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ABSTRACT

Article 56 of the Thai Penal Code of 1956 empowers the
Courts to exercise their discretion in applying probation as a
part of the suspended sentence. More than twenty years since
such provision has come into force the courts never made use of
probation simply because of lack of budget and qualified personnel
to be appointed as probation officers. Finally, in 1976 the
government agreed to provide probation services for adult offenders
and appointed the Ministry of Justice the authority to set up and
organize the Central Probation Office. According to the
government's policy, probation system will be extended to all

provinces throughout the country in the near future,

From the practical aspect, it appears that the law
establishing probationary criterions not only has some defects
which invent obstacles in working operation but also is inapprOpriaté
with the objectives of probation. Though the provisions concerning
presentence investigation provide an important step for the

selection of appropriate probationers by which the successful



outcome in probation is affected, but the court has still not
derived most benefits from using this measure. Therefore, The
number of inappropriate probationers who slip out from the
utilization of presentence investigation process are inclined
to get successful completion of probation lesser than those
selected through presentence investigation process. Besides,
the supervision process is confined with insufficient and
inflexible 3 conditions for probation which are imposed by

the court and this limitation on supervision has affected in

the methods for rehabilitation and treatment of probationers.

Research in this issue is conducted by collectsfng of
data concerning probation including interviewing one ad hoc
expert. It could be theoretically concluded that probation
is a significant measure which brings about benefits both to
offenders and society but it is deserved to amend the legislation
by changing criterions on which the court will issue orders for
presentence investigation as well as expanding the boundary of
probationary conditions in order to facilitate more efficiency-
of work. Thus, the avenue of this legal amendment may lead to

the better and complete probationary statute in future,
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