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KEY WORD: GEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS / TRIPs AGREEMENT / PROTECT
WIMARN LAODUSIT : POSSIBLE APPOACHES IN THE PROTECTION OF
fGEOGRAPHICAL INDICATIONS UNDER TRIPS AGREEMENT IN THE CASE OF
;THAILAND. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSO. PROF. DHAJJAI SUBHAPHOLSIRI
'197 pp. ISBN 974-634-930-9

i ‘The objective of this thesis is to find the approachs in the
protection of geographical indications for Thailand which is consistent with
TRIPs and is appropriate to economic conditions and the legal system by
studying the international rules and foreign laws which grant the protection .
to this subject as well as the level of obligations which Thailand is bound.

iThe study shows that the international rules and foreign laws which
are within the scope of this research do not appropriately offer the right
approaches for the protection of geographical indications for Thailand. The
study also finds that there are no specific laws which directly govern the
subject matter and the existing intellectual property laws and other laws
which are somewhat related to geographical indications are not consistent with
the obligations prescribed by the TRIPs Agreement.

The study suggests that Thailand should enact the sui generis law
protecting geographical indications according to the obligations laid down by
TRIPs which bind the member countries to grant the protection to this subject
by emphasising, for instances, on the prevention of the consumers's confusion
as to the origin of the products and the protection of the manufacturers from
unfair trade practices and the provisions for the protection of geographical
indications in wines and spirits. Since the policy and laws concerning the
protection of geographical indications are not clear yet, the protection to be
granted should merely meet the minimum requirements of TRIPs by 1) giving
broad definitions which do not necessarily set the conditions which strictly
relate the products and the geographical areas in details, 2) stipulating the
registration requirement so as to recognize the right to prevent the
unauthorized use of the subject, 3) giving ulimited period of protection,
and 4) having specific provisions for the protection of geographical
indications for wines and spirits in addition to those for general products.
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