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The area along the inter-city corridor of Bangkok Metropalis is the fastest growing area of the Bangkok
Mega-Urban region. Industries in the area contribute substantially to the Thai economy. The area is also targeted by
several government policies and progrars. o

The purpose of this study Is to investigate the development phenomenon of the inter-city corridor ~ the
Mega-Urban region and the influence of industrial linkages on the coridor development. The study area is the
Bangkok Eastern Corridlor, covering the area from Bang Na-Sukhumvit intersection to the eastern boundary of Samt
Prakan province. Concepts of Ayeni and the Lowry model are used to formulate the conceptual framework. The
research methodology includes a macro-level review of the area based on documentary research on government
policies and programs, and a study of spatial development using the interpretation of aenial photographs and a GIS
Industrial database. An in-depth study on industrial linkages is then conducted, using a SuAley instrument for
industrial entrepreneurs and questionnaires on residential and community facilities for emPonees. This leads to
another analysis of the linkages of industries  the area with the inter-city system, as well as the growth of the
industrial and residential areas caused by industrial linkages. The linkages between residential areas and community
facilities are analyzed. The various components of the studly finally lead to a comprehensive view of the inter-city
spatial pattern and recommendations for future policy and planning.

The study reveals that a k((ay factor influencing the spatial growth  the inter-city corridor is the linkages
between industries in the corridor and industries in two development cores, i.e. Bangkok and the Eastern Seahboard.
One major linking factor is the international transportation facilities based in these two cores. Growth in the Bangkok
Eastern Corridor begins with manufacturers of final products  the automobile industry. These manufacturers are
closely linked and influence the locations of suppliers and related industries. This leads to spatial growth over time.
The agglomeration of industries tum leads to the growth of employees' residential areas that are within close
proximity to their workplaces. Community facilities are then located close to the residential areas. Thus communities
are formed with fundamental physical community settings. Two large community centers also evolve. The existence
of Bang Na-Trad and Theparak roads leads to the growth of parallel corridors, each having distinctive physical
characteristics. Large industries tend to be located on Bang Ne-Trad, while most industries on Theparak road are of
smaller scale, being suppliers to those industries on Bang Na-Trad. Theparak is also the main residential and
community facilities area for employees.

Government policies and projects influence the inter-city corriclor development. Government projects,
however, have lacked coordination  planning and implementation and have not taken into account the patterns of
industrial linkages as an influencing factor on spatial growth. Bang Plee New Town, which was planned by the
government to become a self-contained new town, infact, becomes a part of the broader spatial development.

The study contributes to the knowledge of corridor development. It suggests that industrial linkages should
be used as an influential factor leading to spatial growth of industries and communities. Planned growth can be more
effective when an appropriate leading industry is determined, and spatial growth of interconnected industries and
residential communities is planned. Inter-city development plans of all level, 1.e. the regional plan, the comprehensive
plan and the specific area plan, should cover the whole inter-city corricor.
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