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Assessment of religious textuel interpretation is @ ngjor topic In Philosophy of Religion. Even
though Theravack Buoichism regard its texts, nanely Tipitaka, as the most crucial, a study of texts
without practice would not be sufficient for the attainent of Dhamma,  this thesis, | propose
study the Buachist assessment of textuel interpretation which explicates the conditions of
Interpretation and its assessment, conditions pertaining to the text andl the reack.

Conitiors or criteria for an assessment of textual interpretation in Theravaca Budchism are:

1) necessary concition: thet inerpretation transforms reader’s misuncerstanding into right
View or right uncerstanding (sammciithi), the irtial clevelopment ofwisdom (pannd).

2) sufficient concition: that interpretation leads to correct practice which is & concition for
Superior wiscom (bhvandmeya- pannd). Ifs effect is the cessation of suffering at the itial stage.

3) ultimate conoition: thet correct practice leads to a complete cessation of suffering, the
attainent of Dham,

These conditions are extemal to the text lut developed from the tet Thus, textuel
interpretation in Theravack Budohism i ot only intermally assessed by its text, but also needs
assessment from the Tiuth of D, the Noble Tiuth which can be achieved through a study of
the texts together with correct practice accorcing to Budchist teachings.
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