Kipling’s stories owe much to his experience as a journalist. (Gail Ching-
Liang Low, 1996:266)
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Any girl who has worn a sari in New York restaurant and been asked by a
complete stranger to tell fortunes, or any Indian who has been asked by
good-natured hostesses to give them the recipe for curry, or, inevitable,
give them information about the rope trick, beds of nails, caste marks or
sacred cows recognizes the familiar misconceptions and preconceptions
that are common conversational currency about India. Set these
experiences (that almost any Indian abroad can duplicate a dozen times)
against the Indian’s own feeling about his country and you can see that a
degree of tact is needed when you want ask even reasonable questions.

(Santha Rama Rau, 1954:15)

The British used to have a saying about Madras that it had three kinds of

climate-hot, hotter and hottest (Samtha Rama Rau, 1954:18)

The misconceptions about India take a number of different forms. One

sort, that a friend of mine call “the lean, bronzed horsemen" school of

literature, reduces Indian life to the simple code of fighting men-honor,
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revenge and treachery-and appears mostly in the writtings of people like

Kipling or Yeats-Brown. (Santha Rama Rau, 1954:17)

(stereo type)

(Imperialism)

(Patriotism) (Mysticism)
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