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# # 5985305729 : MAJOR POLITICAL ECONOMY
KEYWORD: Neoliberal, Border Health, Mae Sot Special Economic Zone
Ammara Sringam : STAKEHOLDERS IN BORDER HEALTH, MAE SOT SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONE.

Advisor: Assoc. Prof. Nualnoi Treerat, Ph.D.

The objectives of this study are to analyze the impacts of international migration of people on the
border development in public health and to study interactions of sample groups in connection with the public
health issues at Mae Sot Special Economic Zone. This research applies a qualitative methodology which consists
of documentary research and in-depth interviews as the main approaches. The study analyzes Thailand-ASEAN
economic integration and Thai’'s border development by utilizing neoliberalism perspectives impacts on the

development of border health situations.

As a result of the study, it appears that the border economic area has continuously been growing.
According to neoliberalism, it allows more flexible movement. A great number of non-registered migrant population
residing in mentioned area affect the border public health service sector on the insufficient supply of public health
facilities and public health personnel, the increasing number of the population, the spread of contagious diseases,
and the environmental issues which require more number of public health personnel. Furthermore, the public
health sector in specific area encounters with issue of expenditures which cannot be charged from migrants who
are in need of medical treatments in spite of the help from Mae Tao Clinic which alleviates such problem by
providing medical assistance for migrants with insufficient income. This corporation is considered international
collaborations between public health sector and foundations or Non — Governmental Organizations (NGOs) with
the purpose to serve those with insufficient income and to prevent contagious diseases across the border. While,
those with high income would opt for private hospitals which are more convenience and faster services. The
situation where migrants entered the country for medical treatments in governmental hospitals has brought the

patience of Thai people receiving treatments due to the mutual benefit among the Thai and migrants.

Field of Study: Political Economy Student's Signature .........ccccceeieveeiinnnen.

Academic Year: 2018 Advisor's Signature .........ccccceceeeiennnne
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m‘i’nﬁ 6 Annual Hospital Administrative Statistics, 2013 (Kayin State)

Sanctioned Available
No. Type Hospital Name
Beds Beds
(1) | General Hospitals with Hpa —an 200 258
Specialist Services
(2) | 100 Bedded Hospitals Hpapun 100 100
Kawkareik 100 120
Myawaddy 100 120
(3) | 50 Bedded Hospitals Hlaingbwe 50 50
(4) | 25 Bedded Hospitals Kyainseikkyi 25 46
Myaingkale (Hpa — an) 25 30
New Thandaung 25 30
Thandaunggyi 25 25
(5) | Station Hospitals 4 Station Hospitals in Hpa — An 64 78
township
5 Station Hospitals in Hlaingbwe 80 103
township
2 Station Hospitals in Thandaunggyi 32 32
township
3 Station Hospitals in Myawaddy 48 56
township
4 Station Hospitals in Kawkareik 64 81
township
2 Station Hospitals in Kyainseikgyi 32 50
township
1 Station Hospital in Hpapun 16 31
township
(6) | Total 986 1,210

Aun; Department of Public Health in collaboration with

Department of Medical Services, Ministry of Health
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Costs
No. Details
2013 2014
(2.1) | Health Services Expenses 35,607,506 38,434,906
(2.1.1) Supplies cost
- Boarding House Food 9,925,390 9,401,106
- Medical Supplies 16,003,455 18,641,430
(2.1.2) Patient support services costs
- Lab tests, X-ray and Scans at Mae Sot Hospital 1,957,705 1,611,433
- Referrals costs to Mae Sot Hospital 6,792,122 8,071,228
- Other Assistance for Patients 928,834 709,709
(2.2) Other Expenses (ex. Personnel costs, Other 71,802,101 60,265,722
supplies, Facilities costs, Travel, Activities,
Training etc.)
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UWE9IU: Shoklo Malaria Research Unit
@ﬁﬁummﬁ: Mr. Aung Myint Thu
WU Malaria Elimination Project
Fuidunwal: 19 nsngnAN 2561

From my organization perspective the big problem on border health in Mae Sot,
we are only taking care for emergency and infectious diseases in area where we have a
little more than primary care. Those patients who come with appendicitis or with sepsis
or which needs the ventilation that kind of cases we cannot treat in a migrant clinic either
in our clinic or Mae Tao Clinic, so in that cases it is really hard to refer for those patients
to refer because they don’t have any documents or insurance or they are just poor and
cannot pay for the treatment so that is one of the problems from a medical case. But
with another thing is with ANC, antenatal care so we have this ANC service and the
delivery service of those pregnant mothers. In the migrant clinics we have ANC for

malaria or child health, provide an ANC consultation team and a delivery service. For the

normal delivery if the mother is ok it's alright but once in a while you have this
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complicated labor or people came with abortions we have to refer to Thai Hospitals. At
the same time we have the kind of funding mechanism to that kind of thing. We only
have a little funding to do more than primary care in that case we have this system of the
refer for the more serious cases and the problematic cases to Thai hospitals and also
new bam baby as well. Something happen it rush it's very difficult and | think for the
migrants, a lot of them didn’t have documentations that kind of delay to Thai hospital or
Thai system, also they don’'t have money.

