxim of manner requires us to speak clearly and directly when
communicating; however, in real life people often use words, which have multiple
meanings for humorous effect. When readers use their imagination to find the implied
meaning the fun and charm of the language appears.

Mo Yan often draws from his experience of rural life in his novels. He uses
rhetorical devices such as euphemisms and puns, which can enchant the reader
through humor.

(4.1) Pun

A Pun is a play on words, which have more than one meaning, it exploits the
different possible meanings of a word. The hidden meaning is what the speaker tries
to express.® Puns are a rhetorical device commonly used to express humor. Words that
have multiple meanings are often used by authors for comedic effect. Through
imagination readers can understand the meaning. Puns are ambiguous expressions,
which break the maxim of manner.

“X45, T ELNNE, R EHEBEL, BELE, ANFhLR—I
‘%o ” ‘g\_m']i}éo

“RAe, il FEie i ARdT ok, RRBIHAME CBXE . 7

Ao
—%F (aHRTFR - ZED) F1397
(4.2) Euphemism

Euphemism in Chen Wangdao's the “Rhetoric of Science” is referred to as
Wanzhuan. He noted that when we speak about sad situations we do not speak

straightforwardly, we use subtle words to imply what we mean.” The most significant

® Wang Xijie and Li Weiqi EAZMZEL4ER, Xiucixue $BE2E (K¥ WM K= H iR
ft, 2012 4£) , 2 56 .
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feature of the rhetorical device is the intention, which is to euphemistically express
the meaning by tactful implication using amusing language is. The reader must figure
out the author’s real intentions according to the hidden meaning. This breaks the basic
requirements of the maxim of manner, and is contrary to the cooperative principle.

When the reader realizes the true meaning the humor is evident. For example:

COMEMIE B ES K, RRTE, EELHHL3? BFNTRRET
2T, BAMRLER, FF0, BH-RAKLFT, HCET. 7 e
BREH, “SREJNZNFTTE,. —HEWFTTEHAELT RS, &
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REFHAER, RALKRNGH. 2HHETEL, ALREXFTE
R, BINTRRT, —AU—AF, ETERRPR, MERTZAH
To »

—XF (aBPRTR - FHFT) $251-2520

4.3.2 Humor produced using analogy

An analogy is a comparison between two things. It is a linguistic expression
where two things or ideas, which are very different each to other are compared. It
describes ideas or thing by comparing them to something that is familiar.

Metaphors and similes may be used to create an analogy. An analogy tends to
contain more detail than either a simile or a metaphor. It is often vivid and humorous,
which enhances the language and appeals to the comic emotions of the reader.
However, not all analogies are humorous. Humorous analogies, which appear in
general rhetoric have different aesthetic aspects. General analogies take closeness,
resemblance and coordination as principles; however, humorous analogies
deliberately pursue large contrasts and comparisons. resulting in absurdness caused by
incongruity.® Therefore, a humorous analogy often shows greater contrast between
things and ideas than an analogy found in general rhetoric, resulting in humorous
discourse.

The figures of speech found in Mo Yan’s novels can be divided into three types:
simile, metaphor and metonymy. To investigate how these forms are humorously
adopted by Mo Yan, relevant related research was collated, combined, then

summarized.

* Gong Weicai ZB4EA, Youmo de vuvan vishu KUERME S A (EK: BEPRHIMGH:, 1993
), 5219 .
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(1) Simile

Simile generally has both tenor and vehicle, which are connected with obvious
indicators of resemblance ‘like’ and ‘as’ etc. If the general simile just pursues
aproposity and excellent likeness, the effect of humor cannot be attained. Only with
certain discordance can the effect of humor be realized. Purposefully uglifying,
exaggeratedly beautifying or super-novel imagination can form strong comparison
with people’s common experience, thus creating a kind of humorous joy.

(1.1) Comparing the noble or upper class to ugly things

MR A Sk 0 ok s Ae ok, B A T o9 F R — Wik ladn & A
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(1.2) Comparing humble animals to the noble or upper class
Comparing noble persons or things to vulgar things can cause unpredictability, in
the same way that comparing unpleasant things or people to noble persons or things

can, which is used for humorous effect.

