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POTCHANA AUENGPAIBUL : A DEVELOPMENT OF THE COMMUNITY LEARNING
PROCESS MODEL FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT : MULTI CASE STUDIES.
THESIS ADVISOR : PROF. RATANA POOMPAISAL, Ph.D., THESIS CO-ADVISOR :
PAN KIMPEE, Ph.D., 288 pp., ISBN 974-17-3900-1

The purposes of this research were to analyze a community learning process for
sustainable development and to develop a model for a community learning process regarding
sustainable development in multi-case studies. The study areas were the communities of Ban Tam
Nai located in the North, Ban Bu Yong located in the central part, and Ban Non Rang-Burapa located
in the Northeast. The researcher spent 18 months collecting data, analysing data, and reporting
procedures. Data collection was done through in-dept interviewing of both individuals and groups,
non participatory observations, and documentary study. Expert judgement was also used to examine
and evaluate the proposed model.

The research findings were as follows:

1. The community’s learning process enhanced its abilities to balance economic,
social and environmental development in a sustainable manner. Consequently, eight steps of the
learning process should consist of reviewing of life difficulties, examining critical assessment
undertaken by the community core group, relating the community’s discontent on public issues,
planning a course of action, implementing approved alternatives, assessing feedback, developing
self-confidence, and reintegrating into the livelihood.

2. The community’s implementation of initiatives aimed at sustainability resulted in
a richer environment, a better economy and a stronger community. Agricultural products were
improved and diversified due to integrated agriculture using organic matter for soil nutrition and
strong participation from community members in environmental and economy development.

3. The learning process for sustainable development must include all various
communities’ learning that have enhanced the community’s capabilities. These activities were learned
through participation in standard daily activities, from consultations or meetings, through observation
of community activities, learning from local wisdom, training and field trips, learning from mass media,
and through centers for knowledge transfer. Moreover, a learning process through culture and ritual
activities has played a significant role in the communities’ reliance on forest for their livelihood.
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