In the future it's a little bit hard to talk unless health care service in Myanmar is
better and look very fashionable. The privileges have been more established but | think
it is going to take a very long time. We have a lot of migrations but | think it is going to be
difficult but in order to stop for the people on emigrational scheme whether they have
documents or whether they don’t have documents regardless if their documentation. We
are small pilot learning if you pay 100 baht per month per person so they have this cover
or this kind of package this could be one potential but it is hard to tell so we are still

piloting this.

NUIL9U: Mae Tao Clinic
@ﬁﬁummﬁ: Mr. Seongmin Kim
ANLLIAUS: Fundraising Assistant
Fuidunual: 20 nangIAu 2561

We (Mae Tao Clinic) provide health care services to 100,000 peoples and there
are all from Burma and around half of them beside in Thailand that migrant working. We
took the survey in there, how many percentages of people who have health insurance
and then the answers only 50% which means they can afford in the health medical bill in
Thailand with the salary. So they really need a health care service that's why we're
providing the services. And then this is we can see essential primary health care service
in Thailand. We cannot operate something like C-Section in less the level because they

already know Mae Tao Clinic is providing health care services that we couldn't

recognize by Thai Government. In the last year we have more 2,300 newborn babies
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delivery in Mae Tao clinic. Our key areas are child and health clinic also elective
surgery, infection disease, eyes clinic, dental clinic, therapy. So you can think of
everything we're providing not only provided health care services we also train as
workers along the border from northeast Myanmar to east Myanmar. We provide training
to run 300 heads of every year. Those patients, who have been living in Thailand, give
birth children belong. They need to study somehow. So, we made this school. They also
give birth to the baby. So, we need to figure out what we need. And what they mean.
That why Mae Tao clinic is a big scale. We call is college because we provide what
power again, education, production and how to. That the brief of role.

For the big problem in the Mae Sot about the public health as | said most of
migrants didn’t have insurance and then you can research their salaries, quite low and
much lower than minimum salary. You know is minimum salary per day in Mae Sot, Tak
area is 305 Bath. The Most of them receive lower than that. They cannot afford medical
like this, so they need many support. It's very hard that why we are here to provide the
services. In 2015 major donors shifted into Burma because Myanmar became democrat
country. But when you see what's happening you cannot feel something really change
because situation it's still the same. Burma actually is really bad especially house,
education, and protection that's why around half of our patients are crossing the border
to find the health care. Not only Burma in Mae Sot when we talking about the Mae Sot
we also need to talking about Karin state in Burma. It's not only probably Mae Sot and
cause Mae Sot is special economic zones by the Thai government. Because of that all
the prices is going high. So this is also our challenge. We have to manage.

To solve the problem we try to cooperate with many hospitals. We've been doing
with Mae Sot hospital. For example we are receiving medicines from Mae Sot hospital.
Maybe we have tried to talk more with Thai hospital to recognize not only the health care
service but also the training. The trainers, who received the training from Mae Tao Clinic,
can have the certificate that they can use in Thailand or Burma. That in time, we are
referring many patients because we don't have the advanced center for example

emergency of surgical care or HIV. We cannot provide everything so under document
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not a contract but an agreement we refer them to Mae Sot hospital or Myanmar hospital.
We're trying to work with Myanmar hospital more than because patients are Burmese,
It's easy for them.

The most disease of the patients in Mae Tao clinic have a lot of different we have
to separate between other and children. If we talk about children, we still see many
migration diseases and now you see a dog bite. Especially in hot area the Thai Authority
warning. For TB, last year we have 171 patients and 134 HIV patients.

Last year patients went to Mae Tao Clinic about 100,000 - 103,000 around of the
patients. The number of the patients is decreasing year by year but it doesn’t mean the
people is good health, we believe that because many organization including Mae Tao
clinic are working along the border inside Burma. We are working together with other
organizations in Burma. We cover around 700,000 populations and we build new clinic,
new pharmacist to let the patient get treatment with basic equipment or we train health
workers and then they go back to Burma to provide the services. But the number is
decreasing absolute number is decreasing but percentage of complication are
increasing. So the number of service is decreasing but they abstain at Mae Tao clinic is
increasing which means the complicated cases they cannot get any treatment
instrument in Burma, so they have to come to Mae Tao Clinic. By geographically the
patients in Mae Tao clinic is Karin more than Burmese.

We have some supporters from for example Japanese Embassy in Bangkok or
some embassies in Thailand to support us. Because they see these not only for
Burmese, actually real improvement services to Burmese people but most of them live in
Thailand. If we don't resist where I'm just a person think how can the Tak province deal
with those babies, new born babies or patients. It's not possible because there are too
many which of the 2,500 babies is almost 1/3 or 1/4 one of all babies in Tak province. If
we don't resist, most of them might go to Thai hospital. Then there's gonna be some
problem that why some embassies support us and they think to solve together not only

for Burma side but also Thailand side.
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