R K ZFINEILK T, KRRGFCMEMRE R L, WIRAT A
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(1.3) Humor caused by taking a humble position or foul language using

metaphors
Mo Yan often uses some extremely vulgar words related to the reproductive
organs in his metaphors. Intellectual readers who lack experience of the countryside
might advocate a more elegant style of writing; however, writers who challenge
traditional writing methods, and are brave enough to use vulgar language in their
work are rare; consequently, readers who are more broadminded will have a more
enjoyable experience. When this type of linguistic expression is used both freshness
and disharmony are felt by the reader. However, when readers understand the foul

language in context, the result will be humor. For example,
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(1.4) Humor produced by the novelty of a verbal image.

Superb language skills are needed to produce humorous language. Authors can
use their vivid imagination to create novel verbal images, which form unique pictures
in the mind of the reader making the language livelier and more interesting. Mo Yan
sometimes through lighthearted tone of speech uses creative imagery to create a novel
and unique picture for the reader. In addition, sketched images between the discourses,

which contain humorous ideas help to maintain the reader’s interest.

KRINA X —NERT AR BT E X EFE (Oloroso Sherry) —#F
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(2) Metaphor

A metaphor is a type of figurative language that compares one thing to another
thing, one common form is a is b. There are similarities between the things being
compared but essentially they are different. This is also contrary to the maxim of
quality because the real meaning is different from the figurative meaning.

However, not all metaphors are humorous, Suo Zhenyu explained in “The
Pragmatic Course” that all analogy is not humorous. To create humor, it must make
things uglier or more uplifting, or it must make beautiful things more vulgar.” The
metaphor is a type of simile, which does not require like or as to make a comparison.
Mo Yan uses this form of rhetoric to give his characters’ dignity. He deliberately
demonizes people and things by reversing the roles of the noble and the humble to
vent inner contempt, which results in a humorous discourse that portrays a sense of

incongruity.

’ Suo Zhenyu Z#E¥, Yuvongxue jiaocheng IEFHZAZEE (55 2 W) (Jbat: JbRt KA HfEAL,
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(2.1) Metaphors that animalize human beings.

In his novels, Mo Yan purposely portrays human beings as inferior animals to
indicate his dissatisfaction and dislike of aspects of contemporary society. This
characterization allows him to contrast reality with fantasy while simultaneously
using humor to convey a message.

KA EBHA— KR, BINAFLEY, HETF, HETHRALM
BF . KA
—%3 (AAAF) 34T

(2.2) Metaphors that make people or things ugly.

Mo Yan knowingly exaggerates human characteristics by making them uglier,
which strengthens the incongruity found in the discourse. His characters use vulgar
metaphors to utter brave words that others dare not say. Using figurative language in
this way the author is able to deliver his message in a courageous and amusing style.

FACAG G AT A, BT RSB BRI R —ARAA R I LHEHN )
R, RERRALIMLIEAY B ERINGHFFR—RAER, LLEAREL
KR o

(2.3) Metaphors that make humble things seem uplifting.

In his novels, Mo Yan uses metaphors that make the humble appear noble. The
unpleasant is described as unusually beautiful and attractive, which is funny because
it is ridiculous.

RAE P B —F BRI T E R ReE, K E FEE ey
U BhF, &A4F°F, i kA, BEZHAXAET Lo R0RE
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— %3 (ARET) #128-1297

(3) Metonymy

Metonymy is figurative language where one word or phrase is exchanged for
another with which it's closely related.!® It does not appear metaphorical as there are
no direct comparisons made making its use subtler and more profound. Metonymy

allows the author to substitute similar words or phrase to represent an experience.

" Chen Yujin [#i¥%, Xinbian hanyu shivong xiuci shouce FrémiiEscHBERETM (b
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Unlike the metaphor, which involves direct comparison, metonymy only requires one
element. Metaphors are based on similarity whereas metonymy requires the words to
be more closely associated. This type of figurative language is subtle, complex and
thought-provoking. Metonymy, when skillfully employed, makes language more
vivid, and richer in connotation, which results in humorous literature. Mo Yan often

uses metonymy in his novels to add wit to a situation.
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Mo Yan also adopts folk sayings in to metaphors to create comedy in his novels:
Some folk sayings are regarded as the vehicle in metonymy. These sayings with
fixed forms are orally popular with the masses, which are popular, vivid, interesting
with strong language and expressive form. These sayings often make the discourse

more humorous and vivid.
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In conclusion, Mo Yan constructs his kingdom of humor from three literary
perspectives: folk humor, culture and language. His work is often humorous, and
although it is sometimes critical of humanity, it conveys his profound thoughts and

emotions to his readers in an entertaining and light hearted manner.



