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ABSTRACT

The idea of choosing Sakuntala as the topic of this
thesis originates‘from the fact that King Rama VI named one of
his Thai-style operatic play "Sakuntalsd of Kilidasa, the Gem
Poet," which seems to imply that his work was a translation of
Abhijnanasakuntala of Kaliaasa, In the preface to his play,
however, it was explained that the form of the play was entirely
his own and not conforming to the NEEaka type of drama as written
by Kalidasa. Besides, the work was nét directly derived from
the Sanskrit text, but based on the English translation by Sir
William Jones, with occasional conmparison witﬂvthe translated
and annqtated version by Sir Monier Monier=Williams. It is,
therefore, very likely that a number of differences should exist
between the Sakuntald of the King and the AbhijfiZnadikuntala of

Kalidasa.

Another point of interest which makes Sakuntald a good
topic of the thesis is that the plot of Abhijﬁanaézkuntala is

by no means original. Its author Kalidasa skilfully adapted the



previously existing tale into a beautiful play. The source of
the play adopted by him might either be the Sakuntalopakhy&na

in the Mahdbharata or the éakuntaloﬁakhyana in the Padmapuraga°
Scholars of Sanskrit literature do not agree in this question°

Thus we have before us two contradictory opinions to examine.

It is the goal of this thesis to clarify the two knotty
points referred to above. In order to arrive at a practicél
and reliable conclusion, the researcher collected all data
available in.the Sanskrit texts touching upon the Sakuntald
episode as well as those in other relatcd litecrature and
opinions of scholars. These data were then translated into Thai,
criticall& evaluated, compared and analyzed. It was only aftexr
careful study thaf the researcher finally came to the conclusion
fhat the Sakuntald version in the Mahibhirata was the original
one and direct source of Abhijhanasakuntala of Kaliddsa, and
that the Sakuntalopakhyina of the Padmapurane was a late work
with strong influence from both the MahibhArata version and
Kalidasa's pléy; It is also possible that Kalidasa might have
incorporated some ideas found in the Buddhist Katthaharijataka

and the story of King Pelecritus in Greek history.

| With regard to the Thai play of this episode as written
by King Rama VI, it is foun& that the King wrote four versions
of the play, .two . of which were published during his lifctime,
It is found after a careful study that his fourth, or last
version is superior to the other three. It is different from

the Abhijfianasdakuntala in motivation, form, choice and roles of



ec?

!
characters and in literary art, with confirmb the point that

the King intended the play to follow the Thai dramaturgical
requirements as a dance drama and an operatic play, and not as

a Nataka type of play as in the Sanskrit original.

A suggestion for future research using the same prin-
ciples and methodology, is to study and compare the other works
of King Rama VI such as the Savitri and the Phra Non Kham Luang
which he based on the Mahabharata, or. to study and compare the
other plays of Kalidasa which are based on other literature
such as the Vikramorvaéiya, the play which Kalidasa based on a

hymn in the Rgveda (X.95), the éatapatha Brahmaga ete.
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