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ABSTRACT

Five social and economic developmet plans have been
implemented in Thailand during 1961-1968. The earlier plan laid
emphasis on rapid economic growth and in that process caused
social and economic disparity among various groups and localities
Awhilg rural areas were left uncared for as late as the last phase
of the fourth plan. As a consequeﬁce,'poverty in rural areas

was very much highlighted.

Efforts are then made to remedy this situation. The
National Rural Development Committee is entrusted to administer
rural development programs which start with the fifth  plan,

laying three conditions for implementation as follows:

1. Separation of budget for development and admini-
strative purposes.
2. Programs must be geared to real solution of poverty

. within. short period of time. Those aétivitiés which are mormal



gﬁ

functions of the government will not be included within - the
program.

3. Local people's participation is called for. They must

be includeA in the process of submitting, shaping up and

withnessing the programs. Programs must not be put into their

*

hands by government authority.

Condition of success of the administration of rural
deQelopment programs by the National Rural Development Committee
is on the Tambol or Commune development plan whieh is the plan
prepared by the lowest.level in the scheme of development plan
which encompasses local people's representatives. It is this
commune development plan that can reflect local people's mneed
while taking into considaration policy set by the government.

And this is the subject of this study.

Findings from the study are as follqws:

1. Coordination of various organs at national, provincial
and district levels in the effort to implement rural development
plan must be improved to achieve unity of plaJQng so that rural
people will truly benefit from it.

2. The -government would like_to see the bottom-up pattern
of_ development which calls for people's participation. It also
giyes Vmore credit to local organ, that is the Commune Council.
This organ is envisioned as being able to solicit and articulate
local people's interest in local affairs, and as such contrubutes
to promote democratic system.' This study flﬂds out that 'the

botteom—up pattern of development is poss1b1e yet the commune



o
council cannot solicit people's participation. It “fatls= to
encourage people to participate in rural development although the
commune council can perfrorm that function.

3. Commune development plan can account for the need of
the people only if the people take part in the process.
Otherwise, it will fail to respond to éeople's need. As for rural
poverrty, the remedy is possible only through five-minitry
programs which are small programs of one budget year. Yet it is
an effort of the government to solve rural poverty.

4. Factors contributing to serving the real need of the
- people within the framework of commune Pevelopment plan are the
unity of rural development program; administrative ability of the
governor and the realization of the value of the “commune
developmenf plan by all concerned. Absence of these factores

causes failure in rural development.
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