Chapter Five

Emotional characteristics of Mo Yan’s humor

5.1 Black humor

After the cultural revolution, China’s political and social environment gradually
began to open up, the restrictions on art and culture were progressively reduced and
many foreign ideological trends and classic works were brought to China, such as
“Marquez”, “Freud” and “Sartre”. In this environment, Chinese writers began to be
influenced by international literature, which was later reflected in their own work.
Black humor was imitated and referenced by many writers. The technique of using
irony to ridicule society is apparent in many of Mo Yan’s novels, so it is no wonder
that the western critics of Mo Yan’s works have labeled it “black humor”, and in an
interview, he said that “black humor was the way to live”; in fact, the Nobel Prize for
literature was awarded to “Mo Yan”, in 2012. “Mo Yan” means “shut up”.

5.1.1 Restrained narration

Mo Yan often uses ironically restrained narration to create black humor in his
novels, “irony refers to using negative words to speak positively or positive words to
speak negatively, which means using statements that are contrary to the contextual
meaning, so as to achieve the rhetorical effect of satire and humor.”! In the use of
irony, the hidden meaning is contrasted with the real meaning to create the effect of
humor.

Restrained narration is a form of irony, which Mo Yan uses frequently.
Restrained statements are “one of the ways to express irony.” Simple words are
purposely used to convey strong emotions. The restrained statement technique breaks
previous narrative traditions, using defamiliarization methods to create a reading
experience that deviates from normal thinking. The language, which is used can be
very cruel and violent, extremely simple, very calm, and gentle. It demonstrates
incongruity by in the form of comedy through tragedy, resulting in black humor.

For example, from the context of “revolutionary romanticism”, when “I”’ see my

comrades and the captain killed in the war, is described below:

' Zhang Jinquan and Zhou Dan K4 iR FEFF, Yingyu cige daolun JEiEFEMR Sif (BRI 4
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In describing a heroic bloody battle scene, Mo Yan uses a dark tone, saying they
"fly" to the sky. The theory of logic rationality is used to objectively analyze his

words:
OERMFERARNYFT, FRTEREVATCHT RS (KAT
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The juxtaposition makes readers laugh. However, after the laughter stops,
readers are able to reflect on the cruelty of war, and the psychological trauma it brings.

5.1.2 Shaping “anti-hero” characters

Heroic images are often found in literary works; however, authors of black
humor look at society from the perspective of human nature, they can create comedy
from war, suffering, and death. They use anti-heroes who struggle in a harsh
environment. They differ from the traditional image of the hero who is strong willed
because their life is filled with uncertainty, and they constantly pursue their own
values, show their individuality; however, in reality are they are weak, finding it
difficult to escape from the fate of the tragedy putting themselves in ridiculous
dilemmas, such as Bily in “Slaughterhouse Five”, Yossarian in “Catch 22”. Black
humor writers expose cruel social realities by portraying anti-heroes with psychiatric
morbidity and funny behavior, so as to cause readers to think more deeply about life
and human nature.

In Mo Yan’s novels, there are many anti-heroes who are struggling farmers or
low class workers that pursue a simple life of self-sufficiency. Then, the
circumstances of life traps them, making them give up their morals and ethics to cope
with a situation, which causes their identity, thoughts, words and conduct to be
interrupted, thus creating black humor in a matter-of-fact manner. This research
analyzes the character of Ding Shitian from the novel “Teacher More and More

Humorous” to demonstrate how Mo Yan uses anti-heroes to create black humor.
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5.1.3 Changing time and space as well as absurdity of plot

Traditional novels tend to use a linear well-organized narrative to describe the
world. The arrangement of space and time is usually as it is in real life. The plot is
narrated chronologically from the beginning to the end, everything advances in order
from the past, to the present, and then the future. The space-time continuum is
described relatively neatly it is symbolic of the world we already live in. On the other
hand, black humorists overturn traditions to better reflect the absurdity of the real
world, they intentionally disturb the logical sequence of space and time. The thoughts
and conscious of the characters naturally integrate the past and present. Reality and
imagination are combined to illustrate the actualities of desperation and fear, resulting
in a chaotic plot and characters, which are funny.

