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Project Title: Pleng Ching: The Study of History and Styles
Name of the Investigator: Kumkom Pornprasit
Year: 2002

Abstract

Pleng ruang is a category of Thai traditional songs, which can be traced back to the
Ayuthaya period (1351-1767). Pleng ruang pleng ching is a subcategory of pleng ruang
genre, which is played at Buddhist rituals during the time when monks are having food
offerings. The songs accompanying morning meals is different from the corpus for luncheon
offerings. Prachan chao is the Great pleng ching known as “pleng ching pra chan”, and it is
played as music for morning meals by every ‘musical house’. As for luncheon offerings, the
choice of music is varied. Musicians of Paathayakoson House played pleng ruang krabok and
pleng ruang praya pai rua. Musicians of Department of Fine Arts played pleng ruang krabok
whereas those of Kru Poom Papuyawathaya played pleng ruang jingjonk thong.

The musical characteristics of pleng ruang are unique. Melodic formulae for the
basic melody show its own characteristics. The melodic phrases make use of different
patterns, which are not identical in terms of length. The unit of melodic phrases is also found
to be undetermined and unresolved. However, they could be arranged appropriately into a
song. The melodies do not emphasize functions of downbeat rhythm therefore the effects
could be described as relaxed and light.

The musical characteristics of pleng ruang pleng relw is more similar to pleng ruang
pleng ching than other kinds. The musical unit of pleng pleng relw is more complete in that it
is governed by the number of rhythmic cycles in each section. In addition, the style of pleng
pleng relw is more intense and heavy. Pleng relw and pleng ching share one particular
characteristic; passages of melodic formulae for the basic melodies are free from the
constraints of regular rhythmic structure. Passages of both kinds share the use of gong circle
techniques known as lak chang wa, sabad, and tee koo pad. Each section generally ends with
yon melody. Within each section, a musical phrase is always repeated. The basic melody is
also found to be in closely spaced style.

Pleng ching in chan deo has it use in drama and theatrical performance. It is played
when a character is enjoying the beauty of nature. Pleng ching mulong is widely known as a

piece for fingering exercise and etude.
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