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The problem of the knowledge of the external world, an important problem in 
western epistemology, states that it is impossible for human beings to have the 
knowledge of the external world. The purpose of this thesis is to study that how 
Theravada Buddhism has the answer for this question. If Buddhism claims that human 
being is capable to do that, how Buddhism explains such a claim.

It is found that, at the first stage, Buddhism is compatiple with Norwood Russell 
Hanson’s “theory-ladenness of observation". According to Hanson 1human being has 
limited capacity to attain the real knowledge of the external world. However, when we 
study the whole system of Buddhis epistemology, we have found that Buddhism clearly 
states that human being is capable to attain the real knowledge of external world by 
training themselves through the process called “trai sikkha" (the Threefold Learning). เท 
addition, the knowing of reality of external world is very important in the teaching of 
Buddhism.

Even though Buddhism states that man can have the knowledge of the external 
world, such a claim should be understood within some limited meaning. Through the 
study of the role of sannâ, it is found that the knowledge of the external world in 
Buddhist teaching is closely related to the concept of the cessation of suffering. So we 
can say that for Buddhism, man can have the knowledge of the external world only in 
terms of knowledge which leads to the cessation of suffering.

Field of study....Philosophy... 
Academic year.... 2004........
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