Mo Yan was influenced by black humor written by international authors. Writers
in China use humor in novels to display social darkness a bit awkwardly. This part
analyzes how Mo Yan uses displacement of space and time combined with an absurd
plot to create black humor. In the story, “Humor and Fun” Wang San is afraid of
being beaten by his wife; finally, he turns into an ape when he has no way to escape.
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5.2 Blue humor

Mo Yan’s humor has another distinctive feature, which provokes emotion,
“blue” humor. Sex is a topic that has taboo been for thousands of years in China, but
because it has been long repressed in the heart of the Chinese, now that the subject is
out in the open it’s discussion is ripe for comedy. Nevertheless, not all sexual
connotation is humorous. The temptation of the naked body is a visual feast, which
would be difficult to construct humor around. Generally, the content of blue humor
tends to be illogical in terms of people’s daily life. Portraying absurd behavior is

cleverly used for comedic effect. Other forms of blue humor, which require skillful
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implantation are vague euphemism and tacit expression, when readers understand this
type of humor they will burst into laughter. Blue humor gives readers the ability to
perceive the irrationality of sex without resentment while at the same time making
them laugh.

“Blue humor” in Mo Yan’s novels is mainly reflected in two forms:

5.2.1 Explicitly creating blue humor using puns

Mo Yan often modestly refers to himself as a “farmer”. The working class are
pristine and pure; however, in rural areas the culture is different, the farmers’ daily
life is comparatively uncivilized, sometimes there are swear words in the discourse.
However, to represent the working class authentically, Mo Yan shows their true
nature in his work by capturing their innocence.

Mo Yan’s expresses blue humor skillfully. To avoid explicit sexual references,
sometimes he plays with words to hint at sex subtly, for example, when using puns, he
deliberately confuses similar words or phrases for rhetorical effect, whether humorous

or serious. Readers are shocked by the sexual innuendos, which makes them ideal for

comedy.
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5.2.2 Creating blue humor using crude words
Mo Yan grew up in the countryside, in his childhood he was influenced by the
crude language of the rural working class. To accurately represent the farmer’s rural
lifestyle, the discourse, in his novels, is often peppered with crude and vulgar
language. Using erotic symbolism in this manner challenged the traditional viewpoint,
which restricted literature of a sexual nature. Consequently, the language is rough and
uncouth, in contrast to prior times when diatribe of a sexual nature was forbidden.
When sex is openly discussed, emotions that have long been suppressed come to the
surface, resulting in laughter. Crude “blue humor” is used less frequently than other
types of humor, it makes people laugh through its ability to shock.
oA, PR, fRATITAY] P AT T .
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5.3 Grey humor
“Grey humor” is not a pronounced emotional characteristic of Mo Yan’s humor.

“Grey humor” is the humor created through negative depression. Mo Yan established
his own kingdom of literature. The characters in his novels are generally poor people
at the bottom of the society who suffer a gradually worsening situation. In his use of
grey humor to make comedic characterizations, Mo Yan demonstrates their bitterness
in the context of social change and human nature.

5.3.1 The distorted and absurd physiology of grey life

Mo Yan uses awkward situations, which arise in real life to reflect his characters’
grey lives. In the face of cruel reality, the characters’ conscious is twisted into
thinking abnormally, deviating from the ethics of the society, in contrast to what is

perceived as normal, for humorous effect.
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5.3.2 Grey characterizations
The grey characters in Mo Yan’s novels are the bullied and oppressed in society,
they have low self-esteem, and the only way they can endure the cruelty of reality is
through obedience. Usually, they a have fear in their hearts, and a fear of the

surrounding environment, which makes them mentally unstable and disconnected to
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reality. The language they use is in the discourse is illogical and their behavior is
irrational, and unexpected, which makes people laugh.
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5.4 Red humor

There are many definitions of “red humor”; however, none of them are definitive.
What is certain is that red humor exists. Its connotation is roughly related to the satire
of government, dispelling the superiority of politicians. After analyzing the relevant
associated literature, it can be concluded that red humor exists in Mo Yan’s novels. It
is realized through his satirical take on China's brutal political regime. Mo Yan uses

parody and exaggeration to make political statements that are both memorable and
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amusing. Red humor is effective because it highlights flaws in the political system
while poking fun at the establishment.

