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The purposes of this study are (1) to study the social and the economic conditions of the residents in Phra
Samut Chedi District, Samut Prakam Province and (2) to study factors influencing their choices of residence. This
study covers housing development projects which were granted permission to be carried out between 2006 and 2007
in the jurisdiction of Phra Samut Chedi District. The prices range from 500,000 to 1,000,000 baht. This study focuses
on houses which have already been registered and are occupied. 337 questionnaires are given to residents in those
houses.

It is found that, in terms of social and economic conditions of the residents, the proportion of males to
females is about the same. Most are married and their highest level of education is a bachelor degree. The
proportion of ages ranging hetween 30-34, 35-39 and 40-44 are about the same. Most of them are employees of
private companies and come from upcountry. Nakom Ratchasima ranks first, followed by Khon Kaen and Udon
Thani. their hometowns, most of the respondents either lived in a detached house or rented a house. They
themselves decided to buy the houses they are currently living in and now own these houses. There are generally 2 -
4 people living in a house and they have lived there less than a year. They spend 16-30 minutes commuting from
home to their offices whose distance is about 5-10 kilometers away. Most travel by personal motorcycle. The test
of significance of relationship level outcome is 0.05. It is found that age and the number of family members are
factors in choosing the residence, and occupation and income are related to time spent on commuting. The distance
from home to office is not very far and this influences the means of travel. The number of housing relocations is
related to the number of job changes. The highest number of relocations is 1- 3 times depending on the location of
the office. Afterworking for 3 - 5 years, when they feel secure about their income, they look for a house to buy. The
type of housing depends on the amount of income. Most respondents at first lived with relatives, brothers and sisters
and friends. Laterwhen they had more income, the moved to a rented room, a condominium and then a row house
respectively. terms of choosing a residence, as a whole, the price of a house influences the decision to buy a
house most. This includes conditions such as a low down payment and a long-term payment. However, when taking
the most influential factor into consideration, a good and natural environment without pollution and few factories
nearby come first, followed by security such as having security guards and stable income comes last. The factors
found in this study which are different from those of other studies under the same theme are that a residence be in a

good and natural environment without pollution and that which is near the respondents work places.
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