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This thesis is a study of lexical variation in Southern Thai
spoken in Phangnga and Krabi in order to divide the area into sub-dialect
areas. The results are compared with those of the previous studies of
phonological variation in the same area as well as those of lexical

variation in Surat Thani and Nakhon 8i Thammarat.

The data in this study were gathered by postal questionnaire.
There are 92 study locations - one in each Tambon. The respondents are the
headmasters of Tambon schools. The returned questionnaires came from 89.13

per cent of all the Tambon.

The study shows that Phangnga and Krabi can be divided into two
sub-dialect areas. The lingﬁistic boundary runs in the west-east direction
(from the coast of Amphoe Takuathung in Phangngalto Amphoe Au-luek and
Amphoe Plaiphraya in Krabi. The linguistic boundary found in this study is
near the phonological boundary. Moreover, when comparing the result of this
study with the result of lexical variation in Surat Thani and Nakhon Si
Thammarat, it was found that there are 2 main linguistic boundaries :
1. the boundary that runs in the north-south direction separating Phangnga
and Krabi from Surat Thani and Nakhon Si Thammarat; 2. the boundary that
runs in the west-east direction including most of the area of Phangnga with

Surat Thani and most of the area of Krabi with Nakhon Si Thammarat.
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