5.4.1 Political parody

Parody has been described as mockery or imitation, it is one of the most
important techniques used by postmodern authors. It is based on the exaggerated and
distorted, it is a humorous or satirical imitation of a serious topic. For example,
historical events, characters, and phenomena in daily life, such as classical literature
where the theme, form and style are parodied in the style of another composition,
normally for comic effect and often by applying that style to an unusual or
inappropriate subject.? In Mo Yan’s work, parody is used to satirize politics. This type
of humor is an effective way to criticize government in a light hearted manner, while
at the same time expressing a viewpoint.

Mo Yan also cleverly uses political parody in his novels to make his views clear
to his readers. This is significant because the ridicule of politics was forbidden for
many years.
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5.4.2 The absurd behavior of people involved in politics

During the period when the Chinese political landscape was more tightly
controlled, people followed a strict doctrine. When doing things, each step was taken
carefully. People were afraid to touch politically sensitive nerves. At that time, they
had to practice the “quotations by chairman Mao”, everything was in accordance with
his principals, the behavior of the people involved in politics became ridiculous. To
make readers more clearly understand the background to the stories in his novels, and

to more accurately represent the people’s everyday life, Mo Yan uses writing

techniques in his novels that calmly reflect the behavior of the people at that time, and
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now. The way people lived in the past is particularly difficult to understand for those

who were born after the 1980s and 1990s, they think it is absurd. Moreover, by

treating politically sensitive topics humorously, young people are able to get a better

understanding of how life used to be in the past, ensuring that it is not forgotten.
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Chapter six
Criticism of Mo Yan’s humor and the spiritual perspective of

Mo Yan’s humor

In October 2012, Mo Yan won the highest award possible in literary circles, the
Nobel Prize for literature. Many readers and literary critics had already appreciated
Mo Yan’s novels; however, this award cemented his place in history and resulted in
his books being much more widely available. It is well known that Mo Yan’s novels
have humorous aspects; however, some readers and critics have considered Mo Yan's
novels according to their own perspectives. They criticize Mo Yan’s works, which
reflects the amount of attention Mo Yan’s works receive in the literary world; for
example, Li Bin and Cheng Guiting’s “Mo Yan Critique”, which is a collection of
many writers’ articles who criticize Mo Yan’s work.

The world would be a boring place if everybody had the same opinion, different
people have different views. Some researchers have found his work to be too crude,
controversial or just plain absurd. However, with further exploration and careful
analysis, Mo Yan’s humor can be seen to be rich in profundity and aesthetics. His
sense of humor may not be to everybody’s taste, but he does make a lot of people

laugh. The very fact that it causes debate in society can only be a force for good.

6.1 The spiritual status of Mo Yan’s humor - as the humor of the people
In his 2001, Suzhou University's speech, Mo Yan mentioned the technique he
uses for writing folk stories. He explained that he thought folk writing should focus

13

on the writer’s creative ability. In addition, he said that when he is “writing for
people” he puts himself in a position that is cleverer than the people he writes about.!
In the creation of humorous discourse, Mo Yan has always taken the perspective of
the common people in his work, his humor from the viewpoint of the working class is
discussed in the following three parts:

6.1.1 Humor resulting from pure, innocent and common people

The funny characters in Mo Yan’s novels are common people at the bottom of

the society. They work in the village at traditional jobs, such as Yu Dashen who sells
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shrimp paste in “Straw Sandals Print”, and Hanzi who sells pet pigs and Ding Shitian
who is a redundant teacher in “Teacher More and More Humorous”. The characters
are rural old folk who appear in a lot of stories, such as the grandmother in “Cat
Things Constellation”, who is a mischievous and idle old woman. They have rich life
experience, and live in contempt of the fast changing society around them. The only
excitement in their life is telling jokes and gossiping after meals and days in the fields,
at first glance they may appear to be boring. However, as the characters develop
readers can see the fun in their pain, and their brave optimistic spirit eventually shines
through.

