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Project Title: Buddhist Institutions and Social Work

Name of the Investigator: Assistant Professor Pratoom Angurarohita, Ph.D.
Abstract

Traditionally, the Sangha and Buddhist institutions in Thailand, unlike other
religious organizations, rarely provide people with centers for health care and treatment
or orphanage shelters, and etc. Contrarily, Buddhist monks and monastic establishment
have to observe moral disciplines according to the Vinaya and offer people spiritual gifts
or dhammadana. It is argued that social work is not Buddhist monks’ duty due to the
fact that it is worldly oriented. For such a reason, this research aims at studying social
work activities of some Buddhist institutions and also finding out to what extent they
have been successful in their work. Through intensive interviews and documentary
investigation, three distinctive features concerning their social contributions were found.

1. Most Buddhist monks, scholars, and laity have supported Buddhist institutions
and monks in their social work for the reason that their activities are in accordance with
the Buddhist teachings and at the same time give benefits to a large number of people,
especially those deprived of social welfare obligatorily provided by the government.

2. Five Buddhist temples and Sathira-Dhammasathan have different strong points
and weak points when practicing social work, but have encountered similar problems
such as lack of financial support and manpower. While Sathira-Dhammasathan has
relatively received support from domestic communities and international organizations,
those temples’ social work has hardly been recognized as “monk’s affair” by the public.

3. Offensive strategies would be more efficient in solving those problems
encountered. Building up close cooperation with people, communities, governmental
offices, and other organizations, and making use of all kinds of media would be helpful in
changing people’s attitude and gaining more support. More importantly, monks’ social
work and dissemination of Dharma must be balanced. In addition, monks have to strictly

follow moral disciplines and cultural norms while giving their social services.



By and large, the research achieves its purpose of enhancing knowledge and
understanding of Buddhist institutions’ social work activities in a Theravada Buddhist
society like Thailand. Moreover, other monks and temples may take the research results

into consideration when doing similar social work projects.
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