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Problems regarding the destruction of natural resources and environment in island
tourism result from the conduct of activities in the island and the sea. The problems can be
classified as being occurred in two areas. The first area falls within the preserve where the State
cannot control the conduct of tourist activities. The second one is outside the preserve bearing the
huge management problem due to many responsible state bodies and flawed laws on the control
ofactivities conduct. All these problems, therefore, result in the severe environmental effect.

The present research suggests the solutions to the said two areas. In the preserve area,
licensing system should be introduced in the way that any person who intends to run a tourist
business has to propose a management plan to the Department of National Park, Wildlife and
Plant. On the other hand, there should be the control of buildings in the island and control the
tourist activities outside the preserve by applying the existing laws which include the Promotion
and Preservation of Environmental Qualities Act, B.E. 2535 (1992), the Buildings Control Act,
B.E. 2522 (1979) and the Zoning Act, B.E. 2518 (1975). Another way recommended is the
enactment of the specific law on the protection ofisland tourism. The said law should provide for
the establishment of a committee responsible for island management, the composition of which
should include arepresentative from alocal organization as to be in accordance with the principle
of decentralization. The proposed law should also provide Ministry of Tourism and Sports with a
power to determine guidelines for the preservation and protection of the island. Furthermore, the
ecotourism should be promoted, as well as social measures, such as public participation, and
economic measures should be applied to the management of natural resources and environment of
the island.
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