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Military institution เท Thailand has been developed since the reign of King Rama 5 whereby 
the system of standing armed forces was established. It became a principle establishment that 
defined the system of absolute monarchy. Since the 1932 political changes, one of the dominant 
pressure groups has been the military with the consequence that democratic political development 
and the political role of the armed forces ran parallel to each other. Military influence loomed over 
Thai politics ever since despite the fact that circumstances and ideas have been changing. Yet the 
military in Thailand still plays the role of supporting the government either directly or indirectly. 
Seizure of the power by the National Peace Keeping Council (NPKC) on February 23, 1991 was once 
again an example of military intervention in politics. It tried to build legitimacy on the failure of the 
politics of the previous government. However legitimization was carried out while increasing the 
NPKC’s political role in the Thai government. February 23, 1991 to April 7, 1992 was the legitimization 
of the NKPC. But the activities for legitimacy building of NKPC was not sufficient to gain acceptance 
from the public. Finally, the NPKC had to step down on May 24, 1992. For the most part, general 
reactions from the public rejected the NPKC and it’s legitimacy attempts.
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