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The research aims at studying Buddhist temples' present roles and its relationship with Thai
communities. The temples' activities and contributions to the communities and the peoples'
opinions on Buddhist temples today are examined. These topics were investigated through a
questionnaire, participant-observation, and informal interviews. Firstly, it was found that
Buddhist temples have changed their roles and forms of giving services to communities only

details. They have maintained their principles and practices as those in the past. The temples’
level of commitment to communities in terms of educating people and providing welfare
services is an example. Secondly, it was found that the Buddhist temples’ role as spiritually
and morally supporting agencies has gradually declined.  the area of teaching morality,
people thought that schools or educational institutions should take this role. But the temples
have still been thought of as places of retreat. Lastly, most peoples’ attitudes towards the
temples’ roles and services tended to be more negative. This was the case with the social
works role and the use of the temples as places for relaxation. Buddhist temples today have
been expected to follow the role models of temples  the past, even though the degree of
commitment and practices may not be as high as before. The research recommended that
temples and communities should build more reciprocal understanding for the benefits of hoth

parties.
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