
พ ัฒ นาการข'องการศ ึกษาภาษาอ ังกฤษนอกระบบในประเทศไทย:
กรณ ีศ ึกษาของสถาอ ัน สอน การสน ท น าภาษ าอ ังกฤษ

นางสาวสันนิภา โชติกพณิช

วิทยานิพนธ์นี้เป็นส่วนหนี่งของการศึกษาตามหสักสูตรปริญญาอักษรศาสตรมหาอัณทิต
สาขาวิชาไทยศึกษา

คณะอักษรศาสตร์ จุฬาลงกรณ์มหาวิทยาลัย 
ปีการศึกษา 2544 

ISBN 974 03 1051 6 
ลิขสิทธ์ของจุฬาลงกรณ์มหาวิทยาลัย

-  6 M



T H E  D E V E L O P M E N T  O F  N O N -F O R M A L  E N G L IS H  L A N G U A G E

EDUCATION IN THAILAND : A CASE STUDY OF ENGLISH CONVERSATION SCHOOLS

Miss Sannipa Chotikapanich

A Thesis Submitted เท Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements 
for the Degree of Master of Arts เท Thai Studies 

Faculty of Arts 
Chulalongkorn University 

Academic Year 2001 
ISBN 974-03-1051-6 

Copyright of Chulalongkorn University



T h esis  T itle : T H E  D E V E L O P M E N T  O F  N O N -F O R M A L  E N G L IS H
L A N G U A G E  E D U C A T IO N  IN  T H A IL A N D  : A  C A S E
S T U D Y  O F E N G L IS H  C O N V E R S A T IO N  S C H O O L S

By:
Field of Study:

Thesis Advisor:

Sannipha Chotikapanich 
Thai Studies
Associate Professor Lae Dilokvidhyarat

Accepted by the Faculty of Arts, Chulalongkorn University in Partial Fulfillment 
of the Requirements for the Master’s Degree of Arts

(Assistant Professor M.R.Kalaya Tingsabadh,Ph.D.)
Dean of Faculty of Arts

THESIS COMMITTEE

V taPÀv  )Ua-n^M^î V77rf Chairperson
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This thesis attempts to trace the development of the industry of private English 
conversation schools เท Thailand from 1960 onwards and relate it to Thailand’s re-embrace of 
the global economy. The demand for English proficiency is closely connected to the status of 
English as the true global language. Whenever a country’s policies lean towards opening up to 
world trade, investments and communication, the need to master English arises. This 
phenomenon already occurred in Thailand in the middle of the 19th century following the ground­
breaking Bowing treaty with Britain which was signed by King Mongkut in 1855. This treaty 
opened นอ Thailand to international trade and investment. Opening-up triggered the need to 
master English, the need was addressed directly by the Royal court and Thailand’s “first"
English teacher, Anna Leonowens, later became the subject of books and movies. After a long 
period, starting in the 1930s, of inward looking economic policies, Thailand again changed 
course in the mid 1980s. Exports and international trade were now encouraged instead of import 
substitution. The period saw soaring numbers for exports, direct foreign investments and tourist 
arrivals.

Predictably, the need to enhance English proficiency came up again. This time, however, 
the need was addressed not by the court but by the educational system. As the mostly 
government run formal educational sector failed to adjust, it was left to the private sector to meet 
the challenge. Particularly, a small industry of mostly family run English conversation schools has 
undergone radical transformations. This thesis examines in detail how the industry was 
transformed and how the changes that occurred in it reflect the new surge in demand for English
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