6.1.2 Humor created by berating people using insults

Mo Yan's novels mainly portray characters from the very bottom of society who
would struggle to survive in any country in the world. To depict characters
authentically, the diatribe will inevitably be vulgar and crude, often interspersed with
foul language, both entertaining yet insulting at the same time. In the discourse, Mo
Yan preserves the rural people's authentic dialect and mannerisms, presenting the
working classes’ everyday life from a naturally optimistic perspective.

Mo Yan's novels include humorous jokes that personify the lifestyles of the
working class; the language need not be totally offensive as some suggestive language,
which is not considered as rude is also present.

For example, in “Garlic Ballads”, the scene where a young couple squabble is
fast paced and funny, they put each other down with language that is more naughty
than crude, but is still amusing:
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Humor arising from conflict takes up a large proportion in the dialogue of Mo

Yan’s novels, and the coexistence of laughter and insults is a trade mark feature of
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Mo Yan’s humor. Some rude words have become more acceptable, due to long-term
use the meaning has become diluted, such as “fuck”. In Mo Yan's novels such
language is no longer considered as offensive as it was in the past:
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The evidence shows that Mo Yan's novels expose some unpleasant truths to
readers. The crude language in his novels may be considered offensive sometimes;
however, when the end result is so funny it is worth it. The language comes alive as it
reflects working class tradition, culture and language.

6.1.3 Humorous dialogue incorporating crude language

The lower and upper parts of the body are symbolized in a metaphor, “The so-
called lower and upper parts are compared to heaven and earth, respectively. The
lower part includes the reproductive and digestive organs as well as the associated
discharges, copulation, fertilization, pregnancy and reproductive process.”

A lot of crude language is found in Mo Yan’s discourse. Bodily functions are
openly discussed and the sexual imagery is potent. Mo Yan’s writing style expresses
an appreciation for ugliness in the new era. The humor is constructed in such a way so
as to use crude language to break traditional etiquette. It is cleverly conceived, and
more importantly makes readers laugh.

Mo Yan's novels were influenced by the freedoms offered by the new era. Crude

words, such as urine, shit, cunt, and fart that may cause offence are now no longer
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taboo thanks to authors like Mo Yan.

Mo Yan's humorous discourses contain the word "shit", such as in “Mature
Loofah’s Melon Pulp” where he introduces the “grass-eating family”, and Silaoye
who repeatedly shits on the grass.
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In addition, Mo Yan’s humorous discourses contain numerous erotic references,
sometimes harsh and explicit, sometimes subtle with euphemism, demonstrating a

new found sense of freedom with language use in the new era. For example,
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Mo Yan creates novels also contain a lot of crude language and sexual overtone.

To entertain his readers, he accurately portrays working class people’s nature with
original humor.

In short, Mo Yan knows his strengths, he expresses his opinions on topics, which

were once taboo. In addition, he is renowned worldwide as an influential author who

is not afraid to communicate in controversial language.

6.2 The spiritual direction of Mo Yan’s humor - social reality

Mo Yan’s novels are full of humorous discourse; he is a writer who empathizes
with the struggling working classes. his readers laugh as he parodies life and social
reality.

6.2.1 Satirizing politics

Mo Yan’s humorous writings often make profound political statements. Some
reflecting Mo Yan’s social responsibility and sense of mission as an author.

In the novel the “Frog”, he tackles one of the most serious matters that effect

rural Chinese, family planning. Mo Yan boldly used his skills as a novelist to present
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a sensitive national policy issue to his readers, indicating his bravery, courage and
spirit.
Furthermore, at the end of the novel, he uses a young man’s humorous words to

explain current family planning policy in China.
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Mo Yan skillfully uses the characters in his novel to discuss current family

planning policy in China, he exposes an ugly truth about family planning in China
today, that is, the people who are rich and powerful ignore the policy, and the people
who implement the policy according to the rules are those who have no power and no
money.

