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VIRAYUDH PEESALEE: LIFE AFTER DARK IN BANGKOK, 1884-1945,
ADVISOR: THANAPOL LIMAPICHART, Ph.D., 330 pp.

This Thesis aims to study life after dark in Bangkok from 1884 to 1945, focusing on
four themes: the concept of nighttime, urban landscape, Bangkokian’s ways of life after dark,
and social and cultural changes in Bangkok as it enters into modernity during the 1880s-
1940s.

The  dy finds that Bangkok had become a nocturnal city by the 19205 as evidenced
by changes in four main areas. First, the concept of nighttime had changed from a dangerous
and terrifying time to a time that could be exploited for economic and recreational purposes.
Second, Bangkok’s physical landscape had transformed when the city started expanding from
its river base further inland. This expansion coincided with developments in infrastructure
and public utilities such as the introduction of electricity, modem roads, and automobiles.
Such developments made possible the nightlife as well as the night districts in the city. Third,
people’s ways of life had changed. The number of nighttime activities and attractions
increased, and Bangkokians went out more at night. At the same time, activities in the
household also become more varied and extended late into the night. Fourth, Bangkok
witness, during this period, various social and cultural transformations including new fashion,
new profession, cultural conflicts, gender relations, dining activities, attitudes towards the
nightlife, and safety concerns at night.
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“The night is darkest just before the dawn.”
13 , 3 ”

The Dark Knight (2008)
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“The Conceptualization of the Night”
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“The Colonization of the Night”:
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