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Abstract

Vietnam is the main problem when considering the realtionship
between Thailand and Cambodia. The fact that Vietnam became more
powerful at the end of the reign of King Rama I posed a threat to Thai-
land, It caused a change in Thai policy towards tributary states in
this area, Thailand managed to exercise influence on those states in
order to neutralize the Vietnamese power. During the reign of King
Rama II Thailand annefﬂéeveral Cambodian border provinces by means of
military force, Cambodia, being once a Thai tributary state which had
to send tribute to Thailand, became more important than before., It
happened to be a buffer state between Thailand and Vietnam. Thailand's
efforts to regain the upper hand in Cambodia were not immediately
successful. They were finally successful after the Thai - Vietnamese
War (1831 - 1845), This war gave Thailand full control of suzerainty
in Cambodia until the reign of King Mongkut when France's colonial
activity expanded into the Indochinese peninsula. France claimed that
she was the heir to the Vietnamese suzerainty status regarding Cambodia.
With French expansion the Thhi - Cambodian relationship was forced to
change, Cambodia, the weaker of the two countries, needed Thai protec-
tion from Vietnam, and yet, also wished to maintain her unity in every
way. Both countries had to work out a policy enabling them to maintain
their security and resist Western power, The facts concerning these
subjects should be considered with regard to the self - interest and
attitudes of each sideat that time, in order to facilitate judging the

attitudes of both sides at the present time. As for the research done



for this thesis, it depended on one basic rule =~ that was to collect as
many sources as possible from various places to eowpare them to fihd out
the differences and resemblances between them, In some cases, protests
against former beliefs, found in various sources, are expressed in the
thesis, It can be concluded from the research that Thailand not only
attempted to gain complete control of Cambodia to maintain the security
of the country, but also regar&ed the land of Cambodia as Thailand?®s
rightful property. Even when it was necessary to abandon her claim over
@ambodia and to lose the main part of Cambodia to France in the reign éf
King Mongkut, Thailand still attempted to retain control of Siemrap and
Battambange This research was done in order to confirm that,
according to Thai sources, Thai suzerainty in Cambodia was more

cénvincing than that of Vietnam which France claimed as her own.
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