6.2.2 Satirizing bad social mood

Currently, China is in a period of social transformation, traditional ethics
morality, and behavior, which has been rooted in people’s thoughts for thousands of
years cannot change overnight, new values are in the process of being established.
The new China is driven by market forces. Mo Yan senses the change and exploits it
in his humorous novels.

For example, in the “frog” the bad temperament of swindler is satirized when he

tries to take as much money as he can from his victim.
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Mo Yan's “Wine Country” is a modern version of “Guanchang Xianxing Ji”,
which satirizes officialdom. The plot features a senior provincial investigator who
goes to wine country to investigate a case in which officials eat babies. The finger of
blame is directly pointed at corrupt officials. In “Wine Country”, the satire continues
as the officials are further ridiculed during a meal. At Ding Gouer’s feast in the hotel,
the leader of the coal and mine tried his best to induce toasts, with flattery, and

sycophantic behavior, with humorous results.
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Currently, in China corruption is not only a political and social problem, it also
effects other areas. In “Wine country”, the letter written by Li Yidou to “Mo Yan” is

used to expose the corruption.
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6.2.3 Satirizing socially backward government policy
Mo Yan’s writing not only exposes the darkness of society and politics in China,
it also reflects the mood of the people. This is especially evident in his satire of the
tradition of preferring men to women that is deeply rooted in the Chinese culture.
The backward government policy satirized in “Big Breasts and Wide Hips” and
“Frog” reveal the social reality that exists in the countryside, and exposes issues that

harm people, leaving readers to reflect on the implications.



Chapter Seven

Conclusions

7.1 Research summary and discovery

The objective of this study is to investigate the humor found in Mo Yan’s novels.
The research mainly analyzes (1)overview of the research status of humor and Mo-
type humor ; (2) factors, which influence Mo-type humor; (3) the construction manner
of Mo-type humor; (4) the emotional features of Mo-type humor; (5) the spiritual
connotations of Mo-type humor. The above research tasks, including conclusions and
discoveries made by the author, are summarized, in this chapter, as follows:

7.1.1 Overview of the research status of humor and mo-type humor

In this research, explanations are made using Chinese and English dictionaries
and encyclopedias. In addition, the humor is explained by analyzing Chinese and
international scholars’ work to summarize the type of humorous expressions found in
Mo Yan’s novels.

Furthermore, factors, which impact on the humor are analyzed from horizontal,
longitudinal and personality aspects. Horizontally, differences in culture between
different areas influence humor. Longitudinally, historical background is also an
important factor that affects humor. Finally, some classic lines from some sketches
and utterances from the discourse are analyzed. A prerequisite for the appreciation of
comedy is knowledge of the subject matter. Otherwise, it is hard to understand the
humor.

The analysis of prior research data that was collected shows that humor has been
extensively studied by multidisciplinary researchers from a variety of perspectives.
The most influential theories include the superiority theory, release discussion theory
and incongruity theory. Regarding research into Mo Yan’s novels, it was found that in
recent years his novels have increasingly been analyzed by researchers; however,
there were very few investigations into the humorous aspects of his novels. Therefore,
a study, which analysis the humor found in Mo Yan’s novels is necessary.

7.1.2 Reasons for Mo-type humor

In this research, the reasons for Mo-type humor are discussed both objectivity

and subjectivity.



222

Objectively, Mo Yan’s work was analyzed to find the reasons for the humor.
Lots of unique humor was found in his novels, which can be referred to as the Mo-
type style of humor. In addition, other types of objective humor that were found that
were categorized according to type.

Subjectively, the humor was analyzed from three aspects, it was found that the
distinctive humor found in rural areas of China had a philosophical influence on the
formation of Mo-type humor, historical context and the cultural transformation in
China also affected Mo-type humor. Additionally, it was found that authors from the
western hemisphere had a profound influence on Mo-type humor.

7.1.3 The construction manner of Mo-type humor

The construction manner of Mo-type humor was investigated by collecting and
examining data from the following three perspectives: literature, folk culture and
linguistics.

From the perspective of literature, it was found that Mo Yan mainly used two
methods of constructing humor. First of all, he created the character “Mo Yan” in the
image of his self. Secondly, he created humanized animal images. This research
emphasizes on “how” these methods were used to construct the humor.

From the perspective of folk culture, it was found that Mo Yan constructed
humor from three aspects: rhyme and allegro, incorporating humorous short stories
into his work, and giving his characters symbolic names and nicknames.

Linguistically, the focus of this study is on the following two construction
methods, adopted by Mo Yan to create humor: breaking the principle of conversation
with the cooperative theory and use of metaphors. In this research the construction
methods discussed above are further subdivided into the following three parts
according to the connotation of the principle of conversation and cooperative theory:
breaking the maxim of quantity, breaking the maxim of relevance and breaking the
maxim of manner. The humor, which results from breaking the above maxims is
discussed in terms of common rhetorical devices. In addition, an analysis of the
allegories and metaphors found in Mo's Yan’s work is included to give a better
understanding of the humor from a linguistic perspective.

7.1.4 Emotional features of Mo Yan’s humor

In this chapter, the following four emotional features: black humor, blue humor,

red humor and gray humor, are analyzed. It was found that Mo Yan created black
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humor using the following three techniques: refrained narrative, anti-heroes, and
disordering time and space with ridiculous plots. Blue or dirty humor was created
using implicit puns, euphemisms and crude language. Gray humor was created by
twisting the language and altering the character’s conscious. Red humor was created
by parodying political policies and satirizing people's behavior that was affected by
politics.

7.1.5 The spiritual connotation behind Mo Yan’s humor

In this chapter, the spiritual connotation behind Mo Yan’s humor, is investigated,
it was found that his work represents the views of the people, and he exposes elements
of injustice and inequality in the political and social system in China. This is regarded
as humor of the people for the following reasons: it is from the perspective of
ordinary citizens who are simple and naive, the humor is often derived from the use of
crude words and foul language, which people can identify with, and the content
reflects the tendency of lowering in accordance with Bakhtin's theory. The role that
this aspect plays is considered dialectically within the context of criticism on this
phenomenon from the literary field.

In addition, it was found that much of the humor penned by Mo Yan is to some
degree a reflection of the darker sides of society. Behind the humor is commentary on
social politics, he exposes social prejudice and is critical of retrograde thinking. He is
able to put across a point of view through his humor with social implications.

7.2 Criticism and suggestions

In this research, efforts are made to select the most representative examples of
Mo Yan’s work that correspond to the category of humor that is being analyzed.
However, because humor is subjective, people’s opinions will tend to differ on what
is funny. In addition, people from different cultural backgrounds will interpret the
meaning through their own life experience. Therefore, there will always be
disagreement among researchers and critics as to what constitutes humor. Literature is
a form of art, as such it is clearly ambiguous and subjective. Further studies on Mo’s
Yan’s humor should focus on collecting as much material as possible and screening it
to find more representative examples of humor to create a better understand of the
aspects of humor found in his stories.

Furthermore, this research investigates only a few aspects relating to the

construction manner of Mo Yan’s humor. He employs many techniques to portray
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humor, which means that there are many other construction aspects, which could be
explored and analyzed. More data needs to be collected and more work needs to be
done on integrating, classifying and rationalizing the figurative language to provide a
more comprehensive overview of his work.

Regarding the emotional characteristics of Mo Yan’s humor, only four aspects
were considered because the classification of the emotional aspects was limited to the
perspective of color. According to the analysis of related research, black humor, blue
humor, red humor and gray humor exist, nonetheless there are other aspects of
emotional humor, which could be investigated. While this research was being
conducted, initially, an attempt was made to perform a more detailed analysis of the
emotional characteristics of Mo Yan’s work using categories of color; however, there
were no established theories relating to this concept available to reference. Therefore,
further research needs to be done into the implications of color in humor, and how
aspects of emotions are distinguished by colors. There are numerous other types of
humor that may reflect color, which are beyond the scope of this research. Hence it
may be possible to create a more comprehensive analysis by categorizing humor
according to the emotional color it represents. This methodology could not only be
applied to analyze the humor in Mo Yan’s novels it could also be used to investigate
the humor found in other author’s work and applied to different media. Further

research is required to make this a possibility.
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