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KRITTIYA C H AITANASA NDIT :THE ROLE OF O UTDO O R SPACE IN SLUM CO M M UNITIES: CASE STUDY OF 

P A T T A N A K A N 1 A N D  K L O N G  D A N  Y A N A W A  D I S T R I C T  B A N G K O K .  T H E S I S  A D V I S O R :  

ASSIST.PROF.SUW ATTANA THADANITY.Ph.D., 132pp. ISBN 974-03-1011-7.

The ob je c tive  o f the thesis  is to s tudy the role o f ou tdoo r spa ce  เท the eve ryday  life o f c ro w d e d  com m unities ' 

residents. This s tudy  leads to the be tte r unde rs tand ing  o f how  to utilize the ou tdoo r spa ce  w ith in  the lim itation o f c row ded  

com m unities. The research is m ain ly  co n du c te d  by  observa tions and questionnaires. L ite rature surveys and ta rge ted  

phys ica l surveys also have been done in o rder to co lle c t the data fo r quan tita tive  analysis. O utdoors  spa ce  utilization in 

c row de d  com m unities  is c lass ified  into two(2) m ajor ca tegories : O utdoors space  utilization fo r eq u ipm en t insta lla tions and 

ou tdoo rs  spa ce  fo r utilization for activ ities. The form er is sub d iv ide d  into four(4) main g roups: spa ces  fo r veh ic les, 

p ro fessional too ls, househo ld equ ipm en ts , and spe c ific  equ ipm en ts  fo r a pa rticu la r activ ity(i.e ., spo rt equ ipm en ts  and 

ch ild ren  toys.) S im ilarly, the la tter is sub d iv ide d  into 4 main groups: necessa ry  activ ities, op tiona l ac tiv ities , socia l 

ac tiv ities  and  ch ild ren  activ ities. It is no tab le  to break up ch ild ren  activ ities into a new g roup , event though  it is a pa rt of 

socia l ac tiv ities , du e  to its spec ia l cha rac te ris tic  in ou tdoo r space  utilization.

A c c o rd in g  to the  study, a free space  in c row ded  com m unities  is c lo se ly  re la ted to dw elle rs ' w ays o f life. The 

spa ces  have a strong im pact both on residents ' w ork ing behaviors and recreational activ ities. The in teresting 

cha rac te ris tic  o f the spa ces  is to use as storage fo r the surp lus o r as w ork ing  spa ce  extended  from  the dw elling . 

Physically, an unorgan ized  free spa ce  in the com m unities is bo th favo rab le  and un favorab le  to the com m un ities  at the 

sam e tim e, esp ec ia lly  in peop le  in teraction. M oreover, be ing used fo r various activ ities, the free spa ce  w ith  ove rlapped  

activ ities ten ds  to cause  a co n flic t w ith in  the com m unity.

The de ve lopm e n t o f th is free space  in c row ded  com m unities  w ill g rea tly  a ffec t the im provem ent in qua lity  o f life 

and in teraction am ong the residents. However, in o rd e r to ach ieve th is goal, the coope ra tion  from  num erous po rtions is 

needed; rang ing  from  com m un ity  m anagem ent, suppo rts  from  local au thorities, phys ica l deve lopm en ts  from  related 

organ iza tions as w e ll as, im portantly, a land use plan w h ich  takes into acco un t the s ig n ifica n t in c ro w d e d  com m unities.
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