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Thesis Title Time-Words in Thail
Nanme Miss Normnid Wongsutthitham
Department Thai Language

Academic Year 1971

Abstract

It is the aim of this thesis to study the nature and func-
tion of time-words in the Thai language, hoth when occurring in
isolation and when occurring as part of a temporal phrase., The data
were drawn mostly from the Thai Dictionary of the Royal Institute
(1950 edition) and from a study of the everyday conversation of
people who use the Bangkok dialect. This thesis is divided into
five chapters. The first éhapter is an introduction stating the
problems, the purpose and the terms used in this thesis. The second
chapter deals with the definition and the classification of time-
words, Time-words may be classified into two classes: class 1
contains words which may fun;tion alone as a temporal Adjunct and
class 2 contains words which cennot function alone but have to be
accompanied by other words., Class 1 words may be subdivided into
two groups: the first group contains words which can function in
isolation only, and the second group words which can function both
in isolation and with other words.™ Class 2 words may be subdivided
into three groups: the first group contains words which can function
‘with time-~-words only; the second group words which can function only

with words of other classes; and the third group words which can



function both with time-words and with words of other classes.

The third chapter deals with the subdivisiops of class 1 and class 2
words on the basis of their possible inclusion in classes of words
which perform other functions. Thus, class 1 words may ke sub=-clas-
sified into eight sub-classes according to their varying functions
and class 2 words may be sub-classified into twelve sub~classes in
a similar way. The forth chapter deals with the constituents, the
patterns of structure and the functions of temporal phrases, The.
last chapter is a conclusion which points out that the meanings of

time-words have yet to be examined